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TRAVELS 

IN SWITZERLAND, 

BY WILLIAM COXEy 

M»A. F.R.S. f .A.S. &C. 



AMONG the various scientific travellers thajk 
this country has produced, few rank higher in the 
public estimation, or have gsdned more extensive 
celebrity than Mr, Coxe. He who reads for 
amusement, and he who reads for information ; 
the man of leisure, the man of business, and the 
politician, win all be in some degree gratified by an 
attentive perusal of his works. 

His travels in Switzerland, a country favourable 
for local description, and where freedom, inde- 
pendence, and competence are the lot of almost 
every rank, as they are certainly his most popular 
publication, so we have selected them to grace 
our volumes. But while we are anxious to pre» 
sent our readers with a fair view of their principal 
contents, it is a duty we owe the amiable author to 
confess, that we feel ourselves incapable, within 
the limits prescribed, to do justice to the multifa- 
rious matter they contain; and we are rather am- 
bitious to excite curiosity to penise the original, 
than to satisfy it by our present abridgment. It 
would, indeed, be an ill compliment to one of the 
most perfect books of travels in the English lan- 
guage not to include it in our plan ; and we arc 
v, s. B 



fi COXE*S TRAVELS., 

sure, the author is too liberal minded to suppose 
that we wish to infringe on his rights and his 
labours. 

These travels are addressed, in the form of let- 
ters, to William Melmoth, Esq. a gentleman of 
equal distinction in the literary world; and were 
performed in company with Lord Herbert, nov/ 
Earl Pembroke, and Colonel Floyd; and the same 
scenes were afterwards revisited with the present 
Mr. Whitbread, &c. 

The first letter is dated from Doneschingen, 
July 21, 1776. This town is the pinncipal resi- 
dence of the prince of Furstenberg; and in the 
court yard of his palace the Danube takes its rise. 
Some small springs, bubbling from the ground,^ 
forai a bason of about thirty feet square, and from 
this small beginning issues the mighty Danube^ 
which soon after receives several tributary streams 
of greater consequence than the original. 

Next day, they arrived at Schaffhausen in Switz- 
erland. The cleanliness of the houses, and of 
the pppple, is peculiarly striking; and there are 
several other strong outlines which distinguish 
this happy race from the neighbouring nations* 

Schaffhausen is situated on the northern bank of 
the Rhine. It is a tolerably well built town, and 
owes its origin to the interruption of the navigation 
of that river, by the cataract at Lauffen. It is the 
capital of a canton, and has been a member of the 
Helvetic confederacy ever- since 1501. Though 
of small extent, its population is supposed to 
amount to thirty thousand souls. 

The bridge over the Rhine, at this place is of 
singular architecture. The river here is extreme- 
ly rapid, and several stone bridges had been car- 
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ned away ; when a carpenter of Appenzel ofTered 
to throw a wooden bridge across the stream, which 
is near four hundred feet wide. The distance of 
themiddle pier from the shore towards the town is 
one hundred and seventy-two feet, and from the 
other side one hundred and ninety-three, appa- 
rently making two arches of surprising width, and 
forming a beautiful distant perspective. The 
weight of a man makes it vibrate under him, and 
yet waggons, heavily laden, pass without danger. 
Its mechanism, though simple, is most extraordi- 
nary ; and is a proof of the abilities of the man who 
projected and executed it. This bridge was finish- 
ed in less than three years, at an expence of about 
eight thousand pounds sterling. 

Soon after their arrival, they set out to visit the 
fall of tlie Rhine at LauJEFen. It is about a league 
distant, over a picturesque and agreeable country. 

Having advanced to the ed^t of the precipice, 
they looked down on the cataract, and saw the 
river tumbling over the sides of the rock with 
amazing impetuosity. They then descended, and 
stood close to the falU A scafiblding is erected in 
the very spray of this tremendous cataract, and 
upon the most sublime point of view. The scene 
exceeds description. About one hundred feet 
from the scaffolding, tsvo crags rise in the middle 
of the fall, the nearest of which is perforated by the 
constant action of the water, and allows a vent for 
a part of the tumultuous waves. 

Ha^^ng crossed the river, at a place where it 
was extremely agitated, they enjoyed another per- 
spective of this grand scene. The most striking 
objects are the castle of Lauffeu, erected on the 
very edge of the precipice, a church and some cot- 
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tages, md a cluster of the latter near the fall. In 
the back ground, are rocks skirted with vines, ov 
tufted with pendent woods, a beautiful little ham- 
let, the great mass of water, and the two crags al- 
ready mentioned, having their tops sprinkled with 
shrubs, and dividing the cataract into three princi- 
pal parts. 

Below the fall, the river widens considerablf t 
at the spot of precipitation, it appears to be about 
three hundred feet broad. As to its perpendicular 
height, travellers vary much; but Mr. Coxe 
thinks, that bet^veen fifty and sixty feet may be 
near the truth. 

. It is certain, this astonishing cataract has under- 
gone several important changes ; and, it is proba* 
ble, that in the lapse of years, the two crags, 
which now rise in the middle of the stream, vnU be 
undermined and carried away. 

After quitting SchafThausen, they crossed the 
Rhine at Diessenhoffen, and having continued 
their route to Stein, along the bank of that river, 
they hired a boat from thence to carry them to 
Constance* 

' A fine breeze wafled them to the island of Rei- 
cbeneau, about three miles long and one broad; 
and containing about one thousand six hundred 
inhabitants, subject to the bishop of Constance. In 
the evening, they arrived at the last-named city, 
whose situation is most delightful,between the two 
lakes on the Rhine. 

Mr. Coxe says, he was much affected at the so- 
litary appearance of a town, once so flourishing 
and celebrated. A dead stillness reigns through- 
out: grass grows in the principal streets; and, in 
a word, it is only the shadow of what it onoe was, 
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though it still contains about three thousand in- 
habitants. 

They paid a visit to the chamber where the 
council of Constance was held in 1415; and gra- 
tified themselves by sitting down in the same 
chairs which were once occupied by Pope John 
XX III. and the Emperor Sigismond. By a sen- 
tence of this council, that celebrated reformer, 
John Huss, was burnt as a heretic, though he had 
the emperor's safe conduct. The house is still 
shewn in which he was seized, on which is fixed 
his head, carved in stone, with a German inscrip- 
tion under, but now almost defaced. From the 
top of the catibedral is a superb ^ew of the town, 
and of the two lakes, with the rugged Alps of Ty- 
rol and Appenzel, topped with everlasting snow. 

Oifr author thinks it probable, that Constance 
may again become a commercial town, from the 
permission, granted by the emperor, to the emi- 
grants of Geneva, of settling there, with consider- 
able privileges. He justly considers this as the tri- 
umph of reason and religion over bigotry and 
intolerance. 

On the 25th, they, set out from Constance. The 
Superior Lake, or Boden See, is about fifteen 
leagues in length, and six in its greatest breadth. 
The environs consist of gently rising hills, sprink- 
led with a variety of towns, villages, and monas- 
teries. The form of the lake is somewhat oval, and 
the water has a greenish hue. 

Some writers affirm, that the Rhine passes 
tlux>ugh the lake without mingling their waters ; 
but Mr. Coxe sees no reason for the adoption of 
this opinion. This lake, like all others in Switzer- 
landj is deeper in summer than in winter, a cir- 
B 2 
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cutnstance origmatitig from the melting of the 
snow on the neighbouring mountains. It abounds 
in various kinds of fish; some of which are very 
valuable, and of great magnitude. 

Next day 9 they reached St. Gallen^ and from 
thence walked to Appenzel. The country is sin- 
gularly wild and romantic, consisting of a conti- 
nued series of hills and dales, valleys, and moun- 
tains, the tops of wliich are crowned with luxuriant 
pasturage ; and the whole track is populous to an 
inconceivable degree. 

The abbot and town of St- Gallen are both al- 
lies of the Swiss cantcHis, and each enjoys the pri- 
vilege of sending deputies to the general diet. The 
abbot has an extensive territory, chiefly peopled 
with Catholics ; but the town, over which his in- 
fluence once extended, is now entirely Protestant* 
It is in a flourishing state, from the industry of its 
inhabitants, and tlieir successflU application to 
trade and manufactures. 

The library belonging to the abbey contains 
several valuable manuscripts, principally relative 
to the reformation in Germany and Switzerland. 
To this library we owe Petronius Arbiter, Silius 
Italicus, Valerius Flaccus, and Quintilian, copies 
of which were first discovered in 1413. It was 
formerly extremely rich in literary treasures; but 
many of them are now lost or removed. 

Appenzel is an mdependent state, though for- 
merly subject to St. Gallen. It was admitted into 
the Helvetic confederacy in 1 5 1 3. Its inhabitants 
are partly Catholics, partly Protestants, under se- 
parate jurisdictions, but united for general purpo- 
ses of policy and defence. 
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-The floimshing tstate of the cotton manufactory 
has rendered many persons, in the Protestant dis- 
tricts, easy, if not affluent, in their circumstances* 
Our author, however, thinks the machinery used 
in Switzerland, for spinning and preparing cotton 
cloth, &r inferior to that in England. 

Appenzel contains no fortified town ; hut only 
two or three open hurghs, of which Appenzel is 
the largest in the Catholic district ; and Trogen, 
Undevil, and Herisau in the Protestant. The 
whole canton, however, is almost one continuous 
village, each cottage being surrounded by a little 
domain, which generally contains every rural con- 
venience withm itself* 

The ori^al simplicity of the pastoral life is 
still visible among a majority of the inhabitants ; 
and Mr. Coxe says, he saw several venerable 
figures, with long beards, that resembled the pic- 
tures of the ancient patriarchs* The natives of 
this canton, as is common in democracies, pos- 
sess a natural frankness, and peculiar tone of equa- 
lity^ which arise from a consciousness of inde- 
pendence. They also display a fund of original 
humour^ a quickness of repartee, and rude sallies 
of wit, which enliven their conversation. 

Near Appenzel they observed an old man, with 
venerable white hair covering his shoulders, in 
the dress of a substantial farmer, who enquired, in- 
the tone of civil authority, who they were ; and 
upon their asking of their guide who this person 
was, they found he was Landamman, or chief of 
the repubUc. Happy people, exclaims our author, 
the nature of whose country, and the constitution 
of whose government are equally inimical to the 
introduction of luxury ! 



a COXE^S TRAVELS. 

As there, was a scarcity of horses on their leav- 
ing Appenzely Mr. Coxe preferred walking. Hav- 
ing traversed the canton for about a league^ over a 
contiimed range of mountains, dotted with cotta- 
tages and cultivated spots, they arrived at its 
boundary, when the scene suddenly changed to a 
wild forest of pines. The road was scarcely three 
feet broad, and^ in general, difficult to pass. 

At Oberied they engaged a cart for Salets. The 
roads being rough and stony, in such a vehicle 
they could not be much at their ease; but the 
evening being fine, and the moon shining exceed- 
mgly bright, their journey was not altogether un- 
pleasant. 

Next morning, they continued their route in 
the same carriage, which was so small, that they 
were completely wedged in; and having once 
taken their places, it was impossible to stir. The 
day was hot; but the country through which they 
passed, at the slow rate of three miles an hour, 
was still so picturesqlie and beautiful, that they 
forgot the partial inconveniences of equipage and 
heat. 

From Trivaback, a small village on the Rhine, 
they walked to Sargans, the capital of a bailliage 
of the same name. They arrived late at Wallen- 
stadt, a town incorporated with it, but enjoying 
several distinct privileges. It forms a link of the 
communication between Germany and Italy, 
through the country of the Orisons ; and is fre- 
quently resorted to by merchants. 

The lake of Wallenstadt is about twelve miles 
long and two broad, and is environed by high 
mountains, except towards the east and west. 
From this exposure, a breeze generally blows from 
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those two quarters at different periods of the day? 
which much facilitates the transportation of iner» 
chandise* 

The scenery of the Jake affords an endless'va^ 
riety of beautiful and romantic views. On the 
side of Glarus,the mountains are chiefly cultiva- 
ted, and enriched with woods ; while the Alps be- 
hind are covered with snow. On the other side, 
for the most part, the rocks are grotesque, craggy, 
and inaccessible; yet even here are some fertile 
spots of land, reclaimed by human industry from 
original sterility. Numberless water-falls, occa- 
sioned by the melting of the snows, devolve from 
the sides of the hills, and enter the lake by differ- 
ent courses, and with different degrees of velocity 
and noise*. 

Glarus is the last in rank of the eight ancient 
eantons, which enjoy several superior privileges 
to the five remaining ones, that afterwards court- 
* ed their alliance. The people of this canton were 
invaded by the Austrians in 1388, with such a 
force, as it was supposed would render resistance 
vain. It was then that three hundred and fifty 
troops of Glarus, assisted by thirty Switzers, op- 
posed the whole Austrian force, consisting of 
fifteen thousand men. The former were advanta- 
geously posted on the mountains, and having 
compelled their invaders to retreat, by a shower 
of stones ; the inhabitants seized the moment of 
confusion, and fell on them with such impetuosity, 
that they broke their ranks, and after an immense 
slaughter, drove the remsdnder from the canton. 
Such un/squal combats are not singular in the 
Helvetic annals, and they render the classical en- 
gagements of Marathon and Plat«a perfectly ere- 
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dible The same love of independence, the same 
dread of slavery, the same attachment to their 
country, animated the respective nations to similar 
efforts of heroism. 

The government of Claims is wholly diemocra- 
tical: every person at the age of sixteen has a 
vote in the general assembly, which is annually 
held in an open plain. This assembly ratifies 
new laws, imposes contributions, enters into alli- 
ances, and makes peace or war. The Landam- 
man is the chief of the republic, and is chosen al- 
ternately from the Protestants and Catholics. 

Cattle, cheese, and butter constitute the prin- 
cipal wealth of the canton. It is computed that 
ten thousand head of large cattle, and fou;* thou- 
sand sheep are pastured in the mountains, belong- 
'ing to this district, during the summer season* 
Among the exports, slates are no inconsiderable 
article. These quarries once supplied Great Bri- 
tain vrith school and compting-house slat«s, but 
cmr own country is now found to be sufficiently rich 
in this kind of produce. 

On the 30th of July they made an excursion 
towards the extremity of the canton. It is en- 
tirely enclosed by the Alps, except towards the 
north ; and this is the only entrance, unless during 
the summer months. At this pass, the canton 
reaches from the banks of the Linth, to the far- 
thest extremity of its Alps, about thirty miles ; 
forming a valley, which gradually narrows till it 
is scarcely more than a musket shot in breadth at 
the burgh of Glaius. It afterwards opens in the 
same manner, and about a league farther, it is di- 
vided by the Freyberg mountains. 
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The scenery of this narrow, populous valley 
through which they passed, reminded Mr« Coxe 
of Matlock, in Derbyshire* It is of the same cast„ 
but infinitely more wild, more varied, and more 
sublime* The Linth is much broader, and more 
rapid than the Dei'went, and the highest eminen- 
ces of the peak are only mole-hills, compared to 
the Alps of Claims. 

They several times crossed the Linth, which 
rushes with the impetuosity of a torrent, and at 
length arrived at an amphitheatre of mountains^ 
where the valley terminated- The view here was 
awftiUy grand, every feature that entered into the 
composition of the landscape was vast, and wholly 
Alpine. They admired the sublime horror of the' 
scenery for some time; and then made a hearty 
meal on some excellent bread, honey, butter, and 
milk, which a neighbouring cottage supplied. 

« Nothing," says Mr. Coxe, " delights me so 
much as the inside of a Swiss cottage: all those I 
have hitherto visited, convey the liveliest image 
of cleanliness, ease, and simplicity; and camiot 
but strongly impress, on the observer, a most 
pleasing conviction of the peasants happiness. 
The houses are generally built of wood, large, 
solid, and compact, with penthouse roofs, that ex- 
tend far beyond the area of the foundation. 

Their landlord, at Glarus, was an open heart- 
ed honest fellow, who bix)ught his pint of wine, 
and sat down to convei-se with his guests, with- 
out the least ceremony. This freedom, being 
neither the effect of impertinent curiosity^ nor 
fawning officiousness, but the impulse of a mind 
conscious of its natural 'equality, and unconstrain- 
ed by arbitrary /distinctions, was highly pleasing. 
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Tot who would not prefer the simple demeanour 
of unsophisticated nature to the false refinements 
of artificial mannera I 

It was impossible for travellers of taste, when 
hi this vicinity, not to make a pilgrimage to the 
abbey of Eidsidlin, which contains the miracu- 
lous image of the Virgin Mary, so much the ob- 
ject of devotion among good Catholics. The ri- 
diculous tales which are spread of the origin and 
rise of this abbey, are so many melancholy in- 
stances of the credulity of the darker ages ; arid 
if they are still in credit, it is because prejudice has 
become habitual, and superstition gains such 
strong hold in the minds of men. 

The church of the abbey is a large and magni- 
ficent building, but loaded with superfluous or- 
naments. In an aisle, near the entrance, is a 
small elegant chapel of the Corinthian oi-der, 
which forms the shrine of the Virgin. On the out- • 
side, an angel supports the followdng comfortable 
inscription: 

Hic est plena remisslo peccatorum omnium a culpa et pxna. 

Within is the image of the Virgin, which vies 
with the lady of Loretto, in beauty of countenance, 
her face, as well as that of the child, being ^/ac^. 
She is richly apparelled^ however, and changes 
her vestments- eveiy week. 

The valuables in the treasury are immense, 
consisting of the rich offerings of devotees, and 
many-relics sumptuously ornamented. The mi- 
racles which the virgin has performed are said to 
be infinite ; and they are ^s well attested as Catho^ 
lie miracles generally are. 
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' In this place there is a considerable traffic in 
rosaiieS) crosses and images ; but amidst this su* 
perstitious trumpery, which are an insult on hu- 
man reason, our author was pleased to find a good 
library, containing some fine editions of the 
classics* 

The same evening tliey walked to Rappers- 
chwyl.* By the way they had a fine view of the 
Uke of Zuric, and of the adjacent country. The 
prospect was heightened by the solemn stillness of 
the evening, the pellucid surface of the lake, and 
the tints of the setting sun. As they approached 
the lake, the rising moon formed another scene 
indeed, but not less affecting than the former. 

Abridge, one thousand seven hundred paces long, 
is thrown over the narrowest part of the lake. The 
tOMOi is pleasantly situated on a neck of land, and 
is under the protection of Zuric, Berne, and G la- 
ms. Over the gates is the subsequent inscription : 
Amicis Tutoribusjloret Ubertas, 

Next day they were sumptuously entertained at 
dinner, by the Capuchin friars at RapperschwyU 
It was one of their great festivals, and they regaled 
them with every variety offish, which the lake and 
the neighbouring rivers supplied. The convent 
enjoys a romantic situation, on the edge of the wa- 
ter; and the c^Us of the monks, though small, are 
not inconvenient; but cleanliness which gives a 
charm to the humblest accommodations, is here asi 
much disregarded, as if religion and filth were in- 
separable. What a strange idea of sanctity ! as if 
* dirt could be acceptable to the Deity. 

After dinner, they set out for Zuric by water. 
The lake is about ten leagues long, and one broad. 
Its borders are thickly studded with villages and 
v. s. * ' c 
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towns ; and the adjacent country is in a high state 
of cultivation. To the south of the lake rise the 
stupendous mountains of Schweitz and Glarus, 
which present the nM>st lively and diversified 
sceneiy. 

Zuric, to its honour, was the first town ia 
Switzerland that separated fbom the church of 
Rome, being converted by the meek and mode- 
rate Zuinglius, a man who did credit to Chiisti- 
anity, by his love of peace and hatred to strife. Far 
from supporting his peculiar dogmas with an in- 
tolerant zeal, he was persuaded, that, provided 
Christians could agree in the most essential arti- 
cles, they ought meekly to bear with any differ- 
ence on points controvertible, and which do not 
necessarily influence morals. 

The canton of Zuric abounds in com, wme, and 
excellent pasture. The population amounts to 
nearly one hundred and seventy-five thousand 
Gouls, of whom more than ten thousand reside in 
the capital. This great number of inhabitants^ 
in proportion to the size of the canton, is owing to 
its trade ; from which two-thirds of the people 
derive a subsistence. Thread, silk, and linen, are 
the principal manufactures. 

The sovereign power resides exclusively in the 
burgesses of the town, who consist of about two 
thousand ; and into this number, a new citizen 
has not been admitted during these last hundred 
and fifty years. 

The burghers, beside the advantage of electing 
their magistrates, and of conducting the admini- 
stration of affairs, enjoy the sole right of com- 
merce. All strangers, and even subjects, being 
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have considerable power ; but the improper exer- 
cise of it is controuled by their superiors. 

The city of Zuric is seated at the northern ex- 
tremity of the lake, and occupies both sides of 
the rapid and transparent Limmat. Its environs 
are most delightful ; consisting of an amphithea- 
tre of hills, gradually sloping dov?n to the water, 
embellished with plantations of vines and pastures, 
intermixed with innumerable villas, cottages, and 
hamlets. On the west is a bold and gloomy ridge 
of hills, stretching towards the Albis, and tliat 
chain of mountains which gradually unites with 
the Alps. 

The town is divided into two parts, the most 
ancient division being surrounded vnth the same 
battlements and towel's, which existedin the thir- 
teenth century. The suburbs are strengthened 
by modem fortifications. 

The public walk is pleasantly situated on a 
lawn, at the junction of the Limmat and the Sil, 
and is shaded by a double row of lime trees. 

The inhabitants carry on various manufactures, 
the principal of which are those of linens, cottons, 
muslins, and silk-handkerchiefs. The streets are 
generally narrow ; and the houses and public build- 
ings accord rather with the simple and plain 
manners of the people, than with our ideas of a 
capital. 

The environs are extremely populous, and are 
the principal residence of manufacturers and their 
labourers. This is no. less conducive to health 
than pleasure ; for it cannot fail to be injurious 
to both, to have numbers of artizans cooped up 
within the narrow limits of cities. 
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The ecclesiastical affsurs are under the Supineme 
direction of the senate, assisted by fourteen deans, 
chosen by a synod composed of the whole clergy 
of the canton. The principal ministers and pro- 
'lessors in the town, constitute, in conjunction with 
several magistrates and assessors, an ecclesiasti- 
cal and academical council. To tjiis comnuttee 
the deans have recourse in all arduous circum- 
stances ; and it often determines lesser affairs, or 
refers cases of importance to the senate* 

The benefices in this canton are, in no instance^ 
higher than one hundred and forty pounds per 
atmum, and often as low as thirty ; but a clergy- 
man of learning and merit, who resides in the 
town, has commonly a professoi-ship added to his 
function. 

There are several excellent public establish- 
ments, such as an orphan-house, and a chiurgical 
seminary, both extremely well conducted* 

The public education is under the immediate . 
protection of government. The office of a pro- 
fessor gives rank and estimation ; and is often 
held by a member of the senate, or of the great 
council. The learned languages, ^vinity, natural 
history, mathematics, and in short, every species 
of polite learning, as well as the abstruse sciences, 
are here taught at a small expence, and with abun- 
dant care. ♦ . 

In consequence of this laudable attention tb 
form tlve minds of youth, and to elicit the flame of 
genius, no town in Switzerland has produced 
more eminent men than Zuric. Among others, 
since the reformation, may be enumerated Zuin* 
glius, and Bullinger, Conrad Gesner, Hotinger, 
^imler, Spon, Sclieuti&er, Heydegger, Breitinger, 
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Mr. Coxe makes honourable mention of seve* 
ral other literary characters he met with at Zuric. 
The library and cabinet of John Gesner, professor 
of physics, and a descendant of Conrad Gesner, 
particularly pleased him. The proficiency of this 
gentleman, in the study of nature, has been am- 
ply testified by the repeated acknowledgments of 
Haller, whom he accompanied in several botani- 
cal excursions through Switzerland. 

The public library at Zuric cont^ns about 
twenty -five thousand volumes, and a few curious 
manuscripts. Among the latter, the following 
chiefly attracted the attention of Mr* Coxe. The 
original copy of Quintilian, found in the library 
of St. Gallen, from which the first edition of that 
great rhetorician was published ; the Psalms in 
the Greek tongue, written on violet coloured 
parchment, supposed to have come from the Va- 
tican at Rome ; several manuscripts of Zuinglius, 
which evince the indefatigable industry of that 
celebrated reformer ; and three Latin letters from 
Lady Jane Grey to Bullinger, in 1551, 2, 3- 
These letters, written with her o^vn hand, breathe 
CI spirit of unaffected piety, and prove the uncom- 
mon progress which this unfortunate, but accom- 
plished, woman had made in various branches of 
literature though only sixteen years old* 

The library is also rich in the best editions of 
the classics, and particularly in the early impres- 
sions. 

Our author likewise mentions the library of the 
cathedral, belonging to the Caroline college, which 
contains several manuscripts, and ancient printed 
books of great rarity ; the collections of Simler 
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it will become, it would not only lessen the ex- 
pence of farming, but diminish the price of pro- 
visions. 

A few miles fix>m Zuric, they passed tlirough 
the village of Affholteren, and gently ascended to 
New Regensberg, which stands on an elevation at 
the foot of the Lagerberg. The castle was for- 
merly of great strength, and frequently defied the 
attacks of Zuric. 

The rock, on which Regensberg is built, forms 
the eastern extremity of that vast ch^n of moun- 
tains, known by the general appellation of Jura. 

They now advanced through cultivated inclo- 
sures, and afterwards through forests of pine, fir, 
and beech, till they reached the highest point of 
Lagerberg, on which stands a signal house* From 
this spot, which overlooks the whole country, is 
one of the most extensive and uninterrupted pro- 
spects to be seen in Switzerland. 

The beauty and sublimity of the landscapes 
detained them here till the close of evening, when 
they began to descend, and did not arrive at Zuric 
be lore the gloom of night had overspread the ho- 
rizon. 

Our author next set out for Winterthur, distant 
about twelve miles from Zuric, a to^vn, which, 
though situated in the canton, retains its own laws, 
has its oAvn magistrates, and preserves its original, 
independence. It was fonnerly governed by its 
own counts, but at last fell under the protection 
of Zuric. 

The principal manufactures of this place are 
muslins, printed cottons, and cloths. Some vitriol 
works are also carried on here with considerable 
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success* The inhabitants amount to about two 
thousand. 

In the vicinity is the site of the ancient Vito- 
durum, where a great number of Roman coins 
and medals have been dug up. No other re- 
mains of its former consequence subsist, but the 
foundations of the ancient walls. 

The castle of Kyburgh, towering on the sum- 
mit of an eminence which overlooks Winterthur 
and the adjacent district, is a picturesque object; 
and is signalized in the history of this coun- 
try, during the turbulent period which preceded 
and followed the interregnum of the empire.... 
Part of this fabric is ancient, and part is mo- 
dem. A bailiff resides here, who possesses very 
extensive powers. 

From Winterthur they travelled to Frauen- 
field, a small to^vn, the capital of Thurgau. It 
contains about one thousand inhabitants, and is 
chiefly remarkable for being the place where, 
since 1712, the deputies of the Swiss cantons as- 
semble in general diet. 

Instead of following the usual route by land, " 
from Zurich to Basle, they proceeded the great- 
est part of the way by water. They embarked 
in the afternoon on the Limmat, the navigation 
of which has been represented as dangerous ; but 
this can only happen during the melting of the 
snows, or after violent rains, unless occasioned 
by the negligence or inexperience of the boat- 
n^en. 

The boat in which they sailed was flat-bottom- 
ed and long, and was rowed, or rather steered, by 
three watermen, who advanced at the rate of from 
six to ten miles an hour. The banks of the Lim« 

V. s. D 
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mat were at first flat, but afterwards rose into 
hills, clothed with pasture and wood, or divided 
into vineyards ; at last they became quite per- 
pendicular, and were fringed to the water's edge 
with pendant trees. 

About a mile from Baden, they shot under the 
bridge of Wettingen, with such velocity, that- in 
the moment Mr. Coxe was admiring its . bold 
projection on one side, he instantly found liim- 
eelf on the other. This admirable piece of me- 
chanism is of wood, two hundred and forty feet 
in length, and suspended above twenty feet from 
the surface of the water. It was the last work 
of the self-taught artist, who constructed the 
bridge at Schaff hausen. 

They landed at Baden, which derives its name 
from the neighbouring warm baths, mentioned 
by the ancients, under the names of Aquae and 
Thermal Helve ticse. 

Baden was a Roman fortress ; and after being 
long subject to the German empire, at last be- 
came a member of the Helvetic confederacy. 

The inhabitants elect their own magistratesi 
and have their respective judicial courts. The 
county, or bailliage, contains about twenty-four 
thousand persons, of both sexes and all ages. 

From Baden they proceeded through an agree- 
able and sylvan country, for some way along the 
banks of the Limmat, and soon after crossed the 
Reus into the canton of Berne. Having travers- 
ed a plsdn, they arrived at the warm baths of 
Schintznach, celebrated for being the place where 
the Helvetic < society first assembled. This so- 
ciety, composed of some of the most learned 
men in S^ntzerland, both of the catholic and re- 
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formed religion, exerted itself to extend the spirit 
of toleration, and to lessen that antipathy which 
subsisted between the members of the two per- 
suasions. The meetings of this liberal association 
are now transferred to Olten in Soleure. 

In the vicinity of the baths, on a lofty emi- 
nence, stands the remains of the castle of Haps- 
burgh, to which they ascend through an ancient 
beech wood- The ruins consist of an ancient 
tower of massy stones, and part of a small build- 
ing of a much more modem date- 

This castle was erected in the beginning of 
the eleventh century, and after being the birtli-. 
place and property of Rhodolph of Hapsburgh, 
who was elevated to the imperial throne, by va- 
rious revolutions, has now gone to decay ; and is 
now only inhabited by the family of a peasant. 

It commands a boundless view over hills and 
dales, plains and forests, rivers and lakes, towns 
and villages, mountains and alps, " emblematic," 
says our author, "of that extent of power, to 
•which the talents of one man, who derived his 
title from this castle, raised himself and his de- 
scendants,'*-..alluding to Rhodolph, Cotint of 
Hapsburgh, bom in 1218, who became emperor 
and founder of the house of Austria. 

A spot so remarkable could not fail to impress 
the mind of a sensible traveller with many reflec- 
tions on the mutability of fortune, and the eleva- 
tions and depressions which families are often 
doomed to experience- For a simple Swiss ba- 
ron to reach the imperial dignity, was such a 
transition, as even ambition could scarcely have 
foreseen ; and for the descendants of that empe- 
ror to be driven from their hereditary domains 
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by a few small republics, in little more than a 
century after, is a phenomenon in the history of 
man, that must have happened to be believed- 

Having satisfied their curi'osity at the castle of 
Hapsburgh, the cradle of the house of Austria^ 
they descended into the pigdn of Konigsfelden, 
to a convent of the same name, built by the enl- 
press Elizabeth, on the spot where her husband 
Albert was assassinated. This murder was com- 
mitted on the 1 St of May, 1 308, in the open day, 
by the emperor's nephew, in the sight of his son 
Leopold and the rest of his court, who had not 
yet passed the Reus ; and who, though witnesses 
to the horrid deed, could not get up in time to 
rescue the emperor. 

The convent, or abbey, built on the very spot, 
was richly endowed ; but at the reformation, the 
lands were secularized, and part of the building; 
became the residence of a bailiff, part was con-^ 
verted into an hospital, and the rest was suffered 
to fall to ruin. 

Many of the cells still exist in their ori^nal 
state, and the chapel is still entire, but no longer 
used for divine service. The painted glass in 
the windows represent various histories of the 
Old Testament, with the portraits of Elizabeth, 
and Agnes, her daughter, queen of Hungary, 
who assumed the veil, and lived and died here ; 
of the emperor Albert, whose assassination gave 
rise to the endowment, and of his five sans. 

Several of the imperial line were buried in 
this chapel ; but tlieir bones were a few years 
since removed to the Abbey of St. Blaise, in the 
Black Forest, where they were deposited with 
great pomp, mider magnificent monuments* 
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Near Konigsfelden, in the small village of 
Windish, supposed to occupy the site of the 
Vindonissa of Tacitus ; certain it is, from 
many fragments of antiquity discovered here, 
that this must have been the station of a large 
Koman colony. The following quotation from 
the eloquent author of the Decline and Fall of 
the Roman Empire, is too beautiful and too ap- 
propriate to be omitted here. " Within the an- 
cient walls of Vindonissa," says he, " the castle 
of Hapsburgh, the Abbey of Konigsfeld, and the 
town of Bruck, have successively risen. The 
philosophic traveller may compare the monu- 
ments of Roman conquest, of feudal or Austrian 
tyranny, of Monkish superstition, and of indus- 
trious freedom. If he be truly a philosopher, he 
will applaud the merit and happiness of his own 
time." 

Next morning they embarked on the Aar, 
which, after having received some tributary 
streams, and risen to a river of some magnitude, 
falls into the Rhine. Its waters, which are of 
a silvery hue, are, for a long way after their junc- 
tion, distinguished from the sea-green colour of 
the Rhine. 

In point of picturesque beauty, the banks of 
the Rhine are infinitely superior to those of the 
Aar. They consist of steep acclivities, covered 
with wood, gentle slopes bordered with vines, 
forest scenes of pasture, and exhibit a continued 
succession of towns and villages. 

The stream jarried them eighteen miles in 
three hours, and they disemba.rked at Lauffen- 
burgh, where the Rhine forms a cataract not des- 
titute of beauty, though greatly inferior to the 
d2 
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fall near Shauffhausen. A» Mn Coxc stood «t 
the crags of the northern shore, the principal ob- 
jects were a high bridge, partly open^ partly co- 
vered ; a row of houses, with an old ruined castle^ 
crowning a summit that overhung the water ; a 
perspective of woods and meadows through the 
arcades of the bridge ; and the river dashing over 
its craggy bed in a sloping cataract. 

About half a mile below the &11 they re-em- 
barked ; and found the waters still so much agi- 
tated that it required all the skill and dexterity of 
the pilot to prevent their little vessel being dash- 
ed against the shelving rocks. As they approach- 
ed Basle, the stream became gradually more 
tranquil, and they landed, highly delighted with 
their expedition. • 

When we arrived at Basle, it was about noon, 
but our author was surprised to find that all the 
clocks in the town struck one. On enquiry, h€ 
was informed that they constantly go an hour 
faster than the real time, for which absurdity va- 
rious reasons are assigned. One is, that during 
the council of Basle the clocks were put forward, 
that the lazy, indolent cardinals and bishops 
might arrive in time. Others maintain, that a 
conspiracy being formed to assassinate tiie ma- 
gistrates at midnight, one of the burgomasters, 
who had notice of the design, advanced the town- 
clock an hour ; by which the conspirators, think- 
ing they had missed the appointed time, were 
disconcerted and induced to retire ; and as a per- 
petual memorial of this happy deliverance, the 
clocks were always kept in the same advanced 
state. The third, and last reason, is the most 
probable, that the sun-dial on the outside of the 
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choir of the cathedral, by which the clocks are re* 
gulated, not being properly set, occasions a va- 
riation from the true time of forty-five minutes* 

However this may be, the inhabitants of Basle 
are so attached to this whimsical custom of get- 
ting the start of time, that though various at- 
tempts have been made to remove the absurdity, 
the people have constantly interfered to prevent 
"an alteration ; and as if they thought their liber- 
ties would be lost, should their clocks agree with 
those of the rest of Europe. Indeed, long estab- 
lished customs, however ridiculous or unconse- 
quential, are apt to make strong impressions on 
Yttlgar minds* Even in England, it was long be- 
fore the people could be persuaded to reckon the 
year according to the general mode of computa- 
tion, received in the other nations of Europe* 

Basle enjoys a delightful situation on the 
banks of the Rhine, near the point where that 
noble stream ms^es a sudden bend to tlie north* 
it consits of two towns, imited by a long bridge. 
It stands very favourably for commerce, an ad- 
vantage which the inhabitants have turned to 
good account, by establishing a number of 
manufactures, and carrying on an extensive trade. 

The cathedral is an elegant Gothic pile ; but 
strangely disfigured by a daubing of I'ose-coloured 
paint, spread over the whole edifice. It contains 
the ashes of several great and illustrious charac- 
ters ; among the rest, the venerable remains of 
Erasmus are deposited under a marble tomb..... 
Few men have done more honour to learning 
than Erasmus, or have met with more distin- 
^ished applause from impartial posterity* 
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obedience to the laws is administered to the citi- 
zens, in their respective tribes. 

The meanest citizen is legally capacitated to be 
a member of the great council ; and by the sin- 
gular mode of election may possibly be chosen- 
All ranks of citizens, save the members of the 
university, are eligible to fill up vacancies. The 
whole mass of the people is divided into eighteen 
tribes, each of which appoint twelve delegates 
to the great council ; and upon a vacancy, nomi- 
nate six persons, one of whom is chosen by lot. 

The reigning burgomaster, and the great tri- 
bune appointed to be the drawers of this official 
lottery, both at the same instant draw a ticket 
from two separate bags ; and the candidate, whose 
name comes out at the same time with the ficket 
on which the employment is writen, obtains the 
post.^ 

But it is not only councellors of state and the 
several magistrates that are choSen by lot ; even 
the professors of the university are elected in the 
same manner. Hence it has happened that the 
chairof rhetoric has been assigned to a mathema- 
tician ; and the professorship of anatomy to an 
admirer of the belles letters. The allotments 
are certainly ridiculous, and must tend to injure 
the credit of the university, not only in the eyes 
of the natives, but also of foreigners. Fortune in 
the distribution of her favours cannot possibly 
shew greater caprice than in similar instances. 

The sumptuary laws are very strict at Basle. 
The use of carriages in the town is not indeed 
prohibited, as in some of the capitals of the con- 
federacy ; but no citizen is allowed to have a ser* 
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Tant behind his carriage. Laws of thi» kind 
may sometimes be carried to an extravagant 
length; but in small republics the principle is sa- 
lutary. 

So partial are the lower ranks to the enjoy-*^ 
ments of their own country, that they seem to 
think that true felicity is centered at Basle ; and 
indeed the lower classes are no where more com- 
fortable. Freedom is the equal lot of all, and tlie 
poorer are not tortured by the sight of luxury 
which they cannot reach, nor rendered misera- 
ble by an ostentatious display of wealth and gran- 
deur. A happy simplicity of manners is univer- 
sally prevalent ; and it would excite a smile to 
enumerate all the articles which pass under the 
opprobrious name of luxuries. 

In genei'al the burghers sons receive an excel- 
lent education, which qualifies them for those of- 
fices which fortune may throw in their way. At 
the time our author was here, the treasurer was a 
baker, and had twice been appointed a candidate 
for the office of the great tribune. 

The conduct of magistrates is no where more 
freely or severely canvassed than at Basle. Per- 
haps this privilege may be often extended beyond 
its proper limits ; but it is the vital principle of 
liberty, not to controul it; and without this no 
free government can long survive. Restrain li- 
berty of speech, and freedom is no more ! 

Basle is the largest, and seems once to have 
been the most populous of the Swiss towns. It 
is capable of containing one hundred thousand 
inhabitants, though now they are dwindled away 
to about fourteen thousand. The discourage- 
ments which foreigners are under, who ai^ nei- 
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ther permitted to cany on any commerce, nor 
to follow any trade, and the jealousy the citi- 
zens shew, to keep all power in their own hands, 
have been the principal causes to hasten the de- 
cline of the place. The magistrates, indeed, are 
sensible of the impolite restraints under which 
strangers labour ; but large bodies of men -are 
seldom actuated by such a generous spirit as to 
sacriHce personal and immediate advantages to 
the future welfare of the comniunity. 

During Mr. Coxe's stay at Basle, he was 
prompted by curiosity to visit the hospital and 
burying ground of St. James, not far from the 
town, near the small river Birs, celebrated for a 
desperate combat^ in 1444, between the Swiss 
and the dauphin of France, afterwards Louis XL 
Never was Swiss valour and intrepidity more 
signally displayed than on that memorable day. • 
Fifteen hundied of them had the courage to op- 
pose themselves to eight thousand of the enemy's 
cavalry ; and though victory at last declared for 
the French, it cost them more than three ^mes 
the number of their opposers. 

Of the whole phalanx of the Swiss, only six- 
teen escaped from the field of battle ; and these, 
in conformity to the old Spartan discipline, were 
branded with infamy, for not having sacrificed 
their lives in defence of their country. Among 
those who were desperately wounded, and left 
on the field of battle, only thirty-two were found 
alive. The names of many of these glorious pa- 
triots were carefully registered, and still remsun 
on record. 

Louis himself declared, that such another vic- 
tory would ruin his army 4 and generously con- 
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miles from Bask, in a fertile plain, at the bottom 
of a ridge of hills, not far from the Voges ; and 
its whole territory is comprised within a precinct 
of eight miles. 

It was received in the Helvetic confederacy in 
1 5 1 5, by which its liberty and independence have 
been preserved, both from the encroachments tof 
the empire and of France. The government is 
aristo-democratical. The supreme power resides 
in the great and little councils, consisting, U^e- 
ther, of seventy-eight persons, drawn from the 
burghers, whose number amounts to seven hun- 
dred, distributed into six tribes. The inhabitants 
are of the reformed religion, and the town contains 
about six thousand souls, with about two thousand 
more m its little territory. 

Though the greatest part of the dominions sub- 
ject to the bishop of Basle, or, as the protestants 
style him, the Prince of Porentru, is not com- 
prised within the limits of Switzerland, yet as 
many of his subjects are comburghers with Berne, 
and under the protection of that republic, his ter- 
ritory is usually included in all the topographical 
accoimts of the cantons. 

Our author made several excursions into this 
bishopric, and informed himself as to its political 
and local circumstances. The sovereign of this 
country is chosen by the chapter of eighteen ca- 
nons, resident at Arlesheim, and confirmed by 
the pope. He is a prince of the German em- 
pire, and does homage to the emperor for that 
part of his territory which lies within the circle of 
the Upper Rhine. 

The fonn of government is a limited monar- 
chy ; the bishop being bound, on all important oc- 
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and form the usual promenade of the toWh. The 
walks are carried along the sides of rocks, richly 
w^odedj and thi-ough a deUglftful semicircular 
plain, bounded by fertile hills, and watered by a 
sm^il lake* Several natural caverns add to thi* 
romantic beauty of the Scenery, wliile many tfan»* 
lucent streams, conveyed from a distance, fall in 
^mall ca«cades, or bubble from the ground like 
real springs. 

In another excursion to Bienne, they passed 
through a fertile plain, watered by the Birs, and. 
bounded by two chains of the Jura* As they prcM 
ceeded, the plain gradually narrowed, and the 
mountains appi-oached each other* They now 
entei^d the rich valley of Lauflen, encircled by 
rocks, sprinkled with groves of oak and beechy 
and exhibiting many romantic points of view. 

About three leagues farther, they came to a 
narrow pass, which leads to the valley of Del* 
mont, and ascended to the tovm of the same natlae, 
pleasantly situated on an acclivity, backed by 9 
ridge of rocks, embrowned by firs. 

A mile beyond Delmont,they stopped at Cop- 
randdin, to view an iron foundery. The ore is 
drawn from the valley of Delmont, and is taken 
from the ground in pieces generally no larger than 
a pea- 
Soon after quitting Corrandelin, they entered 
a narrow glen, about four miles long, and, in 
many places, resembling a subterraneous passt^* 
The road winds by the side of the impetuous 
Birs, at the bottom of two ranges of white rocks, 
of inaccessible height, yet agreeably feathered 
with trees, which almost exclude the rays of the 
^un from the narrow vak below. 
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Two miles farther they reached the celebrated 
pass of Pierre Pertius, at the bottom of which the 
Birs bursts from the ground in seyeral copious 
spiings, and turns two mills within a few paces 
of its principal source- 
Pierre Pertius is a large arched aperture through 
a solid rock, about thirty feet long, forty-five 
broad, and thirty high in the lowest part. It i» 
doubtful whether it is formed by art or nature^ 
A Roman inscription over the arch, much de&ced^ 
has exercised the ingenuity of several antiquaries* 
It seems to imply that a road was formed dirough 
the mountain by Patermus, a duumvir, during 
the reign of Marcus Aurelius and Verus. 

The southern extremity of Pierre Pertius leaids 
into the valley of St. Imier. The inhabitants are 
Protestants, and are governed by a bailiff, ap» 
pointed by the bishop of Basle. The whole dis^ 
trict lies within the Jura mountains, and is fei"- 
tile in pasturage. 

On arriving at the extremity of Mount Jur% 
one of the sublimest views in nature btirsts on the 
sight, commanding a^ undulating line of country 
fertilized by the Aar, and backed by the majestic 
chain of Alps, extending beyond the frontiers of 
Savoy. 

Descending gently into the plain, they crossed 
the Sure, and finished this delightful expeditioii 
at Bienne. 

This small territory lies between the lake and 
a chain of the Jura mountains, and contains about 
six thousand inhabitants. The town istands at the 
foot of^ the Jura, near the borders of the lake, 
which i¥, here about nine miles in length and four 
in breadth. 
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The bishop of Basle is soTereign of this dis- 
trict ; but the inhabitants enjoy many extensive 
^Tileges and fraachises* The revenue amounts 
only to about three hundred pounds per annum ; 
but) mean as his civil list is, it is still more con- 
ttderable than his power* 

The language of the country is a kind of pro- 
vincial German. The people are active and in* 
dustriousf and several manufactures are establish- 
ed in the town, which carries on a considerable 
tarade. 

The road from Bienne to Soleure traverses a 
fertile valley watered by the Aar, at the foot of 
a ridge of Mount Jura^ the sides of which are 
deeply tinged with pendent forests of pine and iir« 

Soleure is delightfully situated on the Aar^ 
which here expands its banks, and opens into a 
spacious river* Some fanciful antiquarians ascribe 
the foundation of this town to Abraham ; others 
with more probability maintain, that it was one 
of the twelve towns which was destroyed upon 
the emigration of the original inhabitants into 
Gaul* But whenever its demolition happened, it is 
pretty clear, fixnn the medals, inscriptions, and 
antiquities, found in the neighbourhood, that the 
spot was re-occupied by a Roman colony, as its 
Qame, Castrum Salodurense, imports. 

It is now a small, but extremely neat, town, 
surrounded by regular stone fortifications. Its po- 
pulation amounts to about four thousand. The 
church of St. Urs is one of the most striking ob- 
jects in it* This is a noble modem edifice, of 
whitish grey stone, which admits of a high polish. 
The lower part of the building is of the Co- 
rinthian, and the upper of the Composite order. 
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The expense amounted to at least eighty thou- 
sand pounds ; a very considerable sum to a re- 
public, whose annual revenues do not exceed 
twelve thousand sterling. 

In the pnson house, a strong stone buildings 
the criminals are confined in separate cells. 
Though the penal laws are apparently severe, yet 
the judicial sentences are so remarkably miM, 
that we are told a prisoner, on his acquittal, wrote 
on the wall of his cell, " He who is inclined to rob 
and escape hanging, let him exercise his trade in 
the canton of Soleure." 

The public library is a late erection, and con- 
sequently cannot boast of any considerable trea- 
sures ; yet by the industry and sseal of the Abbe 
Herman, it has already risen to some distinction* 
Great praise is due to this public spirited ecclesi- 
astic, who with an income of barely sixty pounds 
a year, gave birth to the institution, and incieas* 
ed its stores at his private charge. 

The circumjacent country is pleas^tly diversi- 
fied, and presents many views, which are as 
agreeable as wild, and as pleasing as romantic* 
The situation of the hermitage, called des Crc4x, 
IS a most enchanting retreat, at the extremity of a 
small wood not far from the town. This, how- 
ever, is only one of the many scenes that invite 
admiration. In a country so pictiu^sque as Swit- 
zerland, it is impossible to particularize every 
lovely or impressive view. 

The canton of Soleure, which holds the .ele- 
venth rank in the Helvetic confederacy, stretches 
partly through the plain, and partly along the 
chains of Jura, and contains about fifty thousand ' 
people. 
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are exercised by the inferior officers in their res- 
pective villages. 

The sovereign power resides in the great coun- 
cil, which, including the senate, or little coun- 
cil of thirty-six, consists of one hundred and 
two members, chosen by the senate, in equal 
proportions, from the eleven tribes or companies, 
into which the ancient burghers are distributed ; 
and in all instances, the vacancy is filled up from 
the company to which the last member belonged. 

The prerogatives of the great council, ore to 
enact and abrogate laws, to explain any obscure 
parts of the constitution ; to levy taxes ; to de- 
clare war, and conclude peace ; to contract alli- 
ances ; and to I'eceive appeals in criminal causes, 
and in civil processes alx>ve a certain value. It 
assembled ordinarily once a month ; and extra-* 
. ordinarily on being convened by the senate. 

The senate or little council, a constituent part 
of the great, is composed of the two advoyers, 
or chiefs of the republic, who annually alternate ; 
the chancellor or secretary of state, who, how- 
ever, has no vote ; and thirty-three senators 
drawn from the remsdning sixty-six members of 
the great council, in equal proportions from the 
eleven tribes. 

This senate is entrusted with the executive 
power, and with the care of the police. It has 
likemse supreme and final jurisdiction in all cri- 
minal causes, except where a burgher is concern- 
ed, who has the privilege of an appeal to the 
great council. The qualifications of a senator 
are, that he shall be twenty-four years of age, a 
member of the great council, and drawn from 
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tiristocratiGal, the lower classes of the people hav- 
fiig little share in it. But under whatever deno^ 
BUnatlon it may be classed, it is certainly mild 
and equitable, and the people are tranquil and 
contented. 

The French ambassador to the Helvetic body- 
resides at Soleure, and distributes those annual 
subsidies which are stipulated by treaty to be paid 
to the cantons** 

It has long been a disputed point, whethel^ 
Switzerland gains or loses by hiring out hertroops 
to foreign nations in alliance with her* That the 
fidelity of these troops is universally allowed, is a 
circumstance that redounds to the honour of tlic 
national character; but, on the other hand, to traf» 
fie in blood, and for paltry subsidies to engage in 
any cause, seems to betray a mercenary spirit, and 
a disregaixi of justice and humanity* It has been 
urged that, were it not for those drains of the 
people, Switzerland would be overstocked with 
inhabitants, and find a difficulty in procuring 
Hubsistence ; but in reply to this reasoning, it 
may justly be alleged, that the Swiss do not use 
all the resources in their power; and that com* 
merce, in particular, is fiir from being generally 
encouraged or attended to* 

In short, it seems, that the only advantage the 
cantons derive from engaging their subjects in 
fi>reign service, is to keep up a knowledge of the 
art of war and a martial spirit, which might be 
fast, or evaporate, during the long periods of 

• This must be read with a reference to the time when 
Mr. Coxe wrote. The former relations between Fmncft 
and foreign nations are now totally changed ; but Gertainl|r 
less with Switzerland than other countries* 
V. s« t 
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peace which the Swiss enjoy. In other ^ewsy 
they are certainly losers ; for the population is by 
no means so large as might be desirable: in most 
of the great to^vns, there is a manifest deficienry 
of inhabitants ; and even in the coimtry, hands 
are frequently wanted for the purposes of agri- 
culture. 

Having finished his account of Soleure, we 
next find our author at Zuric, from which he 
proceeded to' Albis, a small village about three 
leagues distant, seated on the summit of a moun- 
tain, and commanding a delightful prospect. 

Farther on they passed over the field of battfe 
at Cappel, where Zuinglius was slain. While 
they regretted this instance of disunion between 
the Swiss cantons, they could not refi^n their 
unavailing concern at tlie contemplation of the 
. premature death of that great reformer, who fell 
in the forty-eighth year of his age. 

They pursued their journey to Ziig through a 
most delightful country, so thickly covered with 
fruit trees, that the whole resembled a continued 
orchard. 

Zug, the capital of a canton, is chaimingly st- 
tuated on the edge of a beautiful lake, in a fertile 
valley, abounding with com,, pasture, and wood. 
This canton preserved its fidelity to the house of 
Austria, when the neighbouring states had formed 
themselves into independent republics ; but as it 
afforded frequent opportunity of invasion to their 
grand enemy, the allied states, in 1351, laid siege 
to Zug, and as the Duke of Austria was in no 
condition to relieve it, the town, at length, was 
obliged to surrender. The generosity of the con- 
querors was equal to the courage and magnani« 
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inity of the vanquished; for, in consequence o^ 
this submission, tiie canton of Zug was delivered 
from a foreign yoke, and was admitted into th« 
Helvetic confederacy. 

The government of this little canton is ex- 
tremely complicated; and the inhabitants of the 
town have somewhat more influence than those 
in the other democratic cantons. The general 
administration of affairs is intrusted to the council 
of the regency, composed of forty members. The 
council, as well as the landamman, reside always 
m the capital, 

Oswald, one of our old British kings, is the ti- 
tular saint of Zug. In the church stands his sta- 
tue, with the subsequent inscription : 

' Sanctas Oswaldus Rex An^^lia Patronus huji.s Eeclesia. 

This Oswald was a king of Northumberland, in 
tlie seventh century, and was much renowned for 
his chastity, and the fancied miracles he perform- 
ed. Why, or by what means, he became so high- 
ly honoured at Zug, would be vain to enquire- 
Superstition has nothing to do with argument 
or reason ; and Oswald, it must be confessed, is 
just as valuable a patron as any saint in the ca- 
lender. 

Having got into a boat at Zug, they rowed 
across the lake, about three leagues long and one 
broad, and lanc-jid in the canton of Schweitz. 
From thence they walked to Kussnacht ; and in 
the way passed by a small chapel sacred to Wil- 
liam Tell, and said to be erected on the spot 
where he shot the Austrian governor. 
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At Kussnacht they embarked on the laVe of 
Lucerne, and as they approached the fine town 
^f that name, they were enchant^ with the 
views which presented themselves on all sides. 

Lucerne revolted from the house of Austria^ 
and joined the confederacy which had been par- 
tially formed. In 1386, however, Leopold invaded 
the canton with a numerous army, determined 
to bring the people back to their allegiance. The 
combined troops of the Swiss engaged the ene- 
my at Sempach, and gained a bloody victory, in 
which Leopold lost his life. When his troops 
began to waver and fall back, he might have 
escaped; but determined not to survive such an 
ignominious day, he rushed into the thickest 
ranks of the foe, and was slain. His armour is 
still preserved in the arsenal of the place, toge- 
ther with a quantity of cords, with which, ac- 
cording to tradition, he intended to have bound 
the citizens of Lucerne. 

The government of this republic is aristocra- 
ticaJ, or rather oligarchical. The sovereign power 
resides in the council of one hundred, compri^ng 
the senate, or little council. The former is no- 
minally paramount, but the whole power actually 
resides in the latter, consisting of thirty-six mem- 
bers. 

The chiefs of this republic are two advoyers, 
who are chosen from among the members of the 
senate, by the sovereign counc;l, and annually 
confirmed. In all elections, the relations of the 
candidate, to the third degree, are excluded from 
voting ; and neither the fiither and the son, nor 
two brothers, can be members of the senate at 
the same time. This is apparently an excellent 
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Mgulaticm, to prevent the too great influence of 
family connections ; but, however specious in 
theory, it is found to be useless in practice. 

Lucerne *being the first in rank and power 
among the Catholic cantons, is the residence of the 
pope*s nuncio. The town scarcely contains three 
-thousand inhabitants ; it is almost destitute of 
manufactures, and has little commerce. Nor is 
this all....there is neither taste nor encouragement 
for learning ; yet, under those combined disad- 
vantages, some few have rendered themselves 
eminent by their literary acquirements. Our au- 
thor mentions M. Balthasar, a member of the se- 
nate, and a man of great intellectual energy. 

The population of the canton has considerably 
increased within the last century, a proof of the 
mild equity of the government, and the progress 
of the people in agricultural pursuits ; for they 
have little else to depend on. 

The cathedral and the Jesuit's church are the 
only public buildings worthy of notice ; and they 
are laden with false ornaments, and disgraced by 
.paltry paintings. In the cathedral is a fine-toned 
organ of large dimensions. 

The bridges, which skirt the town, round the 
edge of the lake, are the fashionable promenades. 
Being covered a top, and even at the sides, they 
afford a pleasing view of the surrounding scenery. 
• They are frequently decorated with coarse paint- 
ings. 

On the arrival of Mr. Coxe and friends at Lu- 
cerne, they were introduced to General Pfiifer, 
an officer in the French service, and a native of 
this town. He shewed them his topographical 
representation of the mountainous part of Sv, it- 
F 2 
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xerland) 'which is extremely curious. It it a mo» 
del in relief^ about twelve feet long and nine a&d 
a half broad, comprising about sixty square 
leagues. 

The composition is principally a mastic of 
charcoal, lime, clay, pitch, and a thin coat of wax; 
but so hard, that it may be trode on withoirt di^ 
mage. The whole is painted to nature ; and vfr- 
presents the vegetable productions, the strata, 
lakes, towns, villages, and every object that €:aii 
deserve the least attention. 

The fine representation of a great part of Swit- 
zerland is taken from actual examinations on the 
spot, and has employed the general for manf* 
years. He takes his elevations from the level 
of the lake of Lucerne, which, according to Sau^ 
sure, is about one thousand four hundred and ei^lit 
feet above the level of the Mediterranean. 

The general was extremely polite, and took a 
pleasure in explaining every circumstance con- 
nected with his model. He began this elaborate 
work when he was fifty years of age, and though 
in his seventieth, when Mr. Coxe last saw him^ 
continued his annual expeditions to the Alps, with 
a spirit and ardour that would fatigue the most 
active youth. 

Among the phenomena of nature, he particu* 
larizedthe Rigi, an insulated mountain near the 
lake of Lucerne, twenty-five miles in circumfer* 
ence, and rising to a perpendicular height of 
more than four thousand feet. It is entirdy conci* 
posed of gravel and pudding stones, and must 
have been formed by the waters. 

Another singular ciuiosity is Mount Pilate, in 
the same vicinity, formerly called Mons Fileatua^ 
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from its top being generally covered with adoud, 
or cap. This word has been corrupted into Pilate^ 
aad a thousand ridiculous stories have been in- 
vented to account for the name. Among others, 
it is said, that Pontius Pilate, being seized with 
remorse, made an excursion into Switzerland, and 
drowned himself in a lake at the top of that 
mountiun. 

At the elevation of five thousand feet, and in 
the most perpendicular part of Mount Pilate, is 
observed in the middle of a cavern, hollowed in 
a black rock, a colossal statue of white stone* It 
is the figure of a man, in drapery, standing, lean- 
ing his dibow OB a pedestal, with one leg crossed 
over the other, and so regularly formed, that it 
cumot be supposed to be a iustxs nature. To this 
statue the peasants give the "name of Dominic^ 
and frequently accost it» By whom, or in what 
maniier, it could be placed in such a situation, 
which has hitherto proved inaccessible to all, k 
is diificult to conceive. About the be^nning of 
the present century, one Huber, a native of a 
neighbouring village, attempted to descend into 
the cavern by means of ropes let do^vn from the 
summit of the rock. He succeeded so far as to 
gain a near view of this singular phenomenon, 
and was again drawn up in safety. 

On a second trial he was suspended in the air, 
and was endeavouring to draw himself into the 
cavern by fixing a graple to the statue....At this 
instant the cord broke, and he was dashed to pieces. 

Smce that dreadful accident, no one has veni- 
tured to repeat the experiment from the same 
qiKuter. Ih 1756, however. General PfiiTer, and 
eig^ others^ made atrial to praetrate to this sta- 
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tue by a small opening on the opposite side of 
the mountain, which was supposed to conunuai- 
cate with the cavern. They crept on their hands 
and knees, one behind the other, and winding ia. 
the bed of a small torrent, through several nar- 
row passes, they, at length, discovered the light 
of the sun through a remote chasm ; but as the 
distance seemed very considerable, and as the £sdl 
of a single stone would have precluded their re- 
turn for ever, they deemed it prudent to desist, 
and returned without effecting their purpose. 

In his different visits to Lucerne, our author 
traversed the interior parts of the canton, by se- 
veral routes. In one, he proceeded to the valley 
of Entlibuch, not often visited by travellers, which 
is one of those districts that unites the mild and 
cultivated with the more wild and rugged scenery 
of Switzerland. 

On quitting this valley, they crossed the Enune, 
over a covered bridge. The romantic situation 
* of Wertenslein, a convent of Cordeliers, over- 
hanging the perpendicular banks of that torrent, 
attracted their attention by its singulat* beauty. At 
Malters, being fair day, they stopped, and dined 
at the table d'hote, in company with several gen- 
tlemen from Lucerne. In walking through the 
fsdr, they observed several booths for the sale .of 
artificial flowers, which were eagerly purchased by 
the countiy girls, and stuck in their hats with a 
degree of rustic elegance not unbecoming. 

Near Zofiingen, they passed through a narrow 
valley, bounded by a chain of hills, which pre- 
sented a charming sylvan scene. As they de* 
scended towards Suraee, the vallies expanded ; 
and coasting the lake of Sempach, they came to 
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the town of that name, celebrated for the battle 
w}»ch established the liberty of the Swiss. The 
anniversary of that memorable conflict, which 
happened on the 9th of July, 1386, is still com- 
nlemorated with great solemnity, both at Sem« 
pach and Lucerne ; and supplies an inexhaustible 
subject for poetry and music. 

On that anniversary, a large body of persona^ 
of all ranks, assemble on the spot where the bat- 
tle was fought. A priest ascends a pulpit, in the 
open «ttr, and delivers a thanksgiving sermon on 
the successful efforts of their ancestors on that 
happy day, which ensured to their country liber* 
ty and independence. 

Another priest reads a description of the battle^ 
and enumerates the names of those brave Swisa 
who sacrificed their lives in the defence of free- 
dom. They then repair to a small chapel, where 
masses are sung for the souls of the deceased, in 
which as many as can be admitted join ; and the 
rest perform their devotions without, or on the 
field of battle, before four stone crosses. 

The lake of Lucerne, from the sublimity, aa 
well as variety, of its scenery, is perhaps the fin- 
est body of water in Switzerland. It is bounded 
towards the town of Lucerne, by cultivated hills, 
gradually sloping to the water, contrasted on the 
opposite bank by an enormous mass of steril crag- 
gy rocks. Mount Pilate rises boldly from the 
lake, and, according to General Pfiffer, its eleva- 
tion is not less than six thousand feet. Another 
branch of the lake, called that of Schweitz, is en- 
vironed by more lofty and more varied moun- 
tsdns ; some covered to their very tops with the 
most vivid verdure; others perpei^dicular and 
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craggy ; in one place forming vast amphithea- 
tres of wood, in another jutting into the water in 
bold promontories. 

On the eastern side lies the village of Gerisau, 
forming a republic of itself. Its whole territory 
is about two leagues in length and one in breadth ; 
and the number of its inhabitants about one thou- 
sand two hundredl Our author was informed, that 
there was not a single horse in the state ; and, in- 
deed, it is almost impossible he could be used in 
it. This little republic, in which peace and com- 
fort seem to reside, is mider the protection of Lu- 
^me, Uri, Schweitz, and Enderwalden. 

To the ambitious, who judge of governments 
by power and extent of dominion, Gerisau may 
appear contemptible ; but the smallest spot on 
earth, where civil liberty flourishes, cannot fail 
to interest those who know the true value of in- 
dependence, and are convinced that happiness 
does not consist in grandeur and extensive em- 
pire. 

Near the end of this branch of the lake lies 
the village of Brunnen, celebrated for the treaty 
concluded In 1315, between Uri, Schweitz, and 
Underwalden. Here they landed, and walked to 
Schweitz, which stands on the slope of a hill, at 
the bottom of two high and rugged rocks. Its 
scite is extremely delip:htful. The church is a 
large magnificent building in the center of the 
town. 

Reimbarking at Brunnen, they soon entered 
the third branch of the lake, or that of Uri, the 
scenery of which is still more grand and impres- 
sive. During a navigation of nine miles, the 
rocks were so steep and close, that they did not 
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observe above four or five places where a landing 
would have been practicable. The rocks are 
wholly composed of stones of the shape and size 
of bricks, so as to appear quite artificial. They 
rise to the height of sixty feet, and are frequently 
clothed with underwood and shrubs. 

At Seelisberg they obsei'ved a small chapel, ap- 
parently inaccessible, and below it the little vil- 
lage of Gruti, where the three heroes of Switzer- 
land are said to have taken reciprocal oaths of fi- 
delity, when they planned the revolution that set 
their country free. 

On the opposite side is a chapel, erected in ho- 
nour of William Tell, on the spot where it is saiflf 
he leaped from the boat, in which, he was convey- 
ing as a prisoner to Kussnacht. It is built upon a 
rock, projecting into the lake, under a hanging 
wood ; a situation amid scenes so peculiarly strik- 
ing and awful, as must rouse the most dull and 
torpid imagination- On the inside of this chapel, 
are coarsely painted the several actions of the 
deliverer of his country. As they stood viewing 
them, they observed the countenances of the wa- 
termen glistening with exultation ; and they re- 
lated vnth niuch spirit and sensibility the cruel- 
ties of Gesler, and the intrepidity of William 
Tell- Such a natural enthusiasm is highly ho- 
nourable, and ought to be encouraged, when res- 
pect is paid to virtue. 

Having landed at Fluellen, they walked to Alt- 
dorff, the capital burgh of the canton of Uri, situ- 
ated, in a narrow valley, almost wholly surround- 
ed by stupendous mountains. It contains several 
neat and comfortable houses, the tops of which 
are covered with large stones, in order to prevent 



CD COX£»S TRAVELS. » 

their being carried away by those hunicBiied, 
which are so frequent in mountainous reg^ns* 

The government of Uri and SchweitE, from 
the latter of which, as being one of the first as* 
sertors of liberty, the appellation of Switzerittid 
is given to the whole country, is purely demQ> 
cratical. The supreme power resides in the in- 
habitants at large, who are divided into several 
communities, from which are chosen the coun- 
cils of regency^ 

In the cantons of Uri and Underwalden, every 
burgher has a right to vote at the age of fourteen, 
and in Schweitz at fifteen. The councils of re- 
gency of Uri and Schweitz consist each of sixty 
members, and reside at the capital burghs. In 
this council the executive power is rested, and 
from this body the principal magistrates are 
chosen. 

The two cantons contain about fifty thousand 
souls, and can furnish about twelve thousand mi- 
litia. The same kind of soil and productions arc 
common to both ; the whole track is rugged and 
mountainous, consisting chiefly of pasture, and 
affording but little com* Yet to the native^ 

Deal* is that shed to which his soul conforms, 
And dear that hill which hfts him to the storms. 
And as a child, when scaring sounds molest, 
Clings close and closer to the mother's breast ; 
So the loud torrent, and the whiri wind's roar. 
But bind him to fais native mountain more. 

&0LDSMXTS* 

Every step they now took was, as it were, on 
sacred ground: monum^its continually occured 
of those memorable battles, fay which th« SwiM 
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rescued themselves fpDm oppression, and secured 
the enjoyment of their invaluable freedom. 

On fitting Altdorff, they passed at first 
Ihrongli 'a fertile grassy plain, in which the pea- 
sants were mowing their second crop of hay ; and 
in about nine miles began ascending. The road 
winds continually along the steep sides of the 
mountains ; and the Reuss in many places entire- 
ly fills up the bottom of the valley, which is very 
narrow. They were obliged to pass the river se- 
veral ^mes over wooden bridges of a single arch, 
and beheld it tumbling under their feet in chan- 
nelsi which it had formed through the solid rock*- 
Innumerable torrents roared down the sides of 
the mountains, which in some places were bare, 
in others 'tufted with wood. The darkness and 
solitude of the forests, the occasional recurrence 
of verdure ; immense fragments of rock, blended 
with enormous masses of ice, rendered the scene 
at once sublime and awful. 

They passed the night at Wasen, a small vil- 
lage,*^ next morning advanced for some way 
on a rugged ascent, through the same romantic 
country as before. Scarcely could they walk a 
hundred yards without crossing several torrents, 
that devolved themselves, from the tops of the 
mountains. 
This being one of the great passes into Italy, 
I Ihey-met many pack horses laden with merchan- 
j disc ; and as the road is in particular places very 
L narrow, it required some dexterity to make the 
" horses pass without jostling. 

These roads, impending over precipices, can- 
j not fsul of inspiring tensor into travellers unaccus- 
tomed to such a country. Hitherto, however, 
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they had passed through a track tolerably popu- 
lous ; but continuing to ascend, the coutitry sud- 
denly assumed a more steril and; inhospitable 
aspect ; the rocks were bare, craggy, and impend- 
ing ; and neither the vestige of a habitation^ nor 
scarcely a blade of grass was to be seen. 

In a short time, after entering on this scene, 
they came to a deep chasm over the Reuss, which 
here forms a considerable cataract down tlie 
shaggy sides of tlie mountain, which it has under- 
mined. The superstratum is called the Devil's 
Bridge 5 and when the cataract is viewed finom 
this spot, neither painting nor poetry can do jus- 
tice to the sublime horror it inspires. 

Not far from this desolate landscape, the road 
conducted to Umer-loch, a, subterraneous pas- 
sage, cut in a granite rock, which opened at the 
opposite entrance into the calm and cultivated 
valley of Urseren. In general, even in Switzer- 
land, there is a regular gradation from extreme 
wildness to high .cultivation ; but here the transi- 
tion is abrupt, and the change instantaneous. 

In this valley are four villages, fonning a small 
republic, under the protection of U.ri. The ter- 
ritory is about nine miles long and two broad, and 
contains about one thousand three hundred peo- 
ple. The chief magistrate is called the Talam- 
man ; and there is a permanent council of fifteen 
niembers, who assemble in each of the different 
districts. The inhabitants enjoy many privi- 
leges ; but are not absolutely independent, us ap- 
peals lie, in some cases, to Altdorff and Uri. 

Urseren is surrounded by high mountains, co- 
yered with pasturage to a considerable height, 
jbut capped with snow. Near the middle af this 
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plies the second source ; and the third is &CTuah- 
ed by the melted snows of Mount Feudo. 

These three sources uniting with another 
branch, that flows fix>in tl^ Furca, through the 
valley of Bedreto, from one great toi'reut that, 
after quitting the Alps, traverses part of the Mi- 
lanese, and falls into the Po. 

The Reuss rises from a Lake of Locendro, 
an oblong piece of water, about three miles in cir- 
cumference, embosomed by the mountains Peti- 
na and Locendro. The stream issuing from 
this lake, pours through the valley of St» Gothard, 
and joining in the vale of Urseren a branch 
from the Furca, and another from th« Grison 
mountains, flows towards the north into the lake 
of Lucerne, and from thence throws itself into 
the Po. 

Within a days' journey, is the scwree of the 
Rhine in the Grisons, and about the distance of 
three leagues, that of the Rhone in the Furca. 

They were still surrounded with high- rugged 
rocks and inaccessible glaciers, so that their view 
was very much confined. According to Saus- 
sure, they were now seven thousand feet above 
the level of the sea ; or, according to the calcu- 
lation of General Pfiffer, 9075; yet this is not 
the highest spot, even in Switzerland. 

A few years agO) the elector of Bavaria sent 
the friars, who inhabit this dreary spot, several 
barometers, thermometers, and other meteorolo- 
gical instruments, from which the following ob- 
servations on the atmosphere have been made. 

In the most extreme degree of cold^ the mer- 
cury in Reaumur's thermometer fell to 19 deg, 
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Mr. Coxe plunged into the torrent on horseback* 
One of the servants being seized with a panict 
had nearly fallen down the precipice ; but by some 
assistance^ he got over safe- 
Being collected on the other side, they regsun- 
cd a kind of path, but so steep, that it waa thought 
prudent to dismount, and suffer the horses to 
make their ovm way. At length, with ex- 
treme hazard, they reached the summit of the 
Furca, which receives its name from a num- 
ber of rugged and forked rocks, piled one upoit 
another* 

The country round is as dreary and desolate 
as possible. All vegetation seemed to have ceas- 
ed, and nothing presented itself to their view, 
but the most astonishing and sublime scenes pi 
rude nature. 

• Beginning to descend, they came to a clear 
stream of water, by the side of which they sat 
down to a repast of bread, cheese, and hard eggs> 
the only provisions they could procure at the last 
habitable place. In full view before them was 
the glacier of Furca, an immense valley of ice, 
at least tliree miles long and one broad. 

The sun shining in an opposite direction, it 
glistened like crystal, and reflected a number of 
beautiful tints. The ice seemed to be breaking 
in several places, from the cracks they heard ; 
while the torrent of die Rhone, that rises chiefly 
from this glacier, was roaring beneath. The 
range of mountains on which they were sitting 
was -ov^spread with underwood imd herbage ; 
and some cattle were feeding on the b^hts ; a 
pleasing contrast to the sterility of tht .opposite 
chain. 
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After finishing their banquet, and taking time, 
to coatemplate the aingularity of the scene, they 
descended to the bottom of the glacier, where 
they viewed the Rhone bursting with violence 
from its bed of ice, near the huge fragments of a 
fallen rock. 

Following the coursd of thjMtream, they pro- 
ceeded down a mountain so. steep, that the seve- 
ral parts of the road winding along its sides, were 
fi«quenUy parallel to each other. The Rhone 
foamed with amazing rapidity through the valley 
below, and fell in successive cataracts. 

They had now travelled fifteen miles from Ur-. 
seren, without seeing a single dwelling ; but at 
this spot they came in sight of a few cottages on 
the other side of the Rhone, which announced 
their approach to the Vallais. In a short time 
that beautiful vale opened to their enchanted 
view, presenting several scattered villages. 

They wished to take up their abode for the 
night at a very mean inn, the master of which, 
pointing to a large cheese, told them it was all 
his provision ; his bread, his fish, and his meat* 
Anxious for better fiare and more comfortable ac- 
commodations than this place supplied, they push- 
ed on to Munster, where they arrived late at 
night, and found good entertainment for the 
country Ihey were in. 

On quitting Munster, next morning, they 
were joined by a peasant, who wishing to know 
their opinion of his dear country, pointed to the 
mountsdns with rapture, and exclaimed, " Be- 
hold omr. widls and bulwarks : Constantinople is 
not £o strongly fortified." 
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This part of the Vallais seems not to be much 
frequented by travellers, as the inhabitants shew- 
ed more signs of curiosity than is usual where 
strangers are often seen. 

Leaving the plain, they began to ascend the 
Grimsel, one of those Alps which separate the 
Vallais from the canton bf Berne. They wfere 
four hours in reaching the summit. The lower 
parts were pretty fertile, higher up were forests 
of larch and pme, and on the top grew nothing 
but lichens and mosses. 

From the top of the Grimsel, they descended 
about two miles, and arrived at a small plain, 
surrounded by mountains, on which stood one 
miserable hovel. Here they were obliged to pass 
the night. They were supplied with excellent 
cheese, butter, and milk ; some good wine, a 
portion of kid, and a boiled marmot. 

The landlord is stationed in this forlorn region 
by the canton of Berne, and he resides here nine 
months, on purpose to receive all travellers that 
can pay for their accommodations. When he 
quits the place, during the three winter months, 
when the road this way is almost impassable, he 
leaves a certain quantity of cheese, hard bread, 
salted provisions, and fuel, in case any unhappy 
wanderer should accidentally come that way. 

Numerous herds of goats are kept during sum- 
mer on the circumjacent mountains. They are 
let out every morning to feed on the pastures, 
and return every evening before sun-set, to be 
milked and housed. To a person fond of nature, 
it is a pleasing sight to observe them marching 
homewards in the same herd, following each 
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other along the broken j^cipiees, and clamber- 
ing up the almost inaccessible rocks*. 

The sources of the Aarlie in these mountains. 
Near the hoTel, where our traveller lodged are 
three lakes that supply water to that impetuous 
river, which rolls from the neighbouring glaciers* 
Mr. Coxe walked some way along the side of the 
Aar, searching for crystals, which are common kk 
these parts, and found pieces of various colours. 
It is certam that veins of gold and other metals 
abound hi the mountains; and a considerable 
quantity of gold-dust has been' found in the bed 
of the Aar. But perhaps nothing could be more 
£atal to the interests of Switzerland, or more ob- 
noxious ta the liberties of the people, than the 
sudden influx of wealth, from opening mines of 
the precious metals. The industry of every wise 
nation is more estimable than its^ wealth ; and 
happiness consists rather in an ignorance of wants,, 
than in a capacity of gratifying them. 

Though it was the 12th of August, our author 
found the cold on the Grimsel more piercing than 
he could well support, in so much, that it de« 
prived himi of sleep. 

Having quitted their wretched abode, they 
traversed the valley of the Aar, through an un- 
broken chain of wild, rugged, and uninhabitable 
Alps. 

The road along this vaTley was much narrower 
than that from Akdorffto St. Gothard, and was 

* Tke chamois goat is common on these mountains. 
They usually keep in herds of twenty or thirty, one of 
which is aJways stationed as sentinel, while the rest are 
feeding. The lichen rangiferinus, ot rein-deer lichen, is a 
favourite part of its food. 
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formed in a similar manner along the steeps and 
declivities, with arches and bridges over the 
chasms, and across the tremendous precipices. 
It is paved with flat pieces of granite, so smooth 
and slippery, that horses must be rough shod to 
be able to keep their feet. 

This valley exhibited the usual Alpine scenes, 
except that the Aar rushes with more than com- 
mon impetuosity, and frequently, when swollen 
with torrents, ravages the adjacent country. 
They crossed it several times over stone bridges o£ 
a single arch. In one place they saw tlie river 
falling from a considerable height into a deep 
and narrow gulph, and then losing itself in the 
midst of the forest. The body of water is very 
considerable, and the perpendicular fall, as far as 
our author could judge by the eye, was at least 
one hundred and fifty feet. The surrounding 
scenery was majestic and solemn ; the grey rocks 
rising to a great height on both sides, with their 
tops fringed with pines. 

In their way to Meyringen, they traversed large 
forests of beech and pines, and at last, passing 
several small villages, which formed a delightfid. 
contrast with the desolate country they had just 
left, they entered a beautiful little valley, where 
all was calmness and repose. 

From this silent and sequestered spot, they de- 
scended to a larger valley, on the banks of the 
Aar, picturesque in the highest degree, from the 
agreeable and ever- varying colour of the rocks 
that bound it, whose tops are broken into irregu- 
lar and fantastic forms. Here, indeed, every cot- 
tage, every fragment, every shruh? is a picture 
in itself. 



COXE'S TRAVELS. 71 

Haying now ^sited the sources of thie three 
great rivers in Switzerland, and traced their im- 
petuous progress, through a track of country, in 
which nature has exhibited the most grand and 
most august 6f her works, our author confesses 
his inability to describe the impression which the 
scenes *made on his mind. Every river, every 
rock, mountain, cataract, and precipice is re- 
spectively distinguished by an infinite diversity of 
modifications, and by all the possible forms of 
beauty or magnificence, of sublimity or horror. 
Yet these discriminating variations, which cannot 
escape the most incurious eye, elude every at- 
tempt at delineation, and defy the strongest pow- 
ers both of the pen and the pencil. 

Meyringen, to which they were now advanced, 
is a large and neat village, and the capital burgh 
of Hasliland, a district in the canton of Berne, 
which enjoys considerable privileges. The peo- 
ple are governed by their own magistrates, and 
only take an oath of fidelity to the sovereign coun- 
cil of Berne. They are a. fine race of men ; and 
seem to possess superior strength and beauty to 
many of their neighbours. The women are tall 
and handsome, and wear their fine brown hair 
in the most bewitching style. 

Meyringen stands on the Aar, in a very roman- 
tic vale, surrounded by meadows of the most luxu- 
riant vegetation, and dotted with cottages: 
Close to the village, the torrent of Alp-bach falls 
from Mount Housli, in two perpendicular cas- 
cades, and in such a large volume as to occasion 
frequent inundations. Near this torrent, another 
fell of water, called the Dorf-bach, glides gently 
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idowii the bare rodk^ and farther on, the Mittebach 
^tistens through a hanging grove of |nne8. 

In the more mountainous parts of Switzerland, 
niTiiere there is little pasture, ttieat is very rea- 
sonable, but bread comparatively dear. How- 
ever, as money is very scarce here, when we are 
told that beef sells at two pence halfpenny a 
pound, we are not to suppose that the poor can 
live better than in England, when it is sold at 
five pence. In estimating the price of commo- 
dities, the comparative value of money must al- 
ways be taken into consideration. 

They left Meyringen on the 13th of August, 
and mounted the Sheidec, through a beautiful 
forest of beech and pines. About two miles on 
their way, they dismounted, to view the fall of 
Reichenbach, deservedly celebrated for its variety 
and beauty. 

The Reichenbach rises at the foot of the Wet- 
terhom, and rolls in numerous cataracts down the 
steep sides of Mount Sheidec, till it unites with 
the Aar at Meyringen. Its falls may be divided 
into three parts, each of which has its appropri- 
ate features of sublimity or beauty. Its greatest 
elevation may be about two h\mdred feet perpen- 
dicular. The spray, the foam, the roar, at once 
delight and astound. 

After having ascended about three hours from 
Meyringen, they halted to refresh in a delightful 
vale, strewed with cottages, and environed by 
woods, glaciers, and mountains; among which, 
the Wetterhom, or Stormy Peak, lifted its pyra- 
midal top, capped with eternal snow. 

As they were taking their repast, they were 
startled by a noise like thunder, occasioned by a 
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flerjjynKirh is about bitu; h»in<i»Tcl 
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^tbc \x)itom of llic fitll, which di n 

tenant, quitr lintltfr f!tr 
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nee H tiikes its name, which iir 

f «>f f/tt*^, 
l^t mominqj they rtK?e tn the c^ctremky of 
ided Id the j^Iaciers* which 
of the Bit?it4iom and Gitiss- 
jr-Uivi iJioiiiiung about three hoora^ they 
^*vhiiLiidiubiti!d by ht.'n!ymeii, where thty 
' cold chamois ami (leltdrM!:^ cixitm, 
! they udrariced to ihc lionrera of tjje 
^fvly Burroiiruicd by nigj^ed mid a.t- 
iablc mcks; and havinj^ tohtenipbtcd 
pd new with rapttiPL' nhd nstonishmtnu 
*imKd U* their foiiner fjuaincr^* 
hictircBt route, from the r hiii'niing valley 
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I U'lc b;uLt», they louk ilu; usg 
,1 fertile plain, between the 1^ 
TJHii* *iiid Bncnitz. 

Al>oiii two Iraguts from Liiuterhnjenno 
ar rivet] ai I he Aur^ and followed its cpij 
jt Lutcrcd the lakf oF Tium* The body 
i- iL>MUt four Itagu nd oni" broad 

brj-t licrs lii^ nt:bly . J, turjcl pre 8 

ml charm itiji; laodscapcSi- 

Having coasted this lukc, thmup-h a Hefl 
cciuntry to tlic small village of ' nj 

,.^ri-r>A,-A to -EscIVh and uftcnt'aj^, , ca^ 

J of Fnnigen, and enjoyed, tftr i 
tk,..,... ,va)s a pmspcct of tlvosc ghidc 
had visiteil rlie day U'for<;. 

IK. .,.f.^^^ coiitinutd good as for as Kand 
fvcc travellers who arc too dcB 
L'd asrent cm foot or on hoi^ 
an JiiTii t bair, on mirti'ti ^ha 
id fnendss, bowcver, prtjcco 
] after nding on hour aiid J 
Ihiry iLinvt^a ut the siiuimit of the K^nder*^ 
a wooden crosa marks the enti-aucc iiitft ' 
VaUab. 

Th«; chain of momitailis^ which here - 
the canton of Be rnt? frotn the V ' 
the Gemmi, ft*om the point of ^v! 
ing the Vallaisi they had an ex' 
over that ferllle eounti'y, tmd the i __ « 
Baroy* 

The raomttain they ckscended is> iii 
places, almost perpendicular; yet a horne Vt 
has been hcwB^iJl lite hard rock* ut the iuint i 
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mtirh rrtquemed by invalids, who dtlictr 
lie drink Uic vvatei*Sf accorrliiig to their va- 
|m^<^. Ifi gijut, rbfimvatisms, obMrnriioTis, 
ncous disi:if fid's, these wntci^ aix' iicuily 
same clBrary as tiiosc of Bath. 

ofdiUcrcrH wannUis and *|ua- 

to the Tiiotil uciniiitc txpiTi* 

: n\c s'l ui y in Fahraif Kit's tlicrmouutrr, 

D^ed into die principal soiuTf ? stood ai 

t accotiimoilaiioTi^fi for the company are very 

Fotn^icrly llR*y wrrr d ; 

1 7 1 9, an avalmic/n- ft U w U u- 

froin a nei^hbourint^ j>lncit'i' upon ti^t vil- 

HA Co ovenvht^lni the ^reutcst ^H t»f tltc 

|^» 4i»jd Uie biiUis, and lo bury Timny of ilie 

Ill L, HO farther attention has been 

Ji- ar the urcominodutionsi than 

ntkr ihcm nsefid to the sick, Mr- 
'"^ T.cdk with Bath, g;ave his tdms 
which niif^ht ])c deriTed from 
m% i J i - - -' I u I ci% A sc: n si b 1 e j^entl eman of 
Hafc infonned hlmi iliu:t It hnd freqnemly 
I conieniplatiun to ciTCt buildings for the 
ah!c iTception of strangers ; but that some 
^ gi'eat credit und authority opposed all 
3its» on a prhieipiid similar to iht* po- 
ptvirgiis ; jtistly conceiving that a con- 
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insuitiei-s, at once 

i ""- -'■^' --•■ "^ri '-'^^i^* 

Fn>m Leuk ihej truvtfUed to Sion^ Ulc ^ 
of the \'alUi*i^ through a foi^st of ftir -^*- 
ihc Hhofic twice io their journey* 'i 
h iliviflcd into two distinclfti th^ i 
lower* The bishop of Siot\ wns foi 
poiutc sovcmp^n over ific ^t 
track ; but his powt.*r is noA\ 
scribL'd, aiitl lie lias only . 
Rrvrn dixairis. The ix[: 
11 iif the thirteen citnujtih ; 
i,.! iriilar leat^ic with the* 
ilcfcncL* of thdr common rcUgion* 

The inhabitants of this truck lire very *inhferf 
, or lar^e excrescences of ^^' 
I ; and what is tnoi-e rcmarkii* . , 

it imion^ Them. 

V k so very hot in this vule, thiit if n^- 
M . . 'I I ' 1 L ; 1 ' ■: rb tht: pc'a[jk indolent ; and W, 
IS so in [\y thut they have Iktk* occJis'ton to h 
Their naslincssis di^^ust'tni^ beyond t 
imd hfta by some been ascnl>cd as ilv 
their goitres- Thi% however, cannot 1> 
nor call drinking snow wutcr occasion r 
on the laftt ^supposition, ilicy woofd be i 
other parts of Switzerland. ^Ir# Cox* 
most particirUvr enqnirics, and the mo.' 
st;rvui;on, thinks that these horrid ex 
arise from the use of spring watcr^ > 
piX'gnait;d Willi a calcareous matter, 
the poms of old authors, and the topi 
eleJii- la cverj* country, lie observes, wiicrc \i*i> 
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^ tlriiik the 

At Matlock, 

r.Ut',,^^'^ fJCfSOflS Mid 

I. Bcmc, and 

U^ .3, ".i.i^i;^ ii-jhi the sEm© 

there arc maJiy (aticiful 

- « iL^r goitres to othLrr causes, 

txiiicludci fmm unifontt expc- 

tiiuL uni.iL' tht^y are very gtucral, iimust 

Ic . fi"oni the natiu^ and qualities of the 

^jncQt' caii8€ whicli gt^uemtes goitrrs, pro- 
rates in th€ (flsr of idiots ; for where 

Omicr abovitnl, tlic luti^r are also fbimd- 

■ijti^ our author's cxpethiion through the Vd- 
he observed Homt^ of ull pmyx-tii ions, fmm 
of u walnut to almost '' rss of a 

i}mtf* Tht? samt gradatioH i =. lie ob- 

red in tlic dt^gJX^e of kloicy* horne possess 
av^nin^s of reason, while oihcr* ai^e totally 
fluid dumb, ajid give no pitmf of existence, 
ncit mil mill seJisation* 
zh is Llie litre aiid inescpUcable coTineciion 
ctn our bodits antl uur miudM, that the one 
I ^ay s » y m pat h i ZAT 5 V i Ui t h t: o the r ; ai ul t he i'*;* 
tire h is by no means an ill-fotmdrd conjecture} 
[Itut the same waiters*. which create obstruciious 
l^^rHtr.^^ sT^ouJd also occasion nieMaJ iinbccih- 
■1 -ement. 

S5u,M \i,^. . Lipiial of the Vallais, is *»ituated near 

he Rhone, at the foot of three insulated rocks, 

lit viHM i\hovc the plain. The highe;3t» called 

r©urhillon, siippoits the rums of Uie old cpinco- 

\fid pulacc* On the second, named Valeria, ate 
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up vviUl the ^j^l^ i!V, 

iyuAi wiis fornicrly Uic pi 
Sidimi^ wlio mhubiied lhi» pi 
the time af Julius C^^fsov* A tew in 
aiill (xiinuiHnK provtis its ftntic|mty, Im . 
Mr* Coxt: objsi'vved^ is iii honour of thiiein; 
Augijsiust i» hifi eleYcnth cansiUshin- 

AlSioii tlicydischurgetUhcir ho> 
which hsal attciKkd them from Al.^uo. 
cd a toach, a piece of (uxitry tQ>vhit:i. 
been long iu\ii€custoTTied. Oui' authovt i^^ 
still prefei'vetl riding, ah it gave hiia a iwoi 
obstructed view oft lie coimtry. 

They stopped at Marti j^ny, siippcissci 
ancitm OctoiluiuiTi ; audi iudecdt r^JTi 
di!scriptioii<» thai town could not be i 
fi*on» ' Liit Mailigny- 

M* much tVeijvutnttid by trav^tlh 

Oieir wiiv to iht %si!ky orChuiiJotiny, f^- 
rkcj and the Lake of Gtinevji, nod h lb - . 
of the nitichaitdiJK' conveyed ovcrtht^ Giv 
Biiniard to ludy. 

Having crosatid the Tricnlf a 
ts^uiiig from a iiant>w and obsic^i 
arrived al Pisse \'acbe, a famous • 
rharact eristic bt'avity rtf tlnsjldl is, 
to bmst fj(jm a cleft lu tJie middle v\ 
through pendaiit shmbB, and romi% ti 
chI;m* tohmm of vpatcr, about two hm 
high. The volume being very amplti ..j 
elevation not so consii(cmble a& lo red%loe a 
spray, render ti>c e fleet very grand* 
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■lu uia roacu Vi Mch k 
.- of the valley* 
■ il ihe lower V'alJuis* Uit 
vct^ aiid uUow liuk' more 
tlit tthoDe butwt-en tbenip In 
fie luwii uf St. Miiuricci Mlmoiit 
\imii ujjoTi the rock, at the fool of bome 
Liiitnin*? near ihi' river. Its iinciciil up* 
^iUprcsetit 
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uncin^ Chrlstiaiuly- 

EW Uomuii inscriptions, chiefly iscpukhralt 

two (k faced ccduinns, art: the only genuine 

lUfls ot" the antiqiiity of Bt* Maurice* . It is 

tipally distinjiuished as being ibc grimrj en- 

Be fmni thi; canton of Bcmc into the Vallsiis* 

I jiass is very narrow* and so stroijjj;ly fotli- 

Fby nature^ that a handful of men might op- 

an amiff 

be t^tone bridge over the Rhine h ofvoy 
proji^ctiou ; its span being one hundred jind 

feet* 
am hence they travelled to Trieni, a villnge 
bt itmd to Mont Blafic aod the Alps of Sa- 
From the mountain of the Fnrcai the east- 
|erm honndary of (Jie Vallab, two vast ranges of 
I Ali>3' iiiclose that country* A tiack^ thus entire- 
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vur'ifHi* fratiiFL"^. A- 
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:ti£tHl, Vine yard's, riri^ 5 

at 

auu - - -^ ..-.^. :;....^..', . 

BuliUitvci. tbc rnlth^aiecl iin*1 Xh. 

to iiilccx the niiiid ivith the im ., |.... ^, 



iTcst Is usually finished in 
ivijrivu ,j in tli<? toore elevuted parts, \f^ 
the only prcidiiclivt.' gi';xm, and this crop 
dtim OIL l>efQrt: Norembtjr. 

TLtfre are no mnnuf^ctitrts in r 
OTi' e; and, mtleed* tl 

hu, t iLople IS no iesii rci 

Higa iiiduliiiKc ; so ihiiU coiirp;; 
Swiss in general, they may l»c < 
fionic ccntunes behhitl hjind m kriowh-d^ 
iniprttvements. Having frn* niint' to 
ondbcm^ salisficil with tT 
naturt'i Iht^y enjoy hur il 
studying to intpmvt: Iht^nu 

After qukUn^,- Trieut, tlicy traversed ti|{ 
val1it!S| thmitg'h forests ofitin^s., ulong tiit! \ 
nf Li snmli but impetiiouti tf^nt-nt, llie 
wliich is vci') rugged, is carnt^tl over wmt 1 
crugs of a niomitain> called Lti *f c;tc N^ir* ^ 
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ll ( I h h iid fmiTi ot 1 1 er m c n m i - 

'.w^ which nn' 
.: :heti a coTJsiil- 

.-,j., L*jnc<;ivc that the Jiiii 
I to cover its top and ^idesi t;x( t ■ 
of four Uimt^ml Tvei pcrpemht ii.^n, ^..^. 
j|oiii?ai!d m» horizontal direction, fmir^ Oic 
of Gmite to die summit ; and that the* 
Rgbt arihe um%v airKl ice, crijtitiuited (vmn iJic 
klom of t!>r glacier of Monanvcrt tn the 
Mt i»f Mrmt Bl:inr, cacinot be ksH thaii tv 

extetid huo Uie vale of Chamou- 

ijii fmni each othLr hy rorv«ts» com* 

[ncado\vs ; so that la.r^e tracts of iix 

with cultivation, arid eWccccd ^vuch 

ngular ^iris^itmle- These i^tue lei's, 

Ht chielly hi tlie Itollows of the moun- 

lite at the fotit of Mofjt BUvnct whichj 

i M- dc Ltit- 1% fiRct^ii tliousiuid Lliiec 

four Fjti^fish R-H. nhovr tlie kvei of 

fand b incontr M'istmoim- 

hropci and p' il- ancient 

rs only ten thon^iaiul iiiive h^mdcrd 

mr ftxt, ui\d Vesuvius llirec tliotisaud 

^ti?tridi"cd ; ^o thttt ihc elevation of Moni 



George SliTicUbqWUgh makes it fitVen tliotisaiul 

l,tT,/i iri.T :ivrv-rwn lett. wlUth giv(>adiflercucsi 



it's TftAVEtf. 

th iiiuted* Tlv ^* 
iliktcd, by Fenii: 



Afi it-a^ Uic l^aufUSi iiiiU Uiv ' 
I >4* ^ n ivHL e rtaVneJ w i th an y < " 
I i% no rtafiofi 

U^jVftvci, in South AmLiicii, ai*^ imciuvau 

On the 2M of August, ihcy i 
side of the- t^U^riLi" nf Bri?i^on lo 

pi ared to be one huti tired und IVR). 

Ftrmi the ^^Ucier, which they cm^s 

much difhculty, they enjoyed a fiuc %icw pf iltc 

vuk of L-humouny. 

Ntrxt momiugi they set out, with <1 
Ifi oi^dtT to visit the \' alley of Ice m i .. 
of Montam'ctl* After udranctng three jn 
hors^ihack, they were obligetl lo disnioUM 
sri*anihlcd up a steep and i uf^ged ptith to t!" 
nil i of M fiutan ve rt* Fmm h t n ce th i^ ^ ' f 
t;d to ihc edge of the glacier, and uiU'' 
in<5 meal on tionie cold proiiaions, 
a lar^ block of jjmiiite, called the S 
English j for tlieir tabic. An Eiigfish 
has since built a wooden hut in t' 
called, from his name, Blair*5 Cabhi. i i^ 
around tlicm was most maguVficont and *>ii' 
many of the mtks rose boldly above the rjc*u 
some covered witli snow, and some bam. Sevc 

t In 1T85, thete TTiUs mibngtT©xv>t i 



he L 



ft 



^^^^^^^^ :-. .,,.J..a«| 

t rocks, the \'^[ey of 

' s in IcBgtht ffwugh 

">t exceed u tni!r. 

M-....vjlves, they pn-jjtircd 

icroiis the ice, Each of ihcirt 

,^ long pole, Bt^iked - :* ' i^, 

p^ iom* The chief ; of 

J tUv^v . allies of ice, ariat^s fixnn Tnr im* 

: chimrts, some of which mv of incoiicd\tLblc 

beir tiepn the if walk with &ome decree of 

""- iuul ddiberatioii, but gmcKiuH. 'i^ 

& imd coiifickncc iLi they adv; ,« 

on rtach^d almost the oppositt^ .-n 

^ nvcfrc slrjppcc] by a broad clmsm, v. . ; ;[^* 

ke a circuit of above a quartet* of ji 

to gtft i\>LintI k* 

I ti^jre&iening evi.'ry moment, they were 

yBten oti' tiie glacier, aa i-aitj renders the 

aingly shppcry ; and in case of a foj^, 

ition vvonkl hiivebeeii iiighly dangcroii&» 

tely had they quilted the ke before the 

; began 1o Hash and the thunder to roU, 

'Ab btitig re-echoed within the holloifi'^ 

bntaia^^ increased tlie tiublimlty of Uic 

er esc apini> several dangers, and combiitljig 
' ditlicnlticfi m thh expedition of curiosity^ 
labct! tlie valley ofChamouny, smd iX'tunicd 
sir trm, quite tlret^ched wltli tJic storm i but 
jlea'-cd with the novelty they had seen, 
. <>iir author made minther excursion from Cha- 
bouny lo the Couvcrclc* They arrived sLt the foot 



:i 



of this wiountatm Jiftcr wM^w 



m 1, auO LtiC Uoi 

11 r warned to li 

CtHi\t^^iL|c, Fpam that suitiiiii \hcy 1 

of ihi^e stupcnd«U!i vallics of ict?, all 

one grtind tracks caJlcti the Glacjc 

which *itr€U:hcd under thmt fcct, niKi .: 

rtxuxled by iiipfgcd n^t'dlrs. 

I'hc dtfod sikTiicc which i^it*^Tii*d iii thi* filAc^r 
was only inii^iTiipted by the Ir 
taut cbsinioist and the €ri«:s ui ^Lm.. v. -u^,. ,•*;. 
njannots ^ve to warn their tribe*. 

The Couvercle ia a most cxtrr*^^**^!'^:^'* -^*-^V. 
haTing the iippeaniiice of a. Inrgi. : ; 
ing, placed on a mountain. The ix^( i 
nitc. Kear its hc^ttom they fovind a Im 
taining the nstmcs of two Englishjiicn, >vf ^ 
proceeded *«i far a fortnight befoTc* Thi 
sent party w(\>tc their n^wics on tlic 

tire paper, ajid caiTied tJ\e bottle to tlic 

Couvercle* 

The precipice WBs ?iO imimeTiae^ tlvat Ihef (M 
not dare to nieastirc H with thdr ey< 
tliumler storm cominir on, tliey were ^l- i j -. 
shelter unclcr an in>i/ ' rock. 

Reftectbg thai tlu i c sumc wavtoinf*- 
sure back* said the sami ' lt 
In their I'cturn, thcjr we) c li ^^n, t > :n 
ij pp I (J h c-n sion j Inxt collecting Uic m »>i; I 
bccLime more limiiquiL Though cnU;^.^ u 
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P;^L,.t... ., , 


•r^<l nmm, aodbftffisi €fttg«i 


ir 


s. trianp:\itsr mrk, ctothc4 


ifh gn^' 


■ ■'■ ^f 


►c tiaiiiL .■,• 


laat 


rnUTSLsi to lii. 


■■I, 


ThcV Skv Li; 


■'..iL 1 iuui ihcy liad 




inid ; and liic)^ were ititbniii^dt 


^l' • '" ■• 


lurned to Alpine «ct:ncs, Uml, on 


bdt:rah(e ' 


H, he had :teeri the »t4ini ul 


mU^* Tli.) 


■!.- Landed in «tifciy, and rvacli^ 



ilging about seven in the t^f^en^ooiH 
FHie kast m:tklent ( itntj wrapt ht nsto- 
[11 on liie recoilectioii of sccneJH vrlucb 
"'^^on, and defy dtfacriptmii*. 
} r ' t he d e I i L^ ht fid vale of C 1 lammt* 

llf , Duiu U3 lit.r^niiiccnt scentTjN they contimted 
fieir roiile lowurds Geneva* As they fidvanrcd 
rtTi ' ■ ^ vidimlly dinnnished. :>' * sc- 

iij;h which ihtv pa^it , iit- 

y Uie course of the somiding Arvti 

r^ thi^ came to a descent | und on 

and de&crii^d a ^mall luke^ whouc si- 
ion is extremely picturescjue* Soon after 

Our iiithor hene gWet a liiitory qf the vjiriemi 4f< 
ta fc-ach the siumnU ol MoiiE Blant, by Jjufivi 

!'r ?' . ,.•{, M* dt Sails:.,. , .-i'.:].. . -..II jifl 

eiiftf r ixuo ! rnli 

;i jj,Li] ...^..„Ai» that M. u.. .-;- :uC* 

rfavonrtMi The world with r,> • ur, 

' Oit The spot. A tijwda>t I I ;. ;uiv 

nunce ol the i^nmr of thi* iioie, aivccccdai iji 
fctempt^ but cncoyntered greater dati^rj twm 
cnt cf the chasm* c?f tcc^ 



V. 

I)' '.luvL tills iiaic jujin w .■ 

wti it its iigiire and mo;) 

fiiom Mfhf^lamL they Hloppeil toaiimirv 

i].. 

di'cd }-';j^i'd^^ , :cular» ll is ilivi<ic4 h^^ 

alukoM im| ll! spray ; and aftrm^jirrl 

y* iiiOix* CUE. 

i i! . ; ;xt visited the cave of La Hul i 

erunibktl alonir a precipict:, [ 

dcr, and by ilic nid of tlie U:^. 
biizei^ growing on tlic rc*ck> they pn\\ 
selves iiita a n;ilunil cnT<:m* fiHvt>. tt. , 
Ua* of a mile in length, and fo^ 
iBciiiions» that kd iitta lofty v^iuii.^ t<iiU ^ptu^icru* 
opctiings* 

Tiiey passed tlie otght at Clti^ 2- ! - r 
momitij^ reached Boiktitrviile» stu: 
A ' ■ ^ T 1 V — ! t of a chaitk ol i uc k^ 
tj t aiicigTiy,prodnc<:» cort 

U' but is cicklicr populoutt lujc 

Cli 'IQSU 

By die liul^ vUlage nf Cbene thr ' > - 
to die tciTitory of Gaic va ; fijad thv 
tiim from StiToyard pgveily fmd siu^^>> ui eIk 



rhc 



tuid comtcMt of the C«ene^*ainsr seiuHilify 

'■-■•■■-■ ■■- ••■•' ■' of die hkct 
<c and r4»pid 

. two tinequal i>ait?u TImj 
I) m m onl y pic i wrc B^ue^ and 
<:uiii views • 

\K\n\y in the p' 'he 

1 1 parti y on a i^L ; . I i ^t, 

The lioitsea art* ^afty ; nnd 
L '^-iior wood, which arc immcd 
ID die iipper stones* These arcades ^ive 
ajjpciimncc to the slrcet ; but pt^oiect 
itauts fmin tlve sxin and tlit rmn* Thu 
IS computed to aiuouMtto t^vxum .r^tir 
ftouls, which renders itthc i Ud 

'Switatci'ltmd. TbiN -•■*>-i" hi- 

i» iiDqiicflttioniibly ovTri' ^ii*- 

[tliljcrty* and mi t:ficmim5^cTiiL!a lo 101x11^1*' 
keltic theiT* 
ic in<:mbcii* of thi» city arc divided iiilc^ el- 
and bin' 9:^1: sacK} inhiLhitsints uitd iMitivc^it* 
\ta^tjtn% and hnrt^cjiscs, nre ixtrn . .' ssU 
aflices of govtnitneiit : tht: itl^L . i^e 

igurs \vbf> ' ►wtfd to ferttle in il^v town 

certain l* t and thensilivrft af^; rhdi' 

^ho are iiUuwuJ still fart' it. 

t*,n* I ait i:liisscA fonji a 1 . of 



! policy of this qiovcmrnent^ m i*t> 
1 conferrlnf^ the bnvirhcr- 
, ' '! more praise wort by, its it is 
the spint and viHapje of thi^ Hv/ists. 
Ihiess of the slate J indeed, may tender 
1 3 
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thin the moftt tiecestary, ad iii* f^ exit 
dc|M:nil& oil tlic number' «ik1 ttidus^ ^ the pco^ ] 



pk% 



i^e- 






The rcforme^d doctritifes, first firc&i 

tiibljshnjcnt u> Jol. 

farttvcf WHS bon\ at N'^yijii, m 

driven from Fi'ance by the p*:i 
^llgtli nat the Prote .; . : ; ' 

hia first ;tppeat-atK: 

By tlegrt^es ht prtviMk-d an Uic goYcnm 

'to c^Ublbh a piiltli'^ Hc^tWnij' ; huU with 

gular (llain tc ru ate ti v f i ne<l ih c t > + ' ^ 

^made pcrpetuid | . n, and ol>' 

crfEcc lor his Irk'nd aiid fi^llow Ijibf^ 1 

•t3f3rc B(fza- !ti this new acmmary, ( 
rsj read UtU ires with 

j^ Lori and success, as ^tti. . •! 

imm all c|uartt:i*s, 

This is Ihc lirighttist part of Calvin^ 

' tcr ; but it was not Witlioiu its 
^'^ though ht; was slnving against pre&t«yti 

spirit waft i\ot sufRcieMly miU and tolcwmt^ 

l^ounce perseciition himself* His ' 

ServctaSf though it muy b€ puiUstied> amdotbel 

Hev«in.helct8, the republic orOcncrra tStsU pi^* 

sent, the mo«t tole rating of all Ulcere f^^ -t- r -- - - - 
uf Switzerland 5 it being the only 
in this country 1 that permits the pubiic c'xerci^ j 
of the LutherMi religion, 

I^intti 
"ami phi.' 



^T^-.tihfr- wiUi ihc pursuits of ackncr ; '-* 

Nor are letters con^ned to ihme mev^ly who 

"*; 
lower iiiu^ias ui IS 

s^ when ii 
J j\t the pi, 
ildn^ti i< ' lAii^hi ill Mi- 

I of U-r .!._,- ■-.', . -. and til I ■ : ^^ LiOB 

QCUtp 

lliz«n^ Ml joy the adratitngc like w He of 

ess to the piihlic librury. This owtis 

rif^n tf> Boivivaixl, prior of St. Vic tor, v%ho 

-ic^ imprisoned for having.; tist 

>ukta oC Sttvoy, the indtpti: .. u- 

und who, hecoming warm by 

"">rc firaily attfijchcd to this iju...o :.^ lu, 

i;H he undenvem iu iU defuiice, at liisl 

aucrtd it VA his own* He was a prliiclpivt 

of llie rtforinaLtion^ by the geritk* and 

bk means of instruction ; and closed 

?©lcTit Ittboura in ftivoiir of Geneva^ by 

; of his % idaable inimn scripts and Ixioka, 

bequeathing bis fortune towarrls tlic cs- 

; : ' and support of tht s m' , 

nv conUuHs about t' r ihi>ii- 

•"■'■ i ' I iirioas nianu scripts^ of 

n L^d rat al OKI 1 1^ It ^* yy^^xi 

" , thtj fiSn'anan. 

. trd liferary charact^rfi 

Hi cdi hi the present i cntD- 

.1 ■! r, iVUikt, and M* deLiiCjde- 



Er%c particular commti! . u ■ = These am. 
well kiiowo hy their wi>rk%* that it i« yiiDcc< 

Thc city of Cencvu u 

i]> KtTS of Ctl.. 

tl»tV itlj Ui»u^:r the pOWei «i; lilt -Lnivv:^ 

biit when the Switttt caiitoDs cniiuitip. 
sel V < % IB to I ibe It) , t he G o i l ■ ^ 
with iht* (^k>rioii* ardour of 

158 1 wt^re admitttid into the iicivti«; roiilo 

racy. 

Various revoluLioiis, bowevei'i liavc h! i * t-si^ 

]>la£e in this famous city, and wDiiitf < ' at 

no dlstoJit date. On such iccoes I < 
to <-'3tpal!?.tcr What may be fht 
tioii 4>f Geneva^ tven at this TnotncuL, 
dcttiTiimed; but wc cauiiot rclVaiQ - 
our urdcnt wishes, that it may t;vert'ir 
bcrty which seems so dear to it; aru: 
holy flange of indepeiidencie^ preserve t [ 
tion for I'eliiziori and inorals, without 
*lulc call ) o^pcrous or it&pcif 

Geneva i S fV^rtlfied on ibe - 

voy, and a gy, istantTy maint 

thou^jh ihcse nu^i.. ^u*ard tJiem from aj.) 
attack, Ihey ^vould be inelTeclual to secure th<; 
from a resolute and perseverkig enemy* 

The great tecurity* indeed, of the itj 
consists in its alliance with t'l': Sv -^ ". 
and the jealonsy that the n' 
would feel at seeing it beeoin 
Geneva Is the only state in S 
BOTtgular companies in miy foreign sen'icc; ^^ii5? 



4f 

M^ oC mcrcciiaaics In 



hey 



fl 



ly; so called, because I to 

trade cif GeTjcvii, by r»i ., '. i^^ucc 
ll an imfTiensc; expcticc* The 

ift a%l t to the ( ■ 

•If \ ...,..; ,k.l trnvellLTi* b^>..viN ,vith 
i|i ly oi' that dUtrkt which boiv 

Ji- : Geneva* Indeed, no coiintry^ 

: itlul, more populotiJi, or picW- 
U ciiJLijy belongs to Berne. 
pas5L'd through Noyon, the Coldnia 

" ' : ' ; . ■ n I i , ^ S ch Still COntllin^ i|ft* 

juity. HiLvii tht Ink© 



urvLs U> wlvicli Lit' 
i the amiy of Juiii 



on 






t^utt ^t ifaH&m bemi 



es, situated at the eictremlty of a bc^kni 
kiy, is the finest town in thrsc parts* The 
tis are cxtmm^ly picasiLnt; the bankji of 
'i rise ill amphitJieatnc pride to the Jum; 
\] .ui Blanc presents itself through iin iin^ 
ii^^ in the opposite chain of Tocks* in 
,^ u..i|^bty of sublimity. 



^ImE^I^^ 



•^-^^ 



Kcftr tHt towTi arc ^inn- r --ir 
limt: trees* In Switzcrlii. 
fuJ tre« b indigeiKiusj anq oit'jn grpws id u i : 

LauAnime k hdilt on ftiicli & aU^ i i < .1^ 
in some places, (oqI passengei's u :l*- 

ftctnd by stcpa; but aoch ia the licauty Qf the tt- 
tuELtion, til at tijcuc iocaiiA'cnienccA are tiinrcgmnl* 
cd* TJiia town contains about sc*vcn Uioii^iid in- 
habitants. It is governed by its own ma^Btraiee; 
has its own courts of justice; aiid what h nuni 
sini^ular, the citizens who possess houisca in the 
princifiul street, enjoy the privilege of pronouiKing 
sttntence in cnniiiml causes. The Mjvereij;tiLv of 
Liiiiswint;, however, bL- longs to Bcnie- 

Htre h an acmlemy for the Miidi-nls 
couutry* Professors in every iecIci 
cd by govemmcm; smd there i;. ^ u.^i. 
bmry for public use. *^ 

The chorch of f^nts&nnet fbmicrly '^'^ ^^he» 
draJ» is a magnificent Cothk pile^ ^i 'jtf 

the TTt^^r ^^kvattd part of tire town* i«. .:^ 
lite s< of Amatkiia VMll* dulu? oi S 

stykil iumon of his age^ and nt 

other shed persons. A made n 

the ritic I : of a man twice alxii' . mij; i 

pomp of -^1 I'y, and returning to n \niM 

attttion* He i& btst known, howevci't l>y 
name of the Anti-pope Felix V* 

The Roman janiiquities, fbiind ttt almost cf 
purt of Swit:fit;iland, fire too riunierous tnbe 
^cularized; but otn* author says* he 1 

frain fi-om mentioning two monumetil^ ■ 

Goveml near Lnusanne. 



iftJPs TRAVELS. 

' of while marf^k, T*-!th an 
s it tfi have bccti rrfried 
rm to lire go<i 14. 

ti|^ ttidtn|it]OQ* 

CACS* T. AK, AUO« 

AKT0VlleO» 

riO^P t^M« K«tft 

COS. llt« P* V* 

ATI: NT : »l* K- T, 

rt expresses his sijrprtsc, Ihat oo inscrfp- 
! ^j-L'd with die iiamc of AiitoiiiriM!! Pius, 

!:real sl bene factor to the ancient 

Ti 1 removes the chaise of 

^itodL^ u^rvA ^i4^i«k^Ui€r»a \h^ irvklcnce of hU- 

from Laysaune to Vcvav^ the road nms nlon^ 
M^ of moun tarns, bctivecn contitiued ranges 

^ 'm- 'i I'..-. ■■■ '.;-•■ ' .:'l'f'''^.jted and ii»* 



MX\\ the aj^cit:nt V ibiscum, is the principal 

' of the baiiliage tjf the same name. It 

Is ill 3 small pltviti on the edp^e of the >.vatcr^ 

clean and wt^U btjllt, and carrier on Homt- littEe 

trad J. l*he bo I'd crs of the lake here are more 

_MaU;u^dt wild, and pklurcsque* than those 

va- 

Li^ fttmotm for being ilie residence of 

hnd Ludlow, the parliaTnentary general, who 

^fo km j^rincipleft of r^publkaniaxiij no kft» 



^^R.;' ., 


itmen^^l 


^^^Ki^ .. 


'^ -■ 


^^^^^^U ucv<;r 


at 


^^^^^JHpiy^ to 


:•-->■ 


^^^^Ve3ii!i the cuusi^ oi ju^lj' 


'iiv 


^^^^V Bistcrrcy of clmracter ^. 


iT» 


^^^Bcrrurs. Ludluw tlk'<) in Ki 


roT 


^^^^■^^^^, afid WAS interred in 1 1 . < > . > 


-»J« 


^^^^^^^ftr a ^ilain ^tone of black to&rbk) m||i a 


LMia 


^^^^H^Bnptton * 




^^^^V^ Hi^ hou^c is stilt to lie seen near Oh. 


uj. 


^^^^B inf^ to the Vijliai§, and oxtv the door ^ 


■ jh- 


^^^H St^quent lnsct*iption, ivhich ii atill preset 




^^^^B cif rei^pcct to hh metnory. 




^^^^V Omnt? !tdtim fyfit pftiriA «^t, i|tnii paicru. 




^^^^1 Naitire« in all her ii^orks^ bus sic;iro*]v' nrrwlii^. ^| 


^^^^Hbd n sittimtion inQt% deli^hlfiil t1. 


■ 


^^^^V^tOlardf nt Clorenv* It stands nu 


....■ 


^^^^^ivhose Identic declivity slopes do\m (* 


liie ■ 


^^^^■Itike; ^ntl it commmid^ a vkw o^ ^1 


ucl 


^^^^Wsody of water^ witb nmple l^oidsi 


>r^| 


^^^^^The immediate eiivliM^ea con^iftk ^ji 


" 1 


^M ccrmfields, and pasture, and ridi gnj' 


I 


^H tits^s* 


m 


^H Thou$^h the situmtion and tlie vkktiiy hamiiH ^| 


^^^^^ \V 1 tl ( 1 1 ic VV i 1 ok' :iU n : i 


m 


^^^^Vtbf! > if a]>p(*'nr^n^"e r>f a ' 


m 


^ cd Jubc* 


1 




J 



r^r^^^-TVL: "Tn \\ "T 
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> of the ntsvr Elolse. Oyr 

-may l>c niagiiincU, u*> ptuL -r 

d^ ran ffrlineate, ncjf even th 4g 

If ibef the suWmi^ bctu^iici 

Til - roat! cuii* 






^C> LI *Ll 4 (J I 



UVUtTil^-C'* Tht' ■' 



Si on a rock m the h 

! land hf meaivs uf a d 
' Very tii»f ; iind ihu at*cht"d roofu and 
idle tiaic<iahic styk'. 
is castle waa wncfited from Chiu'lta ITT- 
tf by the Swiss in 1536t lii j 
^Aht level of thtf lakt!, Uic c" 
Uk' liiiiTpid as^ertor - 
r\ce* He hHfl brt!n n 



■■:c 

IS 
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9S COXE'S TRAVELS. 

•: About half a league farther is VilleiieiFi^ a 
small town at the extremity of the lake. From 
Geneva to this place, along the concave side of 
the lake, is fifty-four miles. 

Passing La Roche, memorable for being once 
the residence of Haller, and the birth-place of 
many of his most esteemed publications, they 
left Yvome at a little distance, and crossing the 
torrent of La Grande Eau, halted at Aigle, a good 
town, seated at the foot of some round liills, co- 
vered with firs. 

Farther on, the valley appears much contract- 
ed, and assumes the aspect of a great forest..... 
The beautiful laburnums, and the cornelian cher- 
ry are frequent here in a wild state. 

Between Aigle and Bex is a most enchanting 
vjew of the castle of St. Tryphon, on the summit 
of a lofty, insulated rock, in the middle of the 
plain. Our author was informed it was built of 
marble, and as a beautiful black species is found 
very near, this may be easily credited. 

Bex is a small town, at the foot of the moun- 
tains, five miles from the salt works of Bevieux. 
Between those two places the larch grows in g^eat 
abundance. This is the immortale lignum of 
•the Roman naturalist. The chesnut woods aiie 
also very extensive. [ 

On their arrival at the salt springs, they eqtiipi- 
ped themselves in a proper dress, and went int4 
the mountain, about three thousand fe«t, almos|L 
horizontally. The passage is about six riet high y 
and four broad, and is hewn out of ablac)^i|)^^t 
veined with white gypsum. 

The salt is obtained from springs found within, 
a solid rock, which is peiforated at a great ex-t 



i 



COXE»S TRAVELS^ 99 

pence* The strongest brine yields twenty -eight 
poiinds of salt per hundred weight ; but in gene- 
ral the produce is much less* 

Near these springs are several warm sources, 
strongly impregnated with sulphur, some of 
which also contain a mixture of salt, and will 
flame, if a lighted candle be put into the pipe 
through which they flow. 

Aft:er proceeding in this subterraneous passage 
three quarters of a mile, Mr. Coxe observed a 
great wheel of thirty -five feet diameter, which 
serves to raise the brine fromtlie depth of more 
than seventy feet. From this phice is a shaft 
three hundred feet highy for the purpose of ad- 
mitting fi-esh air. 

Two reservoirs are hollowed in the solid rock, 
for holding the brine, one of which is one hun- 
dred and sixty feet square and nine deep. The 
brine deposited in these reservoirs, is conveyed 
by numerous pipes to Bevieux, a league distant, 
where the salt is extracted. 

The brine pits at Aigle are less rich and pro- 
ductive than those of Bevieux ; but the salt is 
much whiter and heavier, and consequently bears 
a higher price. 

These salt works, the only ones in Switzer- 
land, scarcely supply a twelfth of the consump- 
tion in the cantons. The remainder is procured 
from France, which is obliged, by treaty, to fur- 
nish this article at a moderate price. The ordi- 
nary price of common salt in Switzerland is three 
halfpence per pound. 
-^, 'Ine chain of mountains called Jura, in various 
.^PjjjiJwsofthePays de Vaud, forms many elevateiJ 
^j^*Mlies, much frequented by travellers, among 
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_|fcr h called Lake i 
/amn^w lieck of laiid, wluch U^a^i 
h^c ol Chaiijinmiers. 
Not far from the sr 
vukt j^iLsheft from Uvj 
Diixcs with the lai'ijer lake* ^ I 
, Iiikc, descetitls a sircuni. wImi V 
hollciw g^ilph i and on iIk ■ 
) biu^ts forth tht river Orl 
from ihc kBt-mctJUfined sti ^ 
This liUle v-1'- rnr^t -,;.-,. 
1, klmbitants, v, 
Some art! uulu i i -u i.- iv^ • i -. , » ^ m ■. 
aic employed hi pollshmj^ tl' 
flnd r«arcasit<r9. In the small wn.v 
^^v1le^^^ €iir travtrlkrs lodj^cd, the yj\: 
the^ ' ■ ^(^ h^re the sorr^ume of i 

twet Hi*? from the same anct 

Fiom riumain Maticr to (Jtbc, • 
&VtT ^ hramifid and pictuiTScpje com 
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untK|iuii'itiBs, was Uic n 
town nf df Hd\ eLi^i* 



i,T an old CJistii:^ aud 
_,; -A work* of iiwdciii limcf' ' 
far remote from ihc ^ra of Be 
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is VCI7 romantir, and 
ft))i 'ifihtfitl- hi tItU Irjwn 

! Ml v of Uic rkanicufl 

' \' I : .iortjoni5 of the Im- 

,s the pnilertioTi of go- 
/ I can he more honoiira- 

_ cful, and ilic 8iicce:ifi tlviLi atttiitls this 
Oil's practicj^ she%vs how well he dc»cr%'cs 

fe of Bt. Baithck*mjt nbout thn-*e 
Or be, is one of the most chanmng 
livviiztrlaiid. It stands near the high 
m Lausanne to Yverdiinj and coninimula 
t of a nfvost fertile tuid well nootkd 
_Mly broken iuto hill and dale ; be- 
iJiJin^ the nion_ "" tjjidscapcs of 

o f St . Bt ni urd an ■^ ' . I unc, 

flcthtiytl ntotheplmn 

I he lukc 1 cm. Within 

larter uf a mite of a toivn ui the s:init 
WBrm snlphtiTLous IjAlhs* tmioh fix , 
ig the summer mouths, 
crdun is large, uiry, nnd t^cII built, ^d tn 
It, lomiitls th^ hike, has a piltajiiint lawn plant- 
ith avenues of lltnes. U carrk* vn !«:arceiy 
trade; *ind its princip^Ll siijipQil ,ulsts from 
Ing u thoi*oughfure UeTwet:n Piedmont aUd 
.ny. ^ 

I'dka of Vvcnlinii or NeuJ^jliat^U stPetQhcs 
south to noilh, abotil twenty miles in leni^h> 
in some places near five in breadtli* Its 
iixrs near Yverdiin m*c aweitid with dftltiitry 

Urting this ftne lake on iIjc west, they canje 
tmnsQi), the scene of the memorable buttle 
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<\ [mvnn oDfl iiaitotta 

Mil onmprovtrment in m- 

, .1^.^, 5t\crul public works hare 

at mi cxpencc iiir cx<;e«lin^f the 

Bs ii**'^ -^nic* But Nt-ufrhiitcl htts 

iticent l>ei*<:factoiv m ihc 

iMi V, kle banker ol' the court 

ctiabks it to engage hi great 

ieniaii wtiH a native of Ncufchitttil, 

fiiii\ 1709- A fill " motk' 

Rji, he passed . fiip at 

il(J fronr llieiice ht uiuiiL- lu Lomlon, 

tvHtsi engaged us cltrk Ui an tfmincnt 

I acquirctl n facility atKl nccu* 

ntonds ut sight* 

nil nee in England, h*. 

1 Jkmk mmI rarricd on u 

cic in Brasil wood and pvecions stones* 

w\^c ^ppointtd coujt bunki^r, his fcir- 

a^uUy int:i*<::uscil ; but he did not consign 

i*y 10 his txjtVcr^i ov spsint^trlv ill-.nii kk; 

Blf* On the cor*ii'iU7, hf vnu- ^c 

lib nat i vt. t" '^ ' V J . ^^ havi i > j^ \^| 

madti I \vy his h. re 

ptt&rly i.vu luiM'livd tlKiui*uiiu puuMtU 

in ns%i and though his gweful 
rbul f>blatncd fmm the kini^afP|*us- 

■ '" ' Mti in his fkvonr, snch WAS hiH 

ihnt he i4€ver used it* Tht: 

^'i>t KtiJiifchiitch howtvctv 'v^'iliiBg' to do 
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honour to his memory, have placed the portrait of 
this generous benefactor in one of the apartments 
in which government assemble, and have ordered 
a marble bust of him to be placed on the new 
town-house, built principally at his cost. 

From Neufchatel, our traveller made an agree- 
able excursion into the neighbouring mountsdns. 
They passed through Vailengin, the capital of a 
district of the same name, a snudl open burgh 
with a castle. About mid-day they arrived at 
La Chaux de Fond, from whence they proceed- 
ed to Locle, through a continued range of pleas- 
ing cottages, which skirt both sides of the ix>ad, 
and are scattered likewise over the countiy. 

La Chaux de Fond and Locle, with the ad- 
joining districts, may contain about six thousand 
inhabitants. They carry on an extensive com- 
merce in lace, stockings, cutlery, watch and 
clock work. The genius and industry indeed, ob- 
servable upon these mountains, exhibit a scene 
uncommonly pleasing. 

Not many years ago, the greatest part of these 
vallies was almost one continued forest ; but 
trade and manufacture have happily changed the 
scene into flourishing villages and fertile pastures. 
Besides the natural effect of frequent and early 
marriages, the result of every subsistence and cer- 
tain provision for their children, as soon as they 
are able to work, every stranger, who brings a 
certificate of his good behaviour, is at liberty to 
settle, and to follow any trade without the least 
restriction. Here no apprenticeship is necessary ; 
nothing is contraband ; and industry exerts her- 
self untaxed. * ' 
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:> from 

ttI» of La Sjij^vnr. fslclmrtl, 
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fc i Uul Ltititg iii 'VVilllt of 

1 liavbg uoUilng but h\% 
^u* he spent a ^^ bole ycur 
: V luoh, BJid in tiix idontha 

^ b^ry did not ntnfe Iverc ( 

rT^tT.rT 1 Ltion hi his EwJoptct. ...., i'or 

I Xha only watckmaitcJr in ilicae 

-. bcrca:;ing> he iiistntrttd se* 

and Unv&rdtt the be^^itniinj; of 

In \ ' .' Tcinoved lo Locks \vh*^ic 

ill K i^ five ^cjus, wIio folio Wfd 

and prajclicc of the artgratlu* 
caiJ iisi.'ii, and it is now becomL* almutaLthc 
inu^ employ aient of the pJucc ; suul mLi,y be 
jlic principal cauM^ of Llie pupuhidoa, ob* 
l^ln ti^csc nvomitains. 
^Jb not only in Uitr nioreinuv 
ilaiDcss, tltal the ingenuity 1 1 
Is Irack is pei^ in almost evtiy tbiiig 

C€tcd wiiIt til' .L<>r"t aiid accommoda- 

S^JS their invtfnti%x* gctiiysmay lie traced J ^^^ 
pMf polish of their manrK^fs renders it u pK^sure 
or slrangtTs to visit thcni* . 

• Th*^ wmtrof This has frequently remtitkiMi fhr ifiti* 
ate corrc^jK)ndenc<i diat &ub^J!*ti betwetn iht- tm|it*>y- 
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LI J LuiXlptr whii'L £»(> r,. 
rfiittHrif jibiiK Ml:' tfi hi 

In reUiiiJijjg^ ilitjy l 

pmspvct of the kkcs t" 

Viorati witli the Iiigh a. 
Ifclrctching from the Ctiii ■ 
f biLtrgli, us far as iJti; Vtiiiais and t 

** bucli perfect ease aiid pit 
|Cox€, ** re I [;n t It rou ^jhout tl i f- <* - 
Z scarcely suw one object of 

etfects of industry, under u , 

t^venimcivu" It is of these vail - 
'^Inhahitimts, that Rousseau ^-'i' ■ i uur+irn 

desrciptiort in lijs letter to 1) i^ 

By the tkath of the diiclKss ut .vi 
I7t)7, the aovercignty of Neufchatcl i 
nn became vucanl ; and bi i ! 
Icric L kijig of Prussia, us 
^mngCj his ngbt was atkiiowleil'^Ld li 
ttf the coiLtitry* Sitice that timt? the > 
has reiBaincd in the Pnisilan crown f btit by, .> 
Donfjtitwtioo jt is very litnTted : iind the 
CCTB to coMbider their ^ 
nd a^ paramount locv^ 

■Bctvts find the manners of men. Thaac who att rnirig^ 

' nTaniifactiiTtrs, or in labours ot i^ 

.5 tiiictiire of politencsfi from the n- 

' ' ^-oss and \' ul^ar r m|il ■ ■ 

nnind^ at k?ist prrvtni 
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^^g the absence of the prince, he is repre- 
sented by a governor of his own appoin^^ • 
ho eniovs considerahip hnnn»». . k..^ ■..'^ . S > 



who enjoys considerable honours ; but is «tremel 
y hnuted mhis authority. Indeed freedoS 
mdependence are no where more largely the tot 
of the people, than in this appendage of the Pi-uf 
Sim monarchy. ^ "^®" 

In wiother mit to this country, our author 
proceeded from Pontarlier, in Burgundy, towards 
Neufchatel. Having passed the castle of Joux 
they came to the line of separation between 
Switzerland and France, and mounting an em? 
nence, looked down on the beautiful vallev of 
1 ravers. ' ' 

Having descended to St. Sulpice, they visited 
the source of the Reuss, which issues at'the foot 
of a rock m five copious springs, and soon form- 
mg a large body of water, winds through the 
beautiful and,. romantic valley of Travels In 
traversing this, it was impossible for travellers of 
sentiment not to pay a visit to Moitier Ti-avers 
rendered illustrious by the residence of Rousseau' 
who being first driven from Geneva, and after 
wards from Yverdun, found a refuge from civil" 
and. religious persecution in this sequestered val 

This singular man of genius lived in a wooden 
building, at the farther extremity of the villatre 
near tlie road to Fleurier. The room he chieflv 
occupied, IS a small bed-chamber, which, out of 
respect to his memory, remains unaltered. In a 
comer, near the window, he had formed a kind of 
recess, between two book cases, where he sat and 
wrote on a simple deal plank. 



im 



COOT'S TRA\ 



Cmti. 



1l*.-I\*l^ 



^h- 



i dcligbti Here hi 
\ Oti hh first an iv: 
ftoRiTnoii dt'ess; but J ■ 
rArmLTiia, which he al' 
►m disorclcr with which ' 
'•bablv in this, af* in otht. ...^ ... 
^ can-led ciway by tlic uflVrt:ttioJi< ■' 
■" ThTOUpihUic inlcrce^siDii -* 

► king of' Piijwi^ia oiri:;ivtl Roii 

fj-om his love of ipdcpeniience ; stlwl • 
r to subsist on copyiiii^ nuisif , in wti' ' 
•he used lo TK»ost ht' a>ii!il e^am a 
After Roir ■ I . 

Moni<!r, greu 

imcxpcclcii event uidu^ 

Same SUV that Uie po|- 
^tei' of llic l^arbb, tn coi 

t BiAsemhkd in crowds, hn>kv \hii wn 

► house, aiKi cnterini^ his btfl-cbumbf i 

\ with such violence, thtil he escupci' 

ttiffxcidty- On the othei- htind, il is 

phat hi!t hoii'>e*kceper, whoxn he wb. 

i wed, T^orking oi^oii tht- f-^t^^ «j^ *^ "' 

► ritahb mind, tnade h 

of personal injury ii> ,.i -^ 
whom *he was disgiBted* and 
m^k*! ivsH escape* 

Thia "iton- seems, howcvei% 
to savt* the a^it of tlic luiti^t^ ^^v,.** 
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ri; but il\t: fact is, t' Wxtk of 

d ra.bcd a. party aj^n , .1 . and lie 

uMitied bc(br<i the consiHtor)' to &xi* 

pijHf>ns. The king of Pnnjsln wasi 

' sobciterU br iht* caaiicU of stule of Ke\if- 

condemn one of bis publkalions i 

Drkt in an answer ^vhich doc 3 equal 

I hi* keatl and liis l^eiirt, while he pcr- 

bcm to u»e any precaution » that tni^lit 

pr"" -r* t!ie spreading of tic^ptical opini* 

yet ^ 'jadc all pctniccutinTit and en stir- 

D RuuTi^cuu u secufE; r^^treat at Muilicr* Bc- 

Uis majesty's j^oodness^ however, was knowni 

I ^ r found or fancied cause for aJanoi and 

Ji^e in the island of St- Peteft 

: " ! nes called Rousseau *S 
He ^ocni extft'mity of the 

• Bicauc!. A lai-,. ' ■■■■ '■: % 

jren!, is five onijr hifc" 1 in 

'f this,, the piiUosophci' took up hi» 

\\Q months, 

piisAc island is well wooded* aiid contain|^ 

walksi ihougli it is oot nioi*e than two 

in cirenmfci*ence. Amidst these solitai^jr 

i aud witlkft, Rousseau used to spend his time 

utany uppai'en I object. Indulging iobly his 

tlG^is reveries. 

is siUfation and enjoyments* in tliia Uttk 
id, he describes witli bis tisuul elegance, in 
ni almost bordering oti rapture < *rhe ^'oman 
^^r infomied our uuthor, that be paid 
s a month for hl& board and lodgiugj 
lie k L^pt veiT regular hours, and was extreme- 
fjcertul and agreeable* 
Simple and unaatisfketory as bis mode of life 
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I hI, tunsi ap 
^ in ilieb' owr» mine!* 
patintjt^s oti Ilk fclicUy h\ 
renvit-K. .1." hiiV3 !iL*i ** tilt 
I<,i ! Lat tilt' niost fl: i 

UvL fc.»-'- iJiJtumiisplcasui- 
leclioii, tliohe with whkh 1 
Such fleeting moments of p^i^ 
however rapturouti, arc, irom 
but thinlj sirjltctxfd in tfve pa^ii 
arc toD rare ami t*apld to conjititiilt 
and the huppuiess which my heart ix-)^> 
cmuptrsctl of fuj^itlve instants, but con 
siuiple and peinuanent statts mtliout rup 
liu ration of which increases the cbar> 
finds supreme felit hy*" 

Fortun*f> however, which acemcd to talw* 
light i; ' in^ Rousseauj did ti. f - 

him to ^ . T dchcious cniotions 

He soon i'L-i t: i V t' d an o rcl e r Ti^ i : 
oflkrne, to dc purl from their . 
ed at this smkka imd micxpcctcd coiui 
distracted philosopHer,hi the bitterness i 
petitioned to be imprisfmed for life* onl ^ 
ing the use of a few tjooks, and that he 
occasiondly permitted to walk in the 
Soon after this extraoixilisary request* x^ 
not but Interest every feeling mind, he i ■ 
quitted the island- 
In ilic!ir >vay to Morat and AveD> = 
cnj^%»ed the river Thiele, whicli issuing jum 
Lake of Ncufchatel, di^teharges itself int' 
of Bienne- 

Morat is a bailliage belonging To Bemc 

'" ur;>h, and ii^ pleasntijt! !: ed on the 

aniall lake J in the j a wcU cui 
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cd country. The environs are imcommonly de- 
lightful. 

This place is celebrated for the obstinate siege 
it sustained against Charles the Bold, which was 
followed by a battle, fought in the vicinity, in 
1476. In this famous engagement the Duke 
was routed, and his whole army almost entirely 
destroyed by the confederate troops of Switzer- 
land. 

Not far from the town, and adjoining to the 
high road, is an existing monument of this vic- 
tory. It h a square building, filled with the 
bones of the Burgundian soldiers, w ho were slain 
there. To judge from the quantity of these bones, 
the number of the slaughtered must have been 
considerable. 

Avenches, the principal burgh of a bailliage in 
the Pays de Vaud, has occasioned much contro- 
versy, and given rise to many conjectures among 
antiquarians. Some contend, that it was the 
capital of all Helvetia; but however this may 
be, as resting on an equivocal expression of 
Tacitus, certain it is, that it- was formerly a 
very considerable town under the dominion of 
the Romans. 

The site of the ancient walls appear to have 
enclosed a space near five miles in circumfer- 
ence. The present town occupies but a very 
inconsiderable part of this ground ; the remainder 
IS covered with corn-fields and meadows. One 
of the ancient towers still exists : it is a semicir- 
cular building, with the convex side turned to- 
wards the town. 

They next examined a Mosaic pavement, dis- 
covered some years ago in ploughing a field •„ 
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and being now enclosed by a balT), is let to some 
peasants as a drying house for tobacco. Stran- 
gers are suffered to take away specimens ; nor, 
for a considerable time, was government sensi- 
ble of the value of these antiquities. 

This Mosaic, which was the floor of an an- 
cient bath, is sixty feet long and forty broad. The 
general form is perfect; and, though several 
parts are broken and lost, yet the configuration 
of the whole may easily be traced. 

From thence they were conducted to the ruins 
of an ancient amphitheatre, within the walls 
of the bailiff's garden. The general form and 
size of this building are tolerably perfect, as also 
parts of the enclosing brick walls. The diame- 
ter of the arena is about eighty yards. Under a 
tower, partly built of Roman materials, is a cell, 
in which the animals were probably let loose. 
On the outside are still to be seen the remains 
of five dens ; and the walls appear to have been 
originally adorned with sculpture. 
' Not far from the amphitheatre stands a Icurge 
column of white marble, about fifty feet high, 
composed of large masses, closely joined toge- 
ther without cement ; and near it lies a consi- 
derable fragment of defaced sculpture, which 
seemed once to have formed part of the portal 
belonging to a magnificent temple. 

As they walked through the town, they re- 
marked several other masses of cornice, orna- 
mented with sea-horses and urns, and some mar- 
ble columns, of beautiful proportions. 

About a mile from Avenches, where the late 
Lord Northampton long resided, and where he 
died, is the village of Coppet. Near this liist 
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^ the frmaio^ of a small aqcdiici, which has 
1 to the C4i3t sick of the town. Other 
or u caf^tinuatioti of tliis, ure lo be 
keen »n different dimctions, even to Uie dkiaiicc 

(of n.' • •'. ■ ues, 

1 Llie next place which fidK^wnder 

■ 'ion, cnpys one of tiic moi^t 
IVt unc of Ur' most picliir- 
LeM|Uti &itu;iLi(jii^ iu Suitzerluiid, It stiyub partly* 
Iff a f^itial! pi ill n, partly on fiold aci liviiics* on u 
^cd roc kSi half tndvckcP .ne; 

. iiolly hid b.y tlic ciri^uio niUs, 

^viewof tlif whole town buj'st^ ut once 
&c fnom the inipciidin]i^ emintfiiceH. 
ruticaiions tfiiclose a drciinifercnce of 
rtit four m'des, within which apace in a slnj^tilai" 
fixture of houses, rock-^, thickets and mtiidows, 
fm^ mstantJ) from wiW to Etgrc^ablc, tern the 
in of njcn, to the sotUydu of rvtirt^meut. 
On all sidc&T tlie descent to the town is eyt*- t->,^ 
steep; and in tine place, ihif streets t^ 
' '* ■ h c roofs of Lbe houses* Mao v of tl i ^ *.-^ 1 1 1 1 <: l ^ 
d like the seMs of anumphilheytre ; and 
nverbtinij the edge ofth<j in s\ich 

cincr, a^i wuuld tum a weuk i > / to look . 



the Potit Xctif, however. Is the most ex- 
Jinaiy pomt of view* Frotii hcnce^ part of 
if>fc"B appt'ii's almost inaccesvLihle* Those 
f '!ie wild iiiul roniuntir* will not' 

Moidin dc U Mr^ttts aiad tlie' 
s The Movdin Is a nuller'a 
. d ill the rtiiclst or?n impciiditijj 
^d near it isfiucH ii , whic^ 

' turtdau Lhf 11 ill I, fill-. 



m 



FTRAVCLf" 



Tbc Vii^krjr of Gotcnon, \f!iHii lict cm tlw* r,^' 

boiimWd bv hh-;!. .•!.■! ■ ";..■'!' !-.".- - 

i*'- ' ' ■ vindu colt ^r\\ 

■ . . . ■ the fcvv I •.Ur of pan' 

nutktT ill I'Viburgh, are the catli 

lowTi house- The fornH^r in an ; 

t ' "jcltd m ihc I ' 

li. . > se oivce coinpc^ ' / 

Ionising lathe diikei of Zceriii^cn, in r 

pal court of which is a Ume trtc, whi< 

ing to tradition, was planted on the ih 

bat lie of Moral was Ibught, as sui embleui j. z v:^ 

liberty. 

The state of society at Fnburgh i§ **^tr**f*>#»Tf 
agi*eeabks The gentry are frank and i 
and blend French pohteness with great >iii.j 
of manners, Dmnur is usually served Rt i' 
mid sypfyer at eight, Mr, Coice says^ he i 
met with n invorc cordial reception in miy 
of Switzerlanti than in this* 

This canton is entirrly CathoSlct and ils 
liition amounts lo between fifty and si i . 
Band soids. The sovereign power rtri 
great coiijicil of two hundred, inchuiing the se- 
nate of twenty -four. 

The only j>er?.r>ns capable of bei 
this sovereign council, or of enjki 
^ovcrnmenr^ are the soertt 
- i.n oiimher oT families, dr. 
bai^nietes, or tribes- They ai't 
btirghers, in order to di&-I]it>tnsli H' i 
i^tlier artisans beloii \]\^ town, or U 

jmnlog dUtrict* Th.l niov the rit-hr , 
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pohitmg the advoyera from a certain number of 
candidates, and of annually confirming the said 
saagistrates, but the supreme authority rests ab- 
solutely in the council, supplied by a limited 
number of patrician families ; consequently, tl:e 
govermnent is, in the strictest sense, aristocra- 
tical*. 

In their route from hence to Berne, they made 
a small circuit, to the village of Neimeck, in 
order to see a hermitage about a mile from 
Friburgh, which has been highly extolled by 
tnev^ellers, on account of its singularity. It is 
formed in- the solid rock ; and its chief curiosity 
consists in its being the work of two men, who 
thus spent a great part of their time in laborious 
idleness. 

The situation of this hermitage is beautiful. 
The rock in which it is cut overhangs the Sanew 
It consists of several apartments, hewed in the 
heart of the mountain* One room is ninety feet 
long and twenty broad : the spire of the chapel, if 
it may be so called, is eighty feet high, and the 
chinmey of the kitchen ninety. The present her- 
mit is a German, and with him lives an old soldier. 

The entrance into Berne strikes a traveller with 
its ^gular neatness and beauty. The principal 
streets are broad and long, and gently winding. 
The houses are mostly uniform, built of a grey- 
ish stone, upon arcades. Through the middle 
of the street runs a lively sti^eam of the clearest 

* Since ICr. Coxe first published his letters on Switzer- 
land, the goyenunent of Friburgh has undergone* very 
unportf^t alterations; and many grievances, which th« 
popular party labotired under, are redressed. 
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vnAer in a stone channel^ while several foiaitains 
are not less beneficial than ornamental. 

The river Aar almost surrounds Berne, wind- 
ing its course over a rocky bed, in a deep chan- 
nel. The Gothic cathedral stands upon a plat- 
form, raised at a great expence, and commands a 
most extensive view. The adjacent country is 
richly cultivated, and agreeably 4iversified with 
hills, lawns, wood, and water. Tlie river flows 
rapidly below, and an abrupt chain of rugged and 
snow-clad Alps bounds the distant horizon. 

According to the native historians, Berne was 
built by Berchtold V. duke of Zeeringen, and 
was from its foundation an imperial city. In tlie 
year 1353, it acceded to the Helvetic confede- 
racy, and possessed such power at that time, as to 
obtain the second rank among the S^sdss cantons. 
Its domains now form nearly a third of Switster- 
land, and about a fourth of the actual population* 
It contains about one hundred and seventy thou- 
sand souls, exclusive of eleven thousand in the 
capital. The reformed religion was early em- 
braced, and permanently established here;^ 

This canton is divided into two great parts : the 
Pays de Vaud and the German district ; each of 
which has its treasurer and chamber of appeal) 
resident in the capital. 

At Berne, society is extremely agreeable, and 
foreigners are received with abundant ease and 
politeness. • The sexes mix in social intercourse, 
and dancing is a frequent amusement. ' There, is 
a public ball once a foitnight; and, in winter, 
scarcely an evening passes without a private one. 

These diversions commence as early as five in 
the afternoon, on account of a standing order 



their coiitinitajnc^ 

II y dance 't tire frequent ^ _ 

but -A sjii^cici of ; 'r h the t3i* 

rof tlu-mitlvfEu i i^s arrange 

in dhtiDct coiiptus, auil ruUow each 

drcttlar direction, each geiitkniuu 

^,|ijiriner with great Telocity, 

Rd spirit of those dunces are astonish* 

never be ccniceived by such as have 

cni* The j^aiuty uf thesu parties b 

Mivcnec^ dmitig the sumnier itionth^i, 

ipol^y rcwoTLing to a garden near the 

they daijca uiidcr an opci5 pavilion^ 

IvUy. 

'Se is carried on hjre ; though some 

c hires have been established. The 

I enjoy any influence in public affairs, 

umn^ to eiigagt* in any branch of 

ral advantage, however, attends this 
cial spirit; for the members of go* 
^not being interested in laying any re* 
on tnidei do not, as at Ziiric and Ba^ie^ 
Ae ihe exelusive n|jht of e^^tablishing inajiu- 
HITS if> th^ l>nr^|licrs of the capital ; bntpm- 
~ i[vt permission to all their subjects^ 

am of rank or places Hence the 
Hate, iiiKl even tlie wealth, of tbu 
I the cantoD of Berne- 
i ivoifljk, lb at the lower classes, ^vha 
tl oi)ulence by nianufuctures* seltioti* 
tiiatimi ; and seen* not only extremdy 
lieir conn try, but to their own n>odt'» 
f'wlilcli lliv> neither wish to vary thcni- 
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selves, nor to bring up their fiunilies with a 
prospect of doing. 

The public buildings are constructed in a noble 
stile of simplicity, and announce the grandeur 
and good sense of the republic The arsenal 
contains arms for sixty thousand men, and a con- 
siderable quantity of cannon. The granary al- 
ways is stocked with a large provision of cora, 
supplied in consequence of particular treaties, by 
France and Holland. 

The charitable institutions are numerous, libe- 
ral, and well applied. The hospitals are large, 
clean, and airy ; and in the alms-house is an esta- 
blishment for furnishing distressed travellers with 
a meal and a lodging, and a sixpence on their de- 
parture. If sick or wounded, they are main- 
tsuned till their recovery. 

The house of correction is extremely well regu- 
lated ; and seperate cells are allotted to the men 
and the women. Persons also, who are confined 
for smaller offences, have a different dress, and 
are entirely kept apart from greater delinquents. 
Both are constantly employed in cleaning tlie 
streets, and other servile employments. At other 
times they are taught to read and write, and are 
instructed in various trades, which may keep them 
from the danger of a relapse into crimes, when 
they regain their libetty. By these means, the 
expence of the establishment is nearly supported, 
and an honest livelihood assured to those who 
would otherwise prove useless, or obnoxious, to 
the community. After having earned their main- 
tenance, the prisoners in the house of labour re- 
ceive ten per cent, those in the house of correction 
eight per cent, for their extra labour. 
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liitlice i» ivisL'ly and tin ' ' t- 

Ftind tho torture Is no\^ - ; iK>- 
T' ne ai>il just act jbrmsa di*Jtiti^ 

W '^ I 1 1 story of Swiss jurisprudcfict- 

! y contains about iwetjty thou- 
iv-, ^ L.iiiincl of Swiss coinn and mc- 
nanjr curious maiat&cnpts. Of tJit^e 
, a man of g-rcot tTutUlioiit ba* inib- 
Ta dts*:ripUvc catiiloguef 
l«iiing» hovvcvci", is not so otiivcnally en- 
luraj^:d a<i in other states ; but the govemmcm, 
eios lo be sensible ortIii& defect, ttud is taking 
liecliml steps to remedy it* 
I A isociety for tlie pTOuiotion of pi p . i d 
Iturul history in jgent^ml, and that n r- 

lii in pailictiJar, has lately bee U 

mcnibex^B Imve furmed a re^^i, ..i* 

JNritli tlie literati throughout Europe ; imi\ 
ly to answer the enquiries of foreigix nn- 
wish for 1 Tiitition* 

Dc r^n power i- . ^ u the ^reatcoun- 

'twohumh^d* The piulhorjty with wlticli 
j^ri: invi^sted is, in gome respects^ the most 
|lc and uncontfolledof any among the ai'is- 
al states of Switzerlioid ; but ihcvi: ai"e 
LiH checks and modifLcatiom, which ftUuw 
cnt pi-otcction to civil Hbeity. 
' execufive powers of government arc dele* 
by this sovereign council to t!ie acoatCi 
from ihcir own body i tiie foi'mer asse]n<- . 
Ifxiinarily thiicc a wcek»4iad extraordmarily 
act^encics ; the senate every day except 

r scaatCj comprising the two advoyersi or 
of tbe republic, is composed of tsveuty-se* 
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ven members ; and from this street body k 
dra^vn the principal magistrates of the comHion' 
wealth. 

At Easter, the reigning advoyer delivers up 
his authority, in full council, to his colleague. 
The advoyer in office sits on an elevated seat^ 
under a canopy, and the seal of the republic is 
placed on a table before him* He never deli- 
vers his opinion, unless it be demanded : fie has 
no vote, unless the numbers are equal, and, in 
that case, he has tlie casting voice. The ad- 
voyer out of office is the first senator in rank, 
and president of the secret council* 

The canton of Berne is divided into a certain 
number of di^ricts, called bailliages, over which 
bailiffs are chosen from the sovereign council ; 
and these posts being the most lucrative- in the 
disposal of government, are the great objects of 
ambition* 

The several bailiffs are representatives bl sove* 
reign power in their respective distncts* They 
enforce the execution of edicts, c(^lect the pub" 
lie revenue, act as justices of the peace, and are 
judges in civil and criminal causes, except where 
there is any local jurisdiction^ An appeal, how- 
ever, in most cases, lies to the courts in Benie. 

Although there are no standing anxiies in Switz- 
erland, yet in many of, the cantonS) and especi- 
ally in Berne, the militia is under excell^it re- 
gulations, and can be assembled at tlie shortest 
warning* Every male, at the age of sixteen, is 
enrolled: and about one third of the whole num- 
ber are distributed into regiments* 

Every persouy thus enrolled, is obliged to pro- 
vide himself, at his own charge, witk an uni» 
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This ample collection has not been formed 
from mere motives of curiosity, or with a desul- 
tory attention, but on systematic principles ; to 
enable him to illustrate the natural history of 
Switzerland, in general ; and to form a topogra- 
phical and mineralogical description of the can- 
ton of Berne, in particular. 

.The environs of Berne are principally very de- 
lightful ; and no road exhibits a more pleasing 
variety of hill and dale than that which leads to 
Thun. It runs through an agreeable country,- 
winds through fertile meadows, enriched with 
dark forests of pine and fir, and occasional groves. 
of beech and oak ; while the cattle browsing on 
the slopes, add to the animation of the scene. 

The comfortable state of the inhabitants is vi- 
sible from the cultivation of the grounds, the 
number and neatness of the cottages and farm- 
houses, and other rural embellishments. 

Thun lies about twelve miles from Berne, and 
occupies the bottom and brow of a hill, on both 
sides the Aar- It contains about one thousand 
two hundred inhabitants, and enjoys considerable 
immunities. The people employ themselves in 
ca2:ding and spinning silk, for the manufactories 
of Basle. 

To. the* north-east stands, on an eminence, the 
church and castle. From the windows of the 
iatter, which is the residence of the bailiff, our 
author enjoyed one of the finest and most exten- 
sive views of Switzerland. Below lies the town, 
standing in a rich plain, bounded by a chain of 
hills, clothed with firs, which extend from Berne 
to the mountain Niess. To the east is a small 
lidge covered with vines and trees ; and to the 
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south-east part of the lake of Thuli, bounded bv 
hills rising to the Alps of Lauterbrunnen and 
Grindehvdd* 

From Thun, Mr.Coxe returned about six miles 
• to the village of Massic, where he quitted the 
high road, and passed through pleasant £elds 
and thickets, interspersed with cottages* After 
travelling about an hour and a half, he entered 
the road which leads from Berne to Langenau, 
and ascending to the village of Worbe, passed an 
agreeeable day with an amiable family that had 
given him an invitation to their house. The view 
from this hospitable mansion, he thinks, not in- 
ferior to that from the castle of Thun. 

Mr. Coxe also made an excursion to Hindel- 
bank, about four miles from Berne, to view the 
celebrated tomb of Madame Langhans, the work 
of Nahl, a Saxon sculptor. This great artist be- 
ing employed on the monument of Count d*Er- 
iach, was lodged in the house of his friend M. 
Langhans, a clergyman, when his wife, a woman 
of uncommon beauty, expired in child-bed on 
Easter-Eve. 

Struck with the season of her death, animat- 
ed by the recollection of her beauty, sympa- 
thizing with the aMctions of her husband, he 
instantly conceived, and in due time finished this 
impressive monument. It is placed in the body 
of the church, sunk into the pavement like a 
grave, and covered with two folding doors.*... 
When these are opened, a grave stone appears, 
as if just fissured into three parts, through which 
is half discovered the figure of a woman, slightly 
veiled with a shroud. She is represented at the 
moment of the resurrection. With her right 
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hedcrtTcs great facility from hi* '■•■■ 
prartkis yet ht never silim n quui i„ ^: 
from hU own liiitttie. 

The doctor iXissesbcs many e^""t^-«*» 'v^ 
humane and cliarittible to th 
he not only furnishes the indi 
him> with medicine grati&i Uni 
them 11 prtiscnt of money hc^iuc^-, ajui h| 
ways appropriates a certain portion of bis j 
lo the poor of his parish. 

His wife and grand daughtei's are di«s«(^ 
tht "tiy of the coimtry, anfl he haa, 

hi- iv?;i^ hy giving the luUtr *i plsiin 

cgttitjih and ' ■ r the ehJest of ^'' ' * 

marriajgejt lIs assistants, Ui. 

noU to use liis awn expressions he ^poil^ 
ihc young gentlemen telling her U%u ii\u 

my. 

rThe wife is a notable wonian, and biipeimt 
the honsehold alTiiij-s with re markup : f^ 

She assists her ht!t>hand in prepiuu^ 
cine^, for which reason, added to her hys 
disinterestednusiii she R:t:^Tes many pr 
from such as henefit by hiH advice* 

TIjc family isit down to tabic I't^tl' 
tivelve o'clock* Tlicr*e arc always su^ 
of the party I consisting, not only of |mL!^ji 
travellers, uUractefl by cuiiosky. To ii 
doctor gives a kind and hosp'ilablc mcL^ 
while tile benevolence of his chai-actcr, hls^ 
m^d pjood Inmiour, and tlie httpplnr- ' > < h^ 
vtiurs to diii\me aroufd hirOi gKe li 
efitertainnjcnt, and tvnder the binjple^f Ure i 
lifihing. 
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This singular man is often employed ten or 
twelve hours a day at his profession. Our 
author consulted him out of curiosity, and was 
told that he had no occasion for any thing, but 
to eat and drink well, to dance, to be merry, and 
take moderate exercise*. 

It being Langenau fair, when Mr. Coxa was 
here, the vills^e was quite cixjwded with pea- 
sants. Great numbers of the men wore long 
beards, and many covered their heads with stmw 
hats, extremely broad, which gave them a very 
grotesque appearance. Their dress was chiefly 
a coarse bro>vn cloth jacket, without sleeves, with 
large puffed breeches of ticking. The women, 
who are remarkably handsome, wore their hair 
plaited behind in tresses, with the riband hanging 
down below the waist ; a flat, plain, straw hat ; 
a red or brown cloth jacket, without sleeves ; 
a black or blue petticoat, bordered with red, 
scarcely reaching below the knee% ; and red 
stockings with black clocks. Their shifts were 
of veiy fine linen, and fastened close round the 
neck by a black collar, with red ornaments. The 
better sort wore silver chains between the shoul- 
ders, brought under each arm, and fastened be- 
neath the bosom. 

Taking leave of the hospitable Dr. Schup- 
pach, Mr. Coxe set out from Langenau, in or- 
der to pi'oceed to Avignon, on a visit to the Abbe 
de Sade, author of the I-ife of Petrarch, A sen- 

• This celebrated empiric died in 1781, leaving ten thou- 
sand pounds, acquired by his practice, which sum he divid- 
ed among his family in just and equitable proportions. 
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ator of Soleure offered him a place in his car- 
riage as far as Benie, which he thankfully ac- 
cepted, and profited by tliis casual interview with 
an intelligent and woilhy man. 

Next day he repassed through Morat and 
Avenches, and slept at Payeme, a town in the 
canton of Berne. On the bridge over the Broye, 
at this place, is an ancient Roman inscription, 
which, as our author was attempting to decy- 
pher, a plain looking man accosted him, and ob- 
served, that he had often tried to make out tlic 
inscription, but without success. " Give me a 
page of plain Latin," said he, " and I will trans- 
late it from beginning to end ; but for these 
N's I's and O's, I can't know what to make of 
them." 

His next stage was Monden, a handsome to^vn, 
and the principal burgh of a bailliage of the 
same name, and formerly the capital of tliat part 
of the Pays de Vaud, which belonged to Savgy. 

He then re-entered the territory of Geneva ; 
but as that town and republic have already been 
described, we shall conclude this part of our in- 
genious traveller's labours, with some farther ob- 
servations on Switzerland in general. 

No part of Europe contains, within the same 
compass, so many independent commonwealths, 
and such a variety of governments as this roman- 
tic and delightful track ; yet with such wisdom 
was the Helvetic lUiion composed, and so little 
have the Swiss been actuated by views of con- 
quest, that since the complete establishment of 
their general confederacy, they have seldom 
waged war with a foreign enemy, and have been 
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hai^ssed by few civil commotions. Perhaps their 
long-enjoyed tranqtiillity is unique in the history 
of republics. 

The happiness, however, of long uninterupt- 
ed peace, has neither broken the spirit nor ener- 
^'ated the arm of the Swiss. The youth are dili- 
i^ently trained to martial exercises, and a con- 
siderable number of well-disciplined troops are 
always employed in foreign service ; while the 
Avhole mass of the people are enrolled in the 
militia^ and regularly exercised. By these means 
they are capable of collecting a very respectable 
body of forces, which would prove a formidable 
barrier against an invading enemy. Thus, while 
most other states of Europe are tending tow- 
ards a military government, Switzerland, with- 
out any standing armies, is more secure from 
invasion than any other European power. 

The felicity, however, of this country, does not 
consist merely in an exemption from the mise- 
ries and burden of war ; but in the general hap- 
piness and content of the people. For whether 
the government is aristocratical, democratical,-or 
mixed, a spirit of liberty pervades and actuates 
the several constitutions ; and the property of 
the subject is guarded against every species of 
violation. 

There is certsunly, however, a considerable de- 
fect in the criminal jurisprudence of the coun- 
try ; for though the Caroline code forms the basis 
of the penal laws, too much latitude is allowed to 
the respective judges ; who are leSs governed by 
any written law, than by the common principles 
of equity. 
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The prisons now begin to be under excellent 
regulations ; but that disgrace to sense and reason, 
the trial by torture, is not yet universally explod- 
ed. It is, however, wearing out by degrees ; in 
some states it is abolished by express laws ; and 
in none do the magistrates defend its practice, 
though it is not formally abandoned. 

Learning is more generally diffused among the 
Protestant, than the Catholic states ; but in both, 
a man of letters will find abundant opportunities 
of gratifying his researches, and improving his 
knowledge. To the natural philosopher, Switz- 
erland will afford an inexhaustible source of in- 
fbrmation and entertainment, as well from the 
great variety of physical curiosities, so plentifully 
spread over the country, as from the number of 
persons eminently skilled in that branch of sci- 
ence. Indeed, in every to^vn, and almost every 
village, the curious traveller will meet with col- 
lections worthy of his attention. 

With respect to agriculture, there are few 
countries where the effects of persevering indus- 
try, are more conspicuous. A traveller cannot 
pass the immense chains of hills and mountains, 
which intersect this country, without being de- 
lighted to find cultivation carried on, where na- 
ture seems almost to have denied access. Woods 
clothe the most barren spots, and com waves 
where it is scarcely possible for the plough to 
reach. 

Thus. having visited and described the Swiss 
cantons, our author, in his return from Italy, was 
anxious to render his tour more complete, by in- 
cluding the country of the Orisons. According- 
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ly, leaving Milan, in July 1779, he proceeded to 
Como, the birth-place of Fliny the younger, of 
which honour the natives are justly proud ; and 
therefore they have placed his statue in a ulclie, 
on the outside of the church, witii an inscription 
bearing date in 1499. 

Como is pleasantly situated in a narrow vale, 
inclosed by fertile hills, on the southern extremi- 
ty of tile lake of the same name. It is surround- 
ed by^ wall strengthened with towers, and back- 
ed by a conical emhicnce, on which stands the 
ruins of an ancient castle. The houses are neatly 
built of stone, and the cathedral is a handsome 
edifice, of white marble, dug from the neighbour- 
ing quarries. 

From Como he made an excursion to Mendri- 
sio, one of the Italian bailliages belonging to the 
Swiss cantons. These bailliagesj of which Men* 
drisio and Balema is one of the smallest, were 
formerly part of the Milanese, and were ceded to 
the cantons by Maximilian Sforza, who was rais- 
ed to the ducal throne by the Swiss, after they had 
expelled the troops of LoUis XII. and taken pos- 
session of the duchy. 

The inhabitants enjoy considerable privileges^ 
civil, ecclesiastical, and commercial. The district 
is extremely feitile in vines, com, and pasturage^ 
and yields a great quantity of excellent silk. 

On his return to Como, he embarked on the 
lake, the banks of which are richly wooded, and 
studded with villages and country seats- 
After an hour's rowing, they came to Plinania^ 
remarkable for a singular fountain, mentioned by 
Pliny. It bursts from a rock, close to a villa be- 
longing to a Milanese nobleman, and falls in na^' 
tul^ cascades into the lake« 
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acrass, fixjiTi vi! 'li-^ spccuilor looUa tUi7»a, 
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Tbey next proi-Ltd(.d lu Domvistut ii' 
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Fitcutt:*! which he very polittlv gnintt. 
^tle above Donmsiio, the njaJaii;^, or u.u\\ 
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sides of the lake. The tnbubkiims, i 
caiisc^ are ao subject to tntermiulin^ U- 
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the iiti^ig^hboiiniii^ moixiitains. 

They fcjuud Colli to neaily deserted, 
coltu^ts &hut up. Two miles beyond 
aJTived at tlic bottom of the mckon whivi. . 
Fort FuenUsi whicJij in the beginning Qf %h> 
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vDc^ccntHnj? into theplam, ihcy passed a rmige 
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the Milanese ami the country of the GH- 
Tt . of the Adda for some 

a V I pleasant stream i ihey 

.i-i\ at Darin, nnd soon ufterwaixh 
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jHsiius* The vteivs of this lake are extPCTiicly 
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\>khdrawn to the mountains^ on 

Bf the pestilential air. Indeed, no other 

Pits insalubrity is necessary, thalithe livid 
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^1 i'AVrh Hiitl iir : It > I :m bailey, and 

n I ft kiivfi gt an irni, ulierc 

*: mily 6lM>ke akind of Itiilinji 
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»;.;.- .- .. ....... i.. . ; vei- Inn, h ii 
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Lovi^tr titj^adina^ whom he soaii diacyvcrcn 
an intelligent man* 

In talking wkh hini on the >4tJ\te tj^ 
iimoTig the reformed part of thi; CiriaoT* 
tkulftrlj^ resp<;c.thig the IHeti&ts, n dl 
found I hat the latter somewihat rfseji 

ethodisls, in exalting faith ubtive g* ■ 

hey condemn all diversions, canl-ph 
assemblies, as criminixl ; faiicy visJoas. 
pematnral in^vard Ulrniimations, und cn^i 
much time in pmycnas to neglect ihcir V'\ 
17 business. 

The ckrji^y of ihL^ ^ect m^ generally 1 
ant and soprrfidal^ are vcheiiienily I'ccil 
hi the pulpit, ihuntltr out repuDbatlon, and 
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p|s» Qr while tsuie ixirdcr hiuigmg mer llic 
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ilnjy arc I'* ■ art bill in 'sit 
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;t* ' elevation- 

*I . ^ iicci at a cottage, the only house in 

I.' extent ofthe^c alps, and tlda is occu- 
py in summer. The tenants make bn^ 
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[•ry, ll coiisisLtd of aome English K tii 

iiimy in the Romansh langvmge* p: .riy 
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ICeorgc IK when prince of Wales* 

lie then accompasiicd our ti*iivcllcr u 
^u^ii^ shewed Idm a. single house^ caJk^l 
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Jffijnj^ the lim severttl timei*, |h«y 
^7*uta5, wbir.h, ihoufjjH not the larj^st, 
the pnnri|3al place in this districU 
jKdmlel)^ waited mi IVl- Plarvta, former- 
" om ihc r^piibltc of the Gri^on* to 
E^ri mIwi I tad iiccn engaged m sevcnil 
ions. 
,_undi accompanietl '^^rrri ♦<> ♦"-*• 
atiii> tif bmsus^ as it Ift caJIfd, . 

Bt isH. The ■ 

I I? tin Si SI of sevcTid du^p pus* tina ii mound 
I mrth« aboot thirty (^ti high, :ind sixty paces 
itce* 

!.s did tioi uppeat lo Mr- Coxc to 

uai conntruction i probably they Are 
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' the turbulent times, when llie barpim 

Citry w*:rc eogagi^d tn peipetitui acts of 

|ty ; imd have btftM ascribed to Dmsus^ 

aalioTtid v:i?TltY, 

is, sitnated in these parts, are 
I a i c w ul k of eac h o t he r ; and 
o*e was ^u dehghtetl with the countiy m d 
tistlntantST Umt he wished to pmlong his stfiy 
_jtheni» Hence his daily journeys were very 
f and he gcnetuJly piv>c.ured an bitt*oduction 
ta some fienson of notei at each stage- 

i^t. Lis arrival at Scampf, he ctirncti a letter 
miewdaliori to M* Aporta, the clei'gy- 
^^.rtu tn Jve plarif ; a man of an UIvisino«s famllyt 
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■ dcvuiL'tU Uiat it pmtli' 
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.. ^v^ ure ft*d m the Upper Alp^ -^ 
artinii, aiRl Turtle t^imntidcs of 1 
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U a pxixt part of U 

Ibitants live much on salted me&t ; and 

is btdtetl in Mlllc round citkes, only 

' tltnrc a yrar* Ilericej ihouglj not un- 

■es so hardi us scmic- 

, . n Xiilh a butclitl* 

, a gi^iit iigcj and h Dekhcr 

|vii^ art; rtmarkalily pojitc arid well 
[>8sca& u t>taive civility, which iiiciine^^ 
"orm kind offices, with u promptness 
that is dtiig;htfuL Our avithor^ in- 
tjD less rhanutd with the muniit.'t*s of 
p!e, than with the t^^mafiUc reentry of ilic 

iift ivififl to T ower Engadina? he pusstd near 
r ttu'own over a prt'cipke, and 
:»Kii-^ - i- -i-iig cataract. This is the line 
Eiiioij between ihe two tlistricis* Beyond 
?idg€ 13 a wild, And almost iminhabitcd, 
bf forest* which reaches tt» Ccmet^. 
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^II. i. r * -id the Irrn, arc litccpt and 
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c*ry, foT ivsini of a decent siippori ; 
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i ui ni I he dJHtrkU 
. . L mment in l^ower Enf^adlfia I5 
icatcd. It is divided into three com- 
fhkh send deputies to the j;^t;iiertt] diet- 

BC!*, tUcrt W't! tW<'J SCpiKTil'LC coTirts of 
Whidl AD finTj^ mI In k ni flir 1*;' n-- 

r^he civil irlbuniil • 
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na* In -, ilie t\^o moatian- 

jitiiiriLi Me • in> ,;- nf Dt; SallVs and Plan- 
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5ry of this country is full ofthe dbpuic?* 



144 



C50XW TRAVEm. 



giwlioi^ and uuilorm ] 

lliough l-rnvtr Eii^^ 
inof^t ftrtilc, ycuJic inhubiiaiit!* are J 
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Ul- HI or fojr 1 
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iTr^ ' endeavcj ' 
ii 






find, she tleeliTied, 



COXE'S TRAVELS. »- 145 

These circumstances exciting his curiosity, he 
^as induced to make some enquiries respecting 
the old lady ;' and discovered that she was of a 
good family in this country,' and, that she had 
married a nobleman from Milan, with whom she 
lived in great harmony, till all her fortune was 
dissipated. He then quitted her, with a promise 
to return in a very short time ; but from that day 
she never saw him, nor heard from him. It 
was, however, rumoured, that he had gone to 
Italy, and turned monk. Believing this intelli- 
gence to be true, his wife collected the scanty re- 
mains of her fortune, and retired to the cottage 
where Mr. toxe found her. 

St. Martin's Bridge forms the boundary be- 
tween Engadina and the Tyrol. Here the Inn 
quits tj^e territory of the Grisons, and passing 
through Tyrol and the electorate of Bavaria, 
joins the Danube at Passau, with such a volume 
of water, as to equal, iT not svurpass, the cele- 
brated stream in which it loses its name. 

From Nanders they proceeded along a pleasant 
valley, bounded on the left by a ridge of moun- 
tains, which separates Tyrol from Engadina. At 
che end of this valley, they came to a gentle ascent, 
on the other side of which lies the lake that proves 
the first source of the Adige. In one of the 
villages in this vidnity they passed the night. 

Next mornmg, they started early, with an in- 
tention of Teaching Bormio that day. The coun- 
try was agreeable, and in a high state of cultiva- 
tion. Beyond Mais,* they turned short into tlie 
road that leads to the valley of Munster ; and a 
little beyond Tauven, passed the banner, and 
again entei^d the territory of the Grisons. 
v« s« o 
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They stopped at Munster to see a monastery 
for women, from which the town and valley de- 
rive their name. It is said to have been founded 
by Charlemagne. They could not be admitted 
within the walls, as being contrary to the rule 
of all nunneries ; and therefore proceeded, al- 
most immediately, to Santa Maria. 

The valley of Munster forms a community 
in the League of God's House. The people are 
divided into Catholics and Protestants ; and the 
magistrates and judges are chosen equally from 
both parties, who live together in tolerable har- 
mony. 

The passage from Santa Maria to Bormio was 
very tedious, and, in some seasons, is not unat- 
tended with danger. They ascended to the top of 
Mont Bralio, which body of alps is supposed to 
be mentioned by Tacitus, under the appellation 
of Juga Rhatica. Here they traced the torrent 
of Ramo, which* falls into the Adige to its source ; 
and a few paces beyond, they observed another 
torrent falling in a contrary direction, which 
gives rise to the Adda. 

From this point a descent commences, and 
continues, with little interruption, to Bormio. 

The tops of these mountains produce no wood, 
but afford excellent pasturage* The most ele- 
vated parts are composed of granite. 

In a short time they entered the country of 
Bormio, and, following the couese of the Adda 
over a sm^dl plain, they again ascended, and tra^ 
veiled over as craggy and wild a track, to Bor- 
inio, as any in Switzerland; exhibiting huge 
piles of mishapen alps, and masses of ice and 
snow. 
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♦• 

Close to the path) the Adda foams from pre- 
dpke to predpice, in broken cataracts ; till fall- 
ing mto a narrow channel^ it labours with inces- 
sant fury to get through. 

Over this tremendous gulph is a slight wooden 
bridge) partly supported by a detached fragment 
of rock, and partly suspended on the si^es of the 
opposite mountains. As they passed, it tottered 
with their weight. 

Soon after, turning to the left, by an opening, 
through which the Adda seemed to have forced 
a passage, they discovered some fertile fields ly- 
ing oa the side of a distant mountain, which 
beautifully contrasted with the wild and unculti- 
vated scenes they had just quitted. 

In^abouthalf an hour iim'f reached the Baths 
of St. Martin, in the valley of Pcemaglia, formed 
by several hot springs, of the nature of Bath, and 
much frequented by valetudinarians, in the sum-- 
mear season. 

Soon after, they arrived 2k Bormio, where 
every thing began to assume an Italian aspect ; 
Hod the villages are very inferior to those of the 
Grisons.^ 

The county of Bormio, subject to the Grisons, 
fies in the midst of the Rhetian Alps. It is en- 
tirely enclosed by mountains, except a narrow 

opening which connects it with ^he Valteline 

The other accesses to it lie across the rugged 
alpS) and in winter are impassable. . 

This county of Bormio, formerly a part of the 
Milanese, is divided into five districts, and en- 
joys very ample immunities. The supreme ma- 
gistrate is called Podesta. He is appointed by 
the Orisons, and continues in office two years.... 
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His authority, however, is so extremely circum- 
scribed, that he can scarcely do a single act with* 
out the, concurrence of the councils ; nor has he 
even a vote in them, except in cases of equality. 

The criminal court, or council of sixteen, is 
changed every four months. Its powers are 
very extensive, and the horrid and disgraceful 
use of the torture is sometimes had recourse to. 

The civil tribunal consists of twelve members, 
taken from the town of Bormio, who determine 
in the first instance ; but from their decision an 
appeal lies to the syndicate of the Grisons. 

The expences of the covemment are regulated 
with a democratical jealousy ; and the accounts 
are annually submitted to the inspection of each 
district, where they undei^ a minute investiga- 
tion by chosen examiners. The revenue of 3ie 
whole country does not much exceed two hun- 
dred poui^ds a near; but this sum is neariy 
adequate to the expences of its government, 
and the deficiency is made up by an equal as- 
sessment. 

The mountainous parts of this district produce 
only pasturage and wood ; the lower parts, about 
Bormio, yield corn, but not sufficient for domestic 
consumption. Cattle, cheese, and iron, are ex- 
ported in considerable quantities; while wine, 
com, rice, and cloth^form the principal aiticles of 
importation. 

Popery is the established religion, and the ex- 
ercise of every other is prohibited. The priests 
have peculiar privileges, which are even extend- 
ed to those who wear a clerical dress. Many 
abuses result from these exorbitant immunities ; 
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yet the pec^de are generally free^ happy, and com- 
Ibrtable. 

. The lawn of Bormio is situated at tlie foot of 
the mountainsy close to the torrent of Fredolfo^ 
which falls into the Adda* It contains about 
one thousand inhabitants, but has a desolate ap* 
peai-^ice. The houses are of stone plastered, 
and many of them have paper windows, in the 
Italian style, though the climate by no means is 
the same. 

The landlord of the inn where our author 
lodged, was one of the regents, and the podesta 
and his wife sat down with him to the same ta- 
ble. The podesta had been lately appointed^ 
and it wa;s visible, from his conversation, that he 
had tittle knowledge of the princii^cs of his gc- 
vemment. 

The palazzn or town>house, contains a suit of 
wretched apartments, for the residence of the 
podesta, a chamber for the courts of justice, and 
an apartment where the representaUves of the 
people assemble. In one of the rooms is an en- 
gine q£ torture, which, in spite of reason and hu* 
mamty is still used to extort confession. 

Mr> Coxe being desirous to examine the ar- 
chives, all the magistrates assembled with their 
keys to open the door of the apartment where: 
they are kept. He found them in the greatest 
disorder, but containing many records relative to^ 
the history and constitution of Bormio. The ear- 
liest of these acts is dated 1378. 
. Quitting Bormio, they passed along the nar- 
ww valley of Gepino* Having crossed the Adda, 
inthree hours they came to the pass of La Ser-- 
o.a. 
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ra, where that river fills the whole space, except 
a small path. 

This path runs under the gateway of an an- 
cient tower, and leads from the country of Bor- 
mio into the Valteline. At Sonaldo, the valley 
widens, and becomes more and more fertile, 
especially about Tirano. The left ridge of moun- 
tains is clothed with forest trees, intermixed with 
a few vines; the ridge, fronting the southern sun, 
is planted with vines to its top ; and on both sides 
the churches and houses are half concealed by 
the folis^e. 

Tirano is the capital of a district, and the rea- 
dence of the podesta. This town contains some 
handsome buildings, yet the general appearance 
is desolate. The Adda divides it into two parts, 
which are joined by a stone bridge of a single 
arch. Little trade is carried on here, except dur- 
ing the time of the fair. The staple commerce 
of the town is the exportation of wine and silk; 
the former of which is sent in large quantities 
into the country of the Grisons. 

About half a mile fix)m the town is the church 
of Madonna, or the Virgin Mary, much visited 
by Catholic pilgrims. It is a large handsome 
building, constructed with marble, and stone, 
stuccoed. The principal entrance is formed by 
two Corinthian pillars, ornamented with foliage 
and festoons of flowers, while the pilasters are 
neatly adorned with basso relievos in the style of 
the antique. 

In the large area before this church, the fmr 
of Tirano is held, in the month of October. This 
lasts for three days, and is remarkable for th« 



COXE'S TRAVELS. 151 

mmiber of cattle brought there for sale. During 
the feir, the authority of the podesta is suspend- 
ed ; and the governor of the Valteline has abso- 
lute jiuisdiction over the town and district. 

The Valteline extends from the confines of 
Bormio to the lake of Chiavenna, about fifty miles 
in length. It is wholly enclosed between two 
chains of high mountains, which separate it froni 
the Grisons and the duchy of Milan. 

The Valteline was formerly subject to the 
bishop of Coire ; but in 1530, the republic of 
the Grisons obtained the whole sovereignty ; goid 
aniidst frequent internal commotions, and foreign 
attacks, have still preserved it. In 1620, a dread- 
ful conspiracy broke out, under the mask of reli- 
gion, and the unhappy Protestants were mas- 
sacred without mercy for three successive days. 
Even women and infants were slaughtered with 
the pciost deliberate cruelty. 

In the midst of this dreadful carnage, one in- 
stance of singular humanity deserves to be re- 
corded. Bartholomeo Peretti, the prinqipal Ca- 
tholic at Berbeno, being exhorted to put all the 
Protestants of that town to death, apprised them 
of their danger, and assisted them in eflecting 
an escape. But this act of clemency was his 
own destruction, and he suffered as an enemy to 
religion, to which, in fact, he did honour by his 
conduct. 

The Valteline is divided into three principal 
geographical districts, and into five governments. 
The three districts are, Terzero di Sopra, or the 
Upper District ; Terzero di Mezzo, or the Mid- 
dle District ; and Terzero di Setto, or the Lower 
District. 
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. The five governments aretbose of the Upper 
Pistrict, of the Middle District, of Teglio, of 
Morbegno, and of Traona. 

Each of these five governments is subject to a 
magistrate, appointed bf the Grisons, who is 
changed every two years. The magistrate of the 
Middle District, is styled Governor of theVaitc- 
line, and possesses, in some respects, a superi(»r 
degree of authority to th/c others, who are deno- 
minated Podestas. He is also captain general of 
the Valteline. 

These magistrates, as representatives of the so- 
vereign state, enjoy the supreme authority, and 
are intrusted with the power of life and death ; 
and though they are apparently controlled by 
the laws, they de^se means to evade theia« But 
there are various restraints laid upon them, to se- 
cure the liberty of the subject, and prevent parti- 
ality. All, however, are ineffectual, as pardons 
may be purchased with money, which at once 
gives an encouragement to convictions, and sanc- 
tions the commission of crimes. 

All public concerns, which do not &11 under 
the jurisdiction of the Grisons, are discussed and 
terminated by a council composed of five repre- 
sentatives, one from each district, which meets, 
as occasion requires, atSondi^io. -In all affairs of 
importance, the representatives are bound to vote 
in conformity to instruction received from their 
constituents, and all transactions are decided by 
a majority of voices. 

The tribute which the Valteline pays to the 
Grisons is so small, the salaries of the ^vemors 
so inconsiderable, and all duties so trifling, that 
this has been considered as one of the most hap- 
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py, and the^ least oppressed of| all subject pro- 
vinces ; without reflecting how unable tJie coun- 
try is to bear even the moderate taxes that are 
imposed on it. 

ITie clergy of the Valteline are not responsi- 
ble to the ordir^ry courts of justice, their immu- 
nities being so exorbitant, as to render them al- 
most independent of the civil authority. They 
are only amenable to the bishop of Como. If a 
priest is guilty of any misdemeanor, his person 
cannot be secured without the concurrence of the 
bishop and tlie governor of the distnct, in which 
the crime was committed. Hence it is extreme- 
ly difficult to bring an ecclesiastic to justice, as 
impunity is easily purchased, either by securing • 
the favour of the bishop's vicar or of the magis-* 
trates* Nor are these pernicious privileges con- 
fined merely to the clergy, but extend to all per- 
sons wearing an ecclesiastical dress, by the per- 
mission of the bishop of Como. 

The Grisons have repeatedly tried, without ef- 
fect, to annihilate these immunities, no less des- 
tructive to the rights of society, than injurious to 
m<M*als. The nobles of tlie Valteline, however, 
are interested in supporting the privileges of the 
clergy, because they sometimes procure the per- 
mission of wearing the ecclesiastical dress, and 
because they can secure their property, by leav- 
ing their estates to the church, after the extinc- 
tion of all the heirs named in the succession. 
Such estates are called beneficia gentilia, and 
cannot be seized for debt, or confiscated. 

Instead of proceeding from Tirano to Sondrio, 
th^ nearest way, our author made a circuit by 
Teglio, passing over the plain- of Tit*ano, rich in 
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all the products of nature^ and sprinkled with 
villages, embosomed in thick groves of chesaut 
trees. 

Teglio is tlie capital of a government of the 
^ame name. It is situated on the top of a moun- 
ttain, and contains about three hundred houses. 
Close by the town are the ruiils of a fortress 
standing on an insulated rock, and formerly 
esteemed of great strength. It commands a most 
extensive prospect- 

Teglio is a very populous district for its size, 
and contains about eight thousand souls. In fa- 
vourable seasons, it produces more com than is 
sufficient for the consumption of its inhabitants, 
and rivals any part of the Valteline in the good- 
pess of its wines. 

Froni this place, which afforded but little to 
gratify curiosity, Mr. Coxe proceeded to Sondrio, 
&e capital of the valley, and the residence of the 
governor and of the vicar. It has a deserted ap- 
pearance ; and there is little appearance ^fttadc, 
and no animation. The town is built on a verv 
romantic situation, at the extremity of a nanwv 
valley, and occupies both sides of the Malenco, 
which frequently overflows its banks.. Many of 
the houses arc very ancient. 

TJie Valteline, from its vicinity to Italy, has 
imbibed a taste for the fine arts, and contains 
many collections of pictures not unworthy of 
notice. Pietro Ligario, however, is the only 
painter of eminence it has pixxiitced, and his 
, name is little known beyond the limits of his 
native country. He was born at Sondrio in 
1686, and died in 1752, in the sixty-seventh year 
of his age. 
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There is scarcely a church in the Valteline 
that does not possess one of his pictures. The 
most capital are the martyrdom of St. Gregory 
in one of the churches of Sondrio, and St. Bene* 
diet, in the chapel of a nunnery near that town- 
^hese are finished with gfeat labor and exact- 
nesS) contrary to his usual custom^ and may be 
considered as the test from which his abilities, as 
a painter, ai'e to be estimated. 

Lig^iio is described by connoisseurs as a paint« 
er who united correctness of design to beauty of 
colouring* Pie is remarkable for grouping his 
figures to the best advantage, and his heads ai*e 
drawn with a noble simplicity. He was, how- 
ever, too close an imitator of the antique ; and 
his figures often resemble statutes, particularly 
in their drapery. The character of his faces is 
chiefly Grecian ; but it is remarked that they 
are too similar to each other, and look like por- 
trait4t>f the same family. 

Our author took a ride to see the painting of 
St. Benedict by this master, at the nunnery, a lit- 
tle way from Sondrio. After he had satisfied 
himself in this respect, the abbess sent a mes- 
sage, desiring the favour of his company in the 
parlour* 

On entering it, he made his obeisance to the 
abbess and two nuns, who were seated on the 
other side of the grate* After the usual com- 
pliments, wine and cakes were brought in* The 
wine was the produce of their oWn vineyards, and 
was excellent in its kind ; the cakes were shaped 
like skulls and bones* 

The abbess and nuns behaved with great ease 
^ukI politeness, asking many questions relative 
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to England. One of them apologized for their 
curiosity by remarking that women were no less 
inquisitive or fond of talking, because they were 
shut up in a nunnery. 

The person, who made this remark, was pale, 
and it was evident she had once been remarkably 
handsome. Mr. Coxe says he was mfonned, that 
a disappointment in love first induced her to take 
the veil, and to bury so much beauty and ele- 
gance in a convent. 

He afterwards made an excursion to Morbegno 
and Delebio, near the extremity of the Vsdte- 
line. Morbegno lies on the left side of the Adda, 
and is the handsomest town in the Valteline, at 
the same time that it is the most commercial. 

M. Planta, whom our author previously met 
with at Cernetz, being then podesta of Morbeg- 
no, no sooner heard of his arrival, than he polite- 
ly invited Mm to his house. Finding that he was 
desirous of proceeding to Delebio, M. Pla]i|a im- 
diately ordered his carriage and accompanied 
him thither. 

« I am happy," says Mr. Coxe, ?' to find, from 
all quarters, that this gentleman-may be reckon- 
ed among the few who do honour to human na- 
ture, and who act with integrity in a land of ex- 
tortion. When vicar of the Valteline, he dis- 
charged the duties of that important office with 
credit, and has entered on this new government 
with the same spirit of disinterested uprightness. 
There is a pleasure in receiving acts of polite- 
ness in a foreign country ; but it is a double satis- 
faction to be obliged to persons, whose charac- 
ters are (Jeserving of tlie highest esteem." 
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it ur* The Uu!y 
itsiL- our atitlior could 
tTSiation w1tlv her* 
^^lpJl]lied his ho^tto Rd- 
I he Ati!ttri:in envoy, wlio 
! alien tiott ajid pulileiicss, 
< ^tn to ivmain nome lime 
. n he dcrlmcd forilie 
^fi^.-if wv.. ,.u,>....w,,. c t>f visiting Coi9^ 
^ cxjiected to receive Icttei s froot Eiig* 

htrn&u is situated at the c.onlluencc of tiHft 
, _S*aiiches which form tlie Rhine, The ii\.si\c 
jidfi tn a most romantic spot, a litile abo\'e ihc 
nctian^ and the garden advances to the RKine. 



flLvt'^^t Vn- Ti-KirVi 



'^'^ i' iMijj u* in:» iwriiis^:^^* vvju V41C vititiiftQ 



1 ■ . , ■ 

, scct/uti tcuiury » IjUI 
ills ju:»L, Ik< kit hi 
about till he 4 



.1. - f :^i. r 



c end* 

_^rhe citrirons of Cotre arc delijchtiul- 
b mhly tliveisiEt'cl with t-i 
itht- hills arc covcrecj with vii 

ic, from mnimiticto wild, 
Cift to be tiavigablc for rafta^ ; 

Fi I' tl'avcllc^ 

r"' ' town, to li^.jvji .►_.. 

ol Kbout sixty hm: 
suvciA:i)^HLv ui ii^A^lf- Tbty wsiilcd «-ii 
f'Hodolph <le Salia, who reccivi^-d Mi . 
grem politeness, aiid kind J y inUul ^ ' 
ly, by shewing him his Uttlc ten 
roiu it ii|jpea?St has m:> ' 
literature, siii<l has ht 

Liscnpts relative to Uil t 

lis drawn simpk itiiilei' 

Itifit then t^ngagcd hh atteaUiiu- 
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.1 %mttl\ semidr* 
. ,,..,, ..I ,_j^ 

lie 

The jfl'^^Oplc WOl C Sr ffs TM J I , 

iT the pre H Li > I fvjiun j^AVt 
s> wliich Imvt been gruilli* 

'>r fa*illc of Halcicrn&icin, from which 
iirirtiUc?*, is now in ruinf, lie- 
mint d castle, culled Licbteii* 
ianuly of the prince of that 

ijiietl by the haioM of 
1 K\U:d riLtir the Ritljie:^ 

, :- i^L .^.-iknstcin wa» 

:»vert*?d miQ » Ktmrniiry of kaminjqj, an in^nitti- 

Tii'iJ-li wiitiietl \ Imt fi'oni tlie liitlc <:oiinte» 

10 literamrct and mmc intc^lltte 

\ as 64X>n dmsolved- 

Thc jjcncrdl state of 1 taming amoni*: the (In- 

BH is ill ti very low cUb, As- no rewards Rrt 

kftld out lo stimulate excnioan* the love of glory 

ke men to txccl bi >itiidy< fhe Piy}- 

• i^cehe a liberal ediicatiorh rt*pmr 

7i. r Baskjsindthc Catbu' 

t:o;rti* IMr* t.o^te niudc an excinsloo 

eugue of llie Ti*n Jiiriinlictions, ^rhicli 

about half n k-ague fmm Coirc% Pa3S- 

;iht vak*i theyinatle a c intuit to Fiitzc- 

ifl, a Tcry small village^ hnl cck^braied for ht^mj; 
tie place wheiT the Urst ptrptlUtd alliance svus 
ifird by the deputies of tlie tliree luaguiis ; and 
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of tin? turrciJt Ail' 

ring pn^s :;h Alvenew ii 

Uhey ptiTo urrow paih on j 

'rocTtj cidkd Zus^, Willi a ttiri^eni fl 
ftcatJi* At tiic tjorimii 6f this i-ock, < ; 
brrciitr an: slhcf inhics, wblcli wri 
lorkcd. 

At iBc village of Glams, they entt 
"isriicticiTi of Davoa, and tooH up limit 
u neat ct>ttagL-# 

The dislricl of Diivas is u * ' 

i|\rAitc:i* of II mile bruad, :, 
hilts, which tcmiinaie hi iiij^h 
jint' rc-*pe?ctft it resembles the 

■ .but is more fciule. A ck.i 
1 ni runs through its center^ .. 

! many ttcattei'cd cotUgca which 

rUc gotvmmtnt ' 

. mitur to Ibt;.! f if tht .1 
11* Jib cntiivly democraticaL £v> 
C|f fourteen, hufs a vole. Th* 
iilrsj hou inert rculd^^ in iii 

|li't^iirn. niid the rOUFlCjl * ' 

d every two ;, 

^-*iicj* Ims product ^ 
t iStvriiiry menuparliciil 
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[miJ Sfitedier : iKe Sbrmcr cfirhom was hom in 
. ' 11 1584* They were both 

■■uU Bcyi^i^ i ■ ■ ■• .•■..-.. Mkr 



• L ^ i 1 1 1 L V i . r P re 1 1 1*" ail tli e v roiiiicl I !ic 

^ , -. i ;i- ,.;m ^ . -i::, mi ciLch sidt^nre 

cov*!Tt*d witli (bfestSt The bamlL-ta 

cred thitJt4^h the plain, and along the 

ivities of the mo\mtaiitS| in a v<.^rj^ plciising 

litUe beyond Gmscht tlie Talley c^f Pretigaii 

contracts and iorma a narpow pass^ only wide 

Ibr the tortvnit and ihe i"oad* The tiun- 

re was very suddvOi h*ctni hi^jh riilliva^ 

i(iU to absohite sterility ; bm they sqoh ctmie 

^ Inici a fine and rich country, and reached 

pntz, in tlis dhtrict of I^Sayen&eidt pa&i^ing 

Ugh u scrms of vineyards. 

jtxv MalatitXi a small Imt hanct^onie io^vn, 

on tUc ^."d'- of a hilU they rlcscendcd iDlo a 

, enttred the 
^. i»t gixives of 

I" horses at tlie viUa^j 

^ul proceiitkd to the bathm of tlic sanic name* 

i>i rlv. tIic iiccoinni«jfl:'^i'»T's. liete were very 

Ji Jicl ihe il irt:* the batJis wn^ 



lirch, fir, btrc-h, In 
At Pfeflers tht^y 



to thin 

tloscd, tmtl ttrar4:cly ud » 
TJ " "x akiBj^ t 

nthov SI; 
Kiclcl) Lit t'iC rijcr" 
niif.ikT of un hoiir 

Sttis nf ihp lYtck. He I 
l^j ; tmd the htyL 

. L-rc built on .. ■ 
iliiiiog I i'agf^^ in si situattiui 

These buths have lottgbeenc i 

iig the goitt> rheutuJktlsTiii und 

JerRt Tlie wiiiers are trjiTispiirt 
Jfrom smell or taslL*^ utid ahoirt nu\' 
pftre said to be imprcgfiaieil wUli a sn , 

of voltitile alkali and iron, but cone i • .. 

phtir* 

chaiimi «md nlong the sanic t- 
Rhcy wtiT happy once more lo ---n. *.►.*> 
[Srhcy moyntcd their hwse« M PfcHcrfM^widJ 
iccnding into ihc plain of the Rhine, 
|tti Con\r. 

After ft short slay ihcre* our atiihor, ir 

to return to England^ set out on his retimi, 

I'Am passing over the bridge at Kekh^noui 
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along the side of the mountains, which separate 
the Grisons from the canton of Glai'us. 
. Hants, though the capital of the Grey League, 
is a small town, containing about sixty houses* 
Here the g^eral diet of tjie three leagues assem- 
ble, every third year. The adjacent country is 
fertile in every species of grain and pasture, and 
combine many fine points of view. 

This track of country, stretching from Reiche- 
nau to jhe mountain of St. Gothard, is called the 
V^ey x>f Sopra Selva, and is the most populous 
part of the Grey League. 

Oa quitting Uants, they had occasion to cross 
the Rhine several times, before they arrived at 
Xruns^ famous in the history of this league, as 
jbeing tjie place where it was ratified by the chie& 
and the communities. An aged oak, according 
to tradition, was the identical spot whei'e the three 
chiefs signed their names, ^d thus confirmed 
the liberties of the union. 

Th^eir next stage was Disentis, a straggling 
village, lying on a gentle declivity, sloping gra- 
dually to the Rhine. The abbot of the monas- 
tery near this place, was formerly sovereign over 
this part of the Grey League, and still possesses 
ipuch power and influence in the general diet. 

Thie abbey is a large quadrangular building, 
and being situated on the side of a mountain, it . 
makes a magnificent appearance. The abbot 
was not at home ; but the monks shewed our au- 
thor all the attention in their power, and gave 
him freely the little information they possessed 
themselves. 

On the 30th of September, they left Disentis, . 
and in two hours entered the pleasant valley of 
q.2 
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Tmveich* i^m^M Hvt foot oith^i A\\a, wbleli pmn 

m^ Or- 

whole < 
dkicin^^ ■ . •• 
hy. The trees gi%»wixi^ ui lUetMi ^latb tfciitchi 

A li' 1: 

plaun> •• ■ 

lortn ilic Upper Uhine. 1 i 
river ifi in a glacier oa iKc h^jh i . 

AfltT two houi's ft'^ccij? 
vctchi »^^' * f irhcdtliebi 
which The roiiii 

the t'iiij' -ij I . L ri# bfX)i. 
liuifty bkc^ of mi obltjiig - 
c(i by a loricnt, that fulU n .rm uiv noi 
of tils; SHiiiccliuiii winch glvt* lUc la M 
Froin the lake isniics a ati'ca«it *hftt nt;> 
side red us unc of the sources of tJ> 
Tracing it thTOTigh a imrmw plain, 
thcv came to a tkrpclesctiUi wliere ih*. 
vuUVy of Urse-iTti hurnt at ome on tN 
Thuh Mr. Coxc coinpleteii the tour o\ ' 
caiutnf* aiU its appeiRiages, We sh: 
fure» touclttdc with some nddtlional n 
has* tuiulc on the country of tli** Ct' 

The ix'lif-n^jti of the Grihons i> 
CathuUc 11 ' ^i<tl' The Lutrf » 
about t\-.o f I the tnlmbhant^. 1 

M! Mi, however, oi 

( i> ' M rencc : the dcfi i , < ^ 
nmy be members of cither con 
hence a iJirfr! 1 amity ati^tstH bi 
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In spiritual concerns, the Catholics, for the 
most part, are under the jurisdiction of the bi- 
shop oi Coire. For the affairs of the reformed 
churches, each league is diTided into a certain 
number of districts, the ministers of which as- 
semble twice a year. 

The number of reformed parishes, in the whole 
three leagues, amounts to one hundred and thirty- 
five. Their ministers enjoy but very small sa- 
laries, the largest not exceeding tv\'enty-five 
pounds x>er annum, and some are not more than 
six. 

This scanty income is attended with many in^ 
conreniencies. It obliges many of the clergy to 
have recourse to traffic, which tends to the 
neglect of professional studies, and to the de- 
gradation of character- Add to this, that, in 
most of the communities, the ministers, though 
cofifirmed by the synod, are chosen by the people 
of the parish, and are solely dependent on their 
bounty. 

For these reasons, the candidates for hofy or- 
ders are generally extremely illiterate ; for ho 
person will pay much attention to studies, unless 
they are animated by the ho^sof a decent com- 
petence. Mr. Coxe, however, met with a few 
clergymen, who were greatly distinguished for 
their erudition, and would have done credit to 
any church. 

The revenues of the Three Leagues arise from 
duties on merchandise in transit ; a third of the 
fines imposed on delinqtients ; a small tribute 
from the Valteline and Chiavenna ; and a small 
sum arising fix)m money, chiefly vested in the 
English funds. 
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msoiis^ Uowt^^cr, cisvipl .» 

[»njr* The 
iihtcily Austria.--.. 
It i* very cliftkuU t'^ 
i-iih any degit'c of isuvin.M»k 
tiinka tiisi, m tlic Tln^ce Lv 
piuit to nmetr-tight tlmsT " 
ntla|5€s of the X'^ultci 

T\w. <;. of the ( 

[ttmiled ; IIil ■ 
kom the su*. 
cattle* As tht'ii iniii(..M 
t'oiniliy. 111 11 fit he 

Hie 1> 

kit i. . 

ijiy iite;i(ji» of t:&Uileti hi 
^puUk and iJrivaH: p<Jh 
I Aoslriai und by TiKjiicy smvcd in fort* 
As moiit of the Crison nta^ani:- ■>■ 
kvkd Itnau for ^h*^ use . 
i:a<£y to intifiduce nu 
iBtit in thysc link rcpiiblicSi* u v 



hwl>!T^!t!ti^ ; piwcd by inAOf of 

i^iii.i'jn ih-Ai. in tJtti- 
Id 

■tji 
a9 

' '^ ''■■'' '• ■■ ' '^^ 

kUij und to tlrikliTn the s^impH- 



B|juciiJUS-i fall to thr 
rtll ft vjvirtf of tiMd 



. uf- 

H 

■ ■ -re, 

of 

i.cr 

«i|ho (avfjutnint: m* 

cn^th* but the i ; y ; 

I the whole-, It is a aairow A 

ftCiomirthf earth, 1 1 if nigh l%*ctt encotiragc- 
ainly ought to he given to promote that 

iter ci;>tTjmur»ication, l)Ctwecn the coutir 

the Grisons aTid Milan^ is formed by the 

•of Como* hy the Lccco* by the ciinal&^jf the 

^ddn and Tixrx^o. 

I'he canrd of TreESXj coi»meti€€s at the town 

' that name, on the Add% and b earned on to 



COX£'S TRAVKI 



liboif Thb tut 



wav bit ween tht- 



1 he iiavig^iUuri i>t' iJi 
by a surcuauion of raUirw 

lo libviutc I his in* f 
^rtjjcctrd in ISl^, thtin 
Ciilbn till KV9U Bm 

iTi'lis ho i^ytAiCr atlmllLLu : . _ 

1 1 ^^ way In suth a m^^rnito'} ji 

: u'-.i.js Impassible- 
InUiisstatt^ of hope kss imp rut'tic.^ 
nstbt'dt till it waa agarr' t.,.^i..n'-i - - > 
pctor Joseph IL whcd 

U€ h € Xpe<l i lIo!) and M ipr r i ij 1 KM u 

three years it was comidelely ii' 
Rpbund to answer every dc&irahk | 
The captti of die J^d<la is ./ 
cngth,lin<!^ . . : ■'.' ;-i ,:, ■ , , 
some ^ 

^Hmform biiiiidUi ^i two hun 
1 IS bmkcn hy si at sluices, arid 
I by the miming tttrcam of ihc .Vtlda. 

Still, however^ s'J imrny inconvcidtntle* 
jixpencvs liutnd the ni' ' 

kW>Q to Mdun, tj^at 5.- I,. 
tliandlse is convey ctl l»y land ^_ 

Uie uiost commodious, and tht i 
d(mf»« way. 
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Tflethi^e l*?ni::iir«^^, thmji*h ahvayst esteemed 
}' et nolt strictly spt*ak- 
h oil ihe canlotifi. They 

rloRf alliarue, hoM't?vci> with llie caiauiiii 

aiitl /tirir: xinrl. In their treaties, Ihc 

Swiss; m\<% m 

..'.. ..i^.j ., ....^. ..an with a fwirr, 

lease of m^AHion i>r ti-'hcllion* be nup- 

: sticconrs frtjii^ all the SwUs repuhUct. 

-iiSans IrktfmBi-* Ituve fornted partlciilur 

tSF alliaiicc w'llh AusU'iaf Fcancet and 

ni»tta^cs dF the (irisons are the Ttalian» 
rjind Roman sh. The latt^i' i» die var* 
the gmatest jmrt of ihc 
nierly to Imve been mo!^ 
vel y Sri J JO 1; t: i i ihim no w. 
It is divided into tvNo pnncJpal ilk!ect!^> the 
ftc »pok<-'n in the Circy Leagvttr, thtf uilitr m 
i|l uf (JO:V^^ House, TJieRf-* diidtcts Tary in 
n\. a f id o rt 1 1 ( . ' ut are su file i ciiit- 

1 1 : \xcn(2 VI I _ I n tut uJid cxpres* 

k t* that tlic Kheiian, or 

1, is derived tarn the Latin ; iind tliey 

liiisby argnmeiils dra^vii froni the hisio- 

the cotirjtry ; tVoivi the names of plaoes, 

ive evtdciiUy a Latin ojij^^rj ; and trom 

Irity to the Latin, and to other langimges 

Trom that njot. 

Before the iiitroduciion of the rtTfjrniatlon 

^mring the tjnsim^i the Romansh was esteemed 

fcucb a hrirbaroy^ jurinjn, aj^ to be thought inra- 

abte of heini^ rcthiccdto grnitimklical form. The 

LiCfUb^, wItDst! iiuerest it was to Iteep the people 
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THE FIVE NEW CAJ^TONS.. 

H** ^^••••••**«*«»*«**« Reformed)************** 150). 

Friburgh,—.*.***** Catholic, 1481. 

Soleure, .••••••••**•• Catholic, .•.*.••.•••#,.•• 1481. 

Shaffhausen, Reformed,****^*..,..., 1501. 

Appenzel, Mixed, 1513. 

The quota of troops to be furnished by each 
canton in the event of war, will appear from the 
following distribution, which was fixed in 1668. 
A proportionable contingent is levied, should an 
augmentation be reqmred. 

Zuric, 1400. 

Berne, 2000. . 

Lucerne, 1200. 

•. Uri, 400. 

Schweitz, 600. 

Underwalden, * * . * 400. 

Zug, 400. 

Glarus, 400. 

Basle, 400. 

Friburgh, * 800. 

Soleure, .*...** 600. 

Schaffhausen, *'..*. 400. 

Appenzel, * . • t . * • 600. 



V. s.. 



184 MOOKE'S VIEW OF SOCIETY 

Scyon after Dr. Moore arrived at Paris, he went 
to the Italian opera, when a marquis, whom he 
had known in London, entered the box. He flew 
to him with all the vivacity of a Frenchman, 
and with every mark of pleasure and regard ; 
abking a thousand questions in a breath about his 
friends in England, without waiting for an aii- 
sv/er. 

Perceiving the company disturbed by their con- 
versation, he proposed leaving tlie comedy, to 
which the marquis immediately assented, and or- 
dered his coachman to drive them to the Colessee 
as all the world would be there. 

When they arrived, they went up into the gal- 
leiy, that they might see the company below, 
and yet be free fix)m interruption. 

Our author soon remarked two ladies, a little 
extravagantly dressed ; but whose features betray- 
ed the approach of fifty, in spite of all their art 
to conceal their age. At sight of them the mar- 
quis started up, said they were his relations, and 
remarked, that old ladies, who had the ambition 
to appear young, if neglected, were the most vin- 
dictive animals on earth ; for which reason, as he 
wished to retain their good graces, he must speak 
to them. 

In a few minutes he returned agwn, saying, he 
had got well out of the scrape, by telling them he 
was engaged with an EngHsh gentleman, and 
that he had fixed a young officer with them, who 
dared as well leave his colours in battle, as for- 
sake them, till they chose to retire ; because his 
best hopes of promotion depended on their in- 
tluence at court* 
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A young man, very magnificently dressed, en- 
tered the room. His importance was announced 
by his airs, his bustle, and his decisive tone of 
vcMce. " It is M. le Due de......," said the mar- 
quis, " and it is indispensably necessary, that you 
should be presented to him ; there is no living at 
Paris without that advantage." 

A fine lady next appeared, who seemed to 
command the admiration of the whole assembly. 
She smiled at one, nodded to another, shrugged 
to a third, tapped a fourth with her fan, burst 
into a fit of laughter to a fifth, said whispered in 
the ear of a sixth. In short, she seemed persuad- 
ed that she was tbe only person present worthy 
of attention. 

Just as the marquis was proceeding with some 
sarcastic remarks on this beautiful woman, he 
suddenly recognised one of his friends ; and im* 
mediately starting up, hurried our author down 
stairs, and mtroduced him, by saying, he was an 
English philosoper who understood horse races 
better than Newton himself, and who had no. 
objection to the game of whist. 

With this gentleman they supped, in company 
with several ingenious men, with a mixture of 
very agreeable women, who freely joined in the 
conversation, even when it turned on subjects of. 
literature. Even those who knew nothing of the 
matter, rallied their own ignorance in such a 
sprightly manner, as must have convinced every ^ 
person, that knowledge is not necessary to render 
a woman exceedingly agreeable in society. 

The marquis was now a pretty constant com- 
panion of our author; and being universally 
liked, and intimately acquainted with some of 
R 2 




the most crnijit.iit llierary chamcii^rsi his- Gie 



I value- 



of (H'ople of mnk, nnd gfthc f' 

As tile scniimt^iits imt! convei'sation < 

kilcrs influence, to a cerUi'm dcj^'ctv tin 

anii Ihe cojidtict vt ihc fa»hioAiiI>ic worl- 

titmiricni ol" these ksii havt^ ui 

l\w f<irtiiif*i ami rentier tlioi 

t-i Miotc ill their canrat^c irom the ^ 

\v ity rontinirletl in rctii^etueiit, aiui i. 

<i I by umvcmity kc^ 

IM k-4^ 

V ; i xj r 1 irj tv*i t h 1 01 1 gli i- V c rv 

liis;hr'^i [iiibvlity to Uif lowe^ 

Ibrai^ a more rcmurkuhlc ami i 

lure in tlu* Fi-cncti cl^ar^cler, than ihi 

impeUioKliy, and ftcklent^ss, hi' vshkh -i.. - 

tilt* ii* well tis tl le moilfm, native* of thja cotr i ' 

liavc Ijctn noted. 

A siran^fcii tin versed in the IiAngiittgc^ ami 
c^m scaiTely open his mouth without a -^ '; 
Drsmiie ridit^ttlous blnndcr, is nevt'r Ian 
bill kindly ucquuintcd nUh the proper pura^ 
ttsmstcd in txpre&slng hin Tiieanlng- 

I'br fiiabt gluring deviation fi'oin f i ' < 
dr%ss4 ari object of their greutest alteiiii 
no! Tnake the I'jencb furf^et the h\\: 
brtcdincTt '1 'bey neither E^auc nor snetr 
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son whose clothes are made against every law of 
the mode ; but suffer him to pass, before, they 
turn round to indulge their curiosity. 

It is not to be denied, however, but the inso- 
lence of office is as visible among the French as 
other nations, particularly towards each other. 
In fact, examples of the abuse of power are every 
where to be met with ; yet there is no country 
in Europe where less licence, in this respect, is 
taken than here. 

In this place, our ingenious traveller makes 
various remarks on the innate loyalty and love of 
monarchy of the French nation. That this might 
be the prevailing character of the people only 
twenty years ago, we have no reason to doubt ; 
but the instability of the French has always been 
proverbial ; and the revolution in sentiment, 
which has lately taken place among them, is no 
leas remarkable than the revolution in govern- 
ment. With the turn of the tide, they may 
again assume their old character, or be moulded 
into something quite new : that their habits, 
their ideas can remain just as they are, is im- 
possible. Society cannot exist without the ties 
of religion, and the impulse of morals. 

Dr. Moore had now contracted a particular in- 
timacy with the marquis, who had, however, ab- 
sented himself for some days, as he said, he was 
obliged to pay his court to a lady, in order to 
gratify his relations ; and that he was just on the 
point of being married. 

Wliile our author was in daily expectation of 
hearipg this intelligence confirmed, the marquis 
called at his lodgings, and with a very gay air, 
exclaimed " Me voila au descspoir, mon cher 
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ami." The doctor observed, he was the merriest 
man he ever saw in despair. 

He then circumstantially informed him, that 
the match was broken off without any feult of 
his, and seemed happy that he had bfeen able to 
please his friends, and yet not engage himself. 

« My mother," continued the marquis, « who 
is the best creature in the world, told me this 
marriage would make her quite happy. All my 
uncles and aunts, and cousins, said iJie same. I 
was moreover informed that the lady, her father, 
and all her relations, wished this alliance with 
the most obliging earnestness. The girl was 
tolerably pretty ; and as it was likely they would 
persuade me to marry some time or other, why, 
thought I, should I not oblige them now, particu- 
larly as it was not in the smallest degree dis- 
pleasing to myself." 

The doctor approved of his. friend's reasoning, 
and only observed, that it was fortunate he hap- 
pened to be perfectly disengaged, and did not 
prefer another woman. 

" You are mistaken, my friend, rejoined the 
marquis ; I preferred many to the lady in ques- 
tion, and one in particular, whose name I will 
not mention ; but whom I love, whom I do love 
in earnest." 

*' Good heaven !'* cried the doctor, "how then 
could you think of marrying another ?" « That 
does not signify, said the marquis, I could not 
marry her. She had got the start of me, and 
had undergone the ceremony already, and, there- 
fore, had no objection to my obliging my mother 
and relations in this parUciilar, for she is good- 
ness itself. However, I am well pleased, upon 
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veiled Englishman is as different from a French- 
man or an Italian, as an English mastiff is from 
a monkey or a fox. 

After our author had been some time in Paris^ 
he fell in with one of his countrymen, whom he 
calls Mr. B* This gentleman, it seems, was 
fraught with the strongest prejudices against 
French manners in general; and considered all 
their politesse as impertinence, and their civili- 
ties as a preltide to tlie picking of his pocket. 

In company with this genUeman, Dr. Moore 
went one day to a review of the foot guards by 
Marshal Biron. There was a crowd, and it was 
mih difficulty they could get into the circle too 
see distinctly. An old officer, of high rank, 
touched some people who stood before them, 
saying, ** these two gentlemen are foreigners," 
on which they immefiately ^ave way. " Don't 
you think this very obliging," said Dr. Moore. 
" Yes," answered he, "but by heavens, it is very 
unjust." 

They returned by the ^Boulevards, where 
crowds of citizens, in their holiday dresses, were 
making merry j all in a careless oblivion of the 
past, and thoughtless of the future. " These 
people seem very happy," observed our author. 
" Happy I** exclaimed B. " if they had common 
sense or reflection, they would be miserable. 
Could not a minister pick out half a dozen of 
them, if he pleased, and clap them into theBi- 
cetre ?" " That is true, indeed, said Dr. Moore. 
Such a catastrophe may very probably happen, 
and yet I thought no more of it than they." 

Thus there are some people in the world, who 
hy carrying refiectioB too far, not only imbitter 
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chon, which made any impression on my heart. 
** If they had," said the marquis, " you would not 
have been singular in your way of thinking....but 
allons, continued he, addressing himself to me.... 
This girl is quite charming....her lover has the 
appearance of a brave fellow....they have but three 
legs, and we have four....if you have no objec- 
tion, they shall have the carnage, and we will fol- 
low on foot to the next village, to see what can be 
<lone for these lovers." I never agreed to a pro- 
posal with more pleasure in my life. 

The soldier began to make difficulties about 
entering the carriage. Let us mount, said the 
girl, since these gentlemen insist on doing us so 
much honour. 

^ A girl like you would do honour to the finest 
coach in France. Nothing would please me 
more than to have it in my power to make you 
happy," said the marquis. Leave that to me, said 
the soldier. I am as happy as a queen, said 
Fanchon. 

*' You see how happy the French people are," 
S2ud the marquis, as they were driving oif. But 
answered I, how long will it last with these poor 
creatures ? Ah 1 Said he, that reflection is like 
an Englishman's. I cannot tell how long their 
happiness will last ; neither do I know how long 
you or I may live ; but I fancy it would be great 
folly to be sorrowful through life, because we do 
not know how soon misfortunes may come, and 
because we are quite certain that death must 
come at last. 

When we overtook them at the inn, and had 
ordered them some refreshment, pray, said I to 
the soldier, how do you purpose to maintain 
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yourself and wife ? One, who has contrived to 
live five years on soldier's pay, replied he, can 
have little Ciifficulty for the rest of bis life- I 
can play tolerably well on the fiddle, and perhaps 
there is not a village in all France of the size, 
where there are so many marriages as that in 
which we are going to settle-^^I shall never 
want employment. 

" And I, said Fanchon, can weave hair nets 
and silk purses, and mend stockings* Besides, 
my uncle has two hundred livres of mine in his 
hands, and though he is very bnital and connect- 
ed with a person in power, we shall make him 
pay it every sous." " And ly" said the soldier> 
"have fifteen livres in my pocket: besides two 
louis d'ors, that I lent to a poor former, to enable 
him to discharge his taxes, and which he will 
repay me when he is able." 

" You see, Sir," said Fanchc^ to me, "that we 
arc not quite objects of compassion. May we not 
be happy, my good friend," turning to her lover, 
with a look of exquisite tenderaess, " if it be not 
our own fault ?" " If you are not, my sweet girl," 
said the soldier with emotion, "I shall have 
much to lament." 

I never felt a more charming sensation. The 
tear stood in the marquis's eye. " Faith," said 
he, "this is a crying comedy." Then turn- 
ing to Fanchon : " Come hither, my dear," said 
he, "till such time as you can get payment of the 
two hundred livres ; and my friend here, reco- 
vers his two louis, accept of this from me," put- 
ting a purse of gold into her hand. " I hope you 
will continue to love your husband, and to be loved 
by him. Let me Know, from time to time, how 
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you go on, and how I can serve you. This will 
inform you of my name and residence ; but if ever 
you do me the pleasure of calling at my house, 
in Paris, be sure to bring your husband along with 
you ; for I would not wish to esteem you less, or 
love^you^more than I do at this moment." 

** Heaven bless you both, my good friends," 
said the marquis : " may he never know what 
happiness is, who attempts to interrupt yours. It 
shall be my business to find out some employment 
for you, my fellow-soldier, more profitable than 
playing on the fiddle. In the mean time, stay here, 
till a coach comes, which shall bring you both, 
this night to Paris ; my servant shall provide 
lodgings for you, and the best surgeon for wooden 
legs that can be found. When you are properly 
equipped, let me see you, before you go home." 

Their English friend, Mr. B. supped with Dr. 
Moore the same evening. The adventure of Fan- 
chon and the soldier was particularly detailed by 
our author. B. took little notice, but said, the 
marquis was an honest fellow, and from his name, 
wished to trace him to an English extraction. 
Soon after Mr. B. met the soldier by chance, and 
slipt twenty guineas in his hand. The soldier, in 
asionishment, excldmed, " My God ! this is the 
marquis's doings again." " Yes," said B. " he 
sends you that by me j" and immediately humed 
down another street. 

The soldier wished, at a future interview, to 
thank the marquis for this fresh bounty. He 
could not unravel the mystery ; but when Dr. 
jMoor heard' the tale, he knew that his benevo- 
lent countiyman had thus generously contributed . 
to the soldier's comfort, without taking the trou- 
s 2 
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ble to reflect that he was ali*eady in the hands of a 
man who would take care of him. 

There are men m the world, and, no doubts 
useful and respectable men too, who examine the 
proa and cons before they decide, and who are di- 
rected, in all their actions by the generally re- 
ceived notions of duty. They weigh in the nicest 
scales, every claim that is made upon them ; and 
if just, they endeavour to pay them on demand, 
as they would a bill of exchange. Their passions 
and their affairs are always in excellent order : 
they walk through life undisturbed by the mis- 
fortunes of others. And when they come to the 
end of their journey, tliey are decently interred 
in a church-yurd. 

Another set of men never take time to calcu- 
late. They are p^enerally guided by the heart, 
which never studies aritlimetic. Their heads 
have scarcely a vote In their conduct. They per- 
form acts of benevolence, before they reflect that 
it is a duty, merely for the pleasure they afford ; 
and, perhaps, forget them, as they do their owna 
pleasures, v/hen they are past. 

That the first of these two classes of men may 
be most useful in society, is unquestionable ; they 
keep out of many scrapes and difficulties, ir*:o 
which v/arra feelings may hurry the other ; yet, 
while we respect the one, we cannot help loving 
the other. 

Considering the natural gaiety and volatility of 
the French nation. Dr. Moore, says he has often 
been surprised at their predilection for tragedy, 
especially since their tragedies are barren of inci- 
dent, and full of declamatory speeches. Yet the 
most sprightly of botli sexes Hock to these en- 
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tertahiments, in preference to all others, and li -,ten 
with unrelaxed gravity and attention. It might 
be supposed, that such a species of amusement 
would be more congenial to the saturnine disposi- 
tions of the English ; but an English audience 
loves bustle, show and incident, m their trage- 
dies, and have a mortal aversion to long dialogues 
and set speeches, however fine the sentiments 
may be, and however beautiful the language. 

In this respect, it would seem that the two na- 
tions had changed characters. Perhaps it would 
be difficult to account for it in a satisfactory man- 
ner. A Frenchman would cut tlie matter short, 
by saying, that the Paris audience has a more cor- 
rect taste than that of London ; that the one is 
capable of being amused and delighted with poe- 
try and sentiment, while the other could not be 
kept awake without bustle, guards, processions, 
tiTimpets, fighting, and bloodshed. 

The French tragedians, however, are apt to 
" overstep the modesty of nature." Nature, in- 
deed, is not the criterion by which their merit is 
to be tried. The audience measures them by a 
more sublime standard ; and, if they come not up 
to that, they cannot pass muster. 

Natural action, and natural elocution, they 
seem to think incompatible with dignity, and 
imagine that the hero must announce tl»e great- 
ness of his soul by supercilious looks, haughty 
gestures, and a hollow-sounding voice. The easy 
dialogue of Shakespeare appears to them Jow, 
vulgar, and inconsistent with the dignity of tra- 
gedy. 

Simplicity of manners, however, is so far from 
being inconsistent >vith magnanimity, that the 
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one, for the most part, accompanies the other. 
That it is not inconsistent with genius, and the 
highest qualities of mind, is a position which can- 
' not be denied. 

In comedy the French actors excel, and can al- 
ways produce a greater number, far above medi- 
ocrity, than are to be found on the English st^^e. 
The national character and manners of the French 
give them, perhaps, advantages in this line ; and, 
besides, they have now numerous resources to 
supply them with actors of every kind. In all 
the large towns of France, there are play-houses 
established. The same takes place in the fix)n- 
tier towns, and wherever there is a garrison of 
two or three regiments* 

In genteel comedy, particularly, the French 
actors seem to excel ours. They have, in gene- 
ral, more the appearance of people of fashion. 
Between the mannere and behaviour of the peo- 
ple of the first rank, and those of the middle and 
lower ranks, in France, there is less difference 
than in England. Players, therefore who wish 
to catch the modes of people of distinction, do 
not undertake so great a task in the one country, 
as the otlier. 

It is very seldom that an English servant could 
pass for a man of quality or fashion ; but there 
are many valets de place in Paris, so very polite, 
so completely masters of all the little etiquettes, 
fashionable phrases, and airs of the beaumonde, 
that if they were set off by the ornaments of dress 
and equipage^ they might appear to* advantage 
in many of the comts of Europe, and would only 
be detected in their own. 
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The superiority of the French in genteel co- 
medy is still more evident, with reg;ard to the ac- 
tresses, and for the same reasons. 

A good figure, a graceful manner, a melodious 
voice, a retentive memory, and an accurate judge- 
ment, are all required in a player. It seems, 
therefore, unreasonable, not to consider that pro- 
fession as creditable, in which we expect so many 
qualities united ; while many others are thought 
respectable, in which we didly see people arrive 
at eminence, with less than common sense. 

Yet, this prejudice against performers is still 
stronger in France than in England. In a com- 
pany, where the celebrated Le Kain was present, 
mention happened to be made of the king of 
France having just granted a pension to a certain 
superannuated actor. An officer, fixing his eyes 
on Le Kain, expressed his indignation at so much 
being bestowed on a rascally player, while he 
himself had got nothing. " Eh I Monsieur," re- 
turned the actor, " comptez vous pour rien la H- 
berte de me parler ainsi ?" 

Having gratified their curiosity in Paris, they 
made arrangements for their departure, and 
passing through Dijon, Chalons, and Ma^on, 
arrived on the fourth day at Lyons. 

Next to Paris, Lyons is the most magiiificent 
town in France. It is enlivened by industry, en- 
riched by commerce, beautified by wealth, and 
ennobled by its population. 

The manners and conversation of merchants 
aind manufacturers has been generally considered 
as peculiar to that class of men. But in France, 
there is little difference perceptible between the 
address of the people of Lyons and those of Ver« 
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sailles. A native, however, may possibly disco-^ 
ver discriminations where a foreigner cannot* 

After a short stay at Lyons, they proceeded to 
Geneva*. The sittiation of this city is as happy, 
in many respects, as the heart of man can de- 
sire, or his imagination conceive. 

Add to this, the great number of men of let- 
ters, who are either natives of the place, or have 
chosen it for their residence, the decent manners, 
the easy circumstances, the humane dispositions 
of the Genevois in general, render this city and 
its environs a desirable retreat for people of a 
philosophic turn of mind, who are contented 
with moderate and calm enjoyments, and who 
have no local attachments, nor domestic reasons, 
for preferring one place before anotlier. 

As education here is cheap and liberal, the ci- 
tizens of both sexes are remarkably well instruct- 
ed. It is scarcely, possible to find an equal num- 
ber of persons, with minds so well cultivated as 
the inhabitants of Geneva possess. 

It is not uncommon to find mechanics, in the 
intervals of their labour, amusing themselves 
with the works of Locke, Montesquieu, and New- 
ton. 

The democratical nature of their government 
inspires every citizen with an idea of his own im- 
portance. He perceives that no man in the re- 
public dares to insult, or even neglect, him witli 
impunity. The meanest citizen of Geneva is pos- 
sessed of certain rights, which render him an ob- 
ject deserving the attention of the greatest. This 

• As we have, in the former part of this volume, made the 
tour of Switzerland with Mr. Coxe, we do not mean to en- 
large on our author's account of this country. 
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makes him respect himself ; a sentiment which, 
within proper bounds, has a manifest tendency to 
render a man respectable to others. 

'* As far as I can judge," says our author, « a 
spirit of independence and freedom, tempered by 
sentiments of decency and a love of oi'der, influ- 
ence, in a most remarkable manner, the minds of 
the subjects of this happy republic." 

In no city of Europe are the minds of the peo- 
ple less under the influence of superstition or fa- 
natical enthusiasm, than at Geneva. Servetus, 
v/ere he now alive, would not run the smallest 
risk of persecution. Should the pope himself 
rhu9e this city for a retreat, it would be his own 
fault if he did not live in as much security as at 
the Vatican. 

The clergy of Geneva are commonly men of 
sense, learning and moderation, impressing on 
the minds of their hearers the tenets of Christi- 
anity, with all the graces of the pulpit eloquence, 
and illustrating the efiicacy of, their doctrine by 
the purity of their own lives. 

The public walks are crowded by all descrip- 
tions of people, in their best dresses. The differ- 
ent societies or circles assemble in the houses and 
gardens of individuals. They play at cards and 
bowls, and have music parties on the water. 

There is one peculiar, but excellent custom 

ihere. Parents form societies for their children 

jm a very early period of their lives. These socie- 

pies consist often, t\velve, or more children of 

Jie same sex, and nearly of the same age 

uid situation in life. They assemble once a 

keek, in the houses of their respective parents, 

ho entertain them with tea, coffee, biscuits and 
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frait; and then leave them to indidge in free 

%'irSrection is strictly keptup through Me, 
whTSver^erations may take place m the situa- 
rions or circumstances of the mdiYiduals. To 
^Tr litest hours, they continue to pass some 
!^.ninM every ye^, whenever it is possible, Mith 
the^S.a^oL\nd friends oftheiryouth. No- 
^^ c^be more delightful or mstructive, 4han 

'"theSef S^s of the citizens have country 

Z^J a*d 'some oTthem splendid, and in 
PZ Ti^U they are all the most charmmg 

%l^h: tSntwn must return fh«n Aeir 

s^J'thforSa;^^^^^^^ 

SrSyrAmo?gthe citgn^tjem^^^ 

SieX^-iStLmrseWedtobeh^^^ 
Subi'the^vho ^vas i'^ that pred^amenj in 
^pted him, and with a tone of voice wh^ s^ 
fA to bee for mercy, exclaimed. Good ooq 
bi>tLer,yf« would notpush your resentment >o 
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• ikr««..you would not actually hang them ! Yes 
most certainly I would, replied the patriot, with 
a determined countenance, and you, my dear 
brother, should be the first, to shew my imparti- 
ality. 

Whenever political animosity is carried to such 
a height, it destroys the charities of life, and is 
ttncerely to be lamented, though the purity of 
the motive may sometimes deserve praise. 

Dr. Moore was present at a great military en- 
tertsdnment, given by the king of the Arquebu- 
siers, upon his accession to that dignity. This en- 
vied rank is neither transmitted by hereditary 
right, nor obtained hy election, but gained by 
skill and real merit. 

During several months every year, a considera- 
ble number of the citizens are almost constantly 
employed in firing at a mark, placed at a proper 
distance ; and the most expert marksman, after 
a due number of trials, is declared king. 

The person who, by the unanimous voice of 
his judges, was declare* to excel every com- 
petitor, was attended to his o^vn house, from 
the field of contest, by the syndics, amidst the ac- 
clamations of the people. 

On the day of his feast, a camp was formed on 
a plain, without the gates of the city, where the 
whole forces of the repubUc divided into two dis- 
tinct armies, in order to perform a battle, in ho- 
nour of his majesty. 

Every thing being in readiness, the syndics, 
the council, strangers of distinction, the relative s 
and favourites of the king, assembled at his ma- 
|esty*s palace, a little snug house, in a narrow 
jane ; and from thence set out in grand pro- 
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cession to the field where the troops were 
clra>vn up. 

When the king was seated, liie ardour of the 
troops could no longer be restrained. They call- 
ed loudly to their officers to lead them to glory. 
The signal was given, and the attack commeftc- 
ed in tlie most spirited manner. They had, in- 
deed, nothing to fear; yet their evolutions shewed 
some knowledge of the military art, and both 
parties went through their parts with much ad- 
dress. 

When victory, with equipoised wings, hovered 
over both armies, a messenger arrived from the 
town-hall, with intelligence that dinner was rea- 
dy, on which they instantly threw down their 
arms, shook hands, and were friends. 

They left: Geneva on the tliird of August, and 
hreakfasted at Bonneville, a small town in the 
duchy of Savoy, situated at the foot of the Mole, 
which is computed at four thousand six hundred 
English feet above the surface of the lake of Ge- 
neva, and which last is one thousand two hun- 
dred feet above the level of the Mediterranean. 

From B6nneville they proceeded to Cluse, de- 
lighted \vith the variety of the landscapes. After 
a short stay here, they proceeded along the banks 
of the Arve, which, after being swollen by the 
torrents fixjm the neighbouring glaciers, falls in- 
to the Rhone. 

At Salenche they agreed with a muleteer to 
■carry them over the mountains of Martigny..... 
In these mountainous tracks, mules arc, by far, 
the safest mode of conveyance ; and it is aston- 
ishing with what precision they make their way, 
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where it is scaixely possible to tread without 
danger. 

Finding it impossible to direct his animal, and 
allowing tlie mule to be the best judge of the 
footing, our author laid the bridle on its neck, 
and allowed it to take its own way, without pre- 
suming to ccttitix)ul it in the least- 

"This is doubtless the best plan," adds Dr. 
Moore, with significant irony, "and what I re- 
commend to all my friends, in their journey 
through life, w^ien they have a mule for their 
companion." 

After resting some time at the village of 
Serve, they ascended a very steep and I'ough 
road, and at six in the evening reached the val- 
ley of Chamouni. This valley is bounded on all 
sides by very high mountains, between the inter- 
vals of which, on one side of the valley, lie the 
vast bodies of ice and snow, called the Glaciers. 

Pretty early, next morning, they began to as- 
cend Montanvert, from the top of which there is 
aa easy access to the glacier of that name, and 
to the valley of ice. After travelling four houi-s, 
they gained the summit. The day was remarka- 
bly fine, and the sunxjunding objects noble and 
•jnajestic. 

Mount Breven, though separated by a vale a 
mile broad, from the vast height, appeared so 
jicai', that judging from the eye, it seemed pos^ 
^ble to have thro"vvn a stone from the one to the 
other. 

Still Mont Blanc seemed as high here as when 
they were in the valley, though they had ascender 
ed three thousand feet perpendicular. 
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Descending a little on the other side of Men- 
tanvert, they found themselves in a plsdn of ice, 
I'esembling a stormy sea, suddenly arrested and 
fixed by a strong post. This stretches several 
leagues behind Montanvert, and presents some 
sublime and beauti^l scenes. 

Having satisfied their curiosity, and taken some 
refreshment, they began to descend, and reached 
their former lodgings at Prieure, in the valley 
of Chamouni, without any accident^ though not 
without fatigue. 

There are five or six different glaciers, wliich 
all terminate on one side of the valley of Cha- 
mouni, within the space of five leagues. They 
were contented, however, with visiting one of 
them, and with the distant view of the rest j and 
where nature lies in torpid horrbr, there is surely 
no inducement, but curiosity, to make travellers 
expose themselves to danger, in traversing 
such immense volumes of ice. 

The morning on which they departed from. 
Prieure, our author observed a girl of a singular 
appearance, silting before the door of one of the 
houses. When he spoke to her, she made no 
-answer; but an elderly man informed him that 
nhe was an idiot, and had been so from her births 
adding, that all over the valley of Chamouni, one 
in five was generally destitute of conmion under- 
standing. 

Dr. Moore also remarked the goitres, which 
have been mentioned by all travellers in the Al- 
pine regions. Observing to a person that he 
thought him* happy in being quite free from 
such an odious disease, the peasaat replied, that 
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those who were free from goitres were l6ade4 
with imposts ; whereas the people of the Vallais 
were exempted. And would you, rejoined our 
author, accept of goitres to get free from taxes ; 
"Tres volontiere, Monsieur; I'un vaut bien 
I'autre." 

On the morning of the 6th day they bid adieu 
to Prieure, and having ascended the mountains, 
which shut up the valley of Chamouni, at the end 
opposite to that by which they entered, tliey gra- 
dually sunk into a dreary valley of the most hor- 
rid aspect. 

At length they ascended Mount Noir, and: 
passed the barrier between the dominions of the 
king of Sardinia and the Pays de Vallais* A de- 
file commences here which runs for several 
miles, where a few peasants, arranged on the 
heights, might check the progress of a consider- 
able anny. 

Havmg traversed the country of tJie Vallais, 
they amved at Maitigny, v/hich stands near tlie 
bottom of the mountain, in good health and 
spirits. 

After a night's refreshment, they waited, witli 
sSome degree of impatience, for the cabriolets, 
which had been ordered to meet them- there..... ^ 
As soon as they arrived, they set out »by the em- 
bouchure, which leads to St. Maurice. This oper.» 
ing has the appearance of a vast and magnificent 
avenue, of some leagues in length, and rendere 
the Vallais accessible to the inhabitants of the 
canton of Berne. ' 

Having passed the bridge at St. Maurice, a lit- 
tle town Avhich guardis the enti^ance into the 
Lower Vallais, they proceeded to Bex, a village, 
T 2 
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delightful for ^ts situation, ano famous for its 
salt-works. They entered the larger saline by a 
passage cut out of the solid rock, of sufBcient 
height and breadth, to allow a man to walk with 
•case. 

After advancing about three quarters of a mile 
from the entrance, Dr# Moore was seized with a 
nausea, from the disagreeable smell of the placcy 
and hastened to return to the open sdr, leaving 
his companions to push their researches as far 
as they pleased* 

Next morning early they left Bex, passing 
through Aigle, a little town, the houses of which 
ai^ buih of white marble, which abounds in the 
vicinity* 

Not far from this place, they crossed the Rhone 
in boats, and had a delightful ride to St* Gingo, 
where they dined. Though it was Sunday, there 
was a fair that day, which was attended by an 
immense concourse of people from the Pays de 
Vallais, the canton of Berne, and the Duchy of 
Savoy* 

A little beyond St. Gingo, they entered Savoyi 
The road here is cut out of the lofty rocks which 
rise from the lakes of Geneva. In some places 
*it is extremely dangerous, and every where re- 
quires caution. 

The sight of Meillerie recalled the remem- 
brance of Rousseau's two lovers. Dr. Mooi*e says, 
he sought with his eyes, and imagined he disco- 
vered the identical spot, where St. Preux sat with 
his telescope to view the habitation of the belov- 
ed Julia. In imagination, he traced his routo, 
when he sprung from reck to rock, after one of 
her letters, which a-iiidden gust of wind had 
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snatched from his hands. He marked the point 
at which the two lovers embarked to return to 
Clarence, when St. Preux, in the distraction of 
unhappy love, was tempted to seize his mistress, 
then the wife of another, and precipitate himselfj 
along with her, into the middle of the lake 

Leaving the romantic rocks of Meillerie, they 
descended to the plain, and continued their jour- 
ney to Tonon, a town containing many churches 
and monastenes, and about six or seven thousand 
inhabitants, one fifth of winch appeared to be 
religious. 

Having visited the convent of Carthusians, at 
Ripsulle, where the duke of Savoy, after a fortu- 
nate reign, assumed the character of a hermit, 
and afterwards was elected pope, they arrived, thc- 
same afternoon, at Geneva; having, during their 
absence, finished a tour, in which the greatest, 
number of sublime and interesting objects are 
combined, that can possibly be found within the 
same extent, in any other part of the globe. 

As Voltaire then lived at Femey, it may na- 
turally be supposed, that our author could not be 
in the vicinity, without feeling a wish to visit that 
extraordinary man. That wish was frequently 
gratified. Dr. Moore and his friends had fre-' 
quent conversations with him ; and from his in- 
teresting description of the philosopher of Fer- 
ney, we extract the following particulars: 

" The first idea that has presented itself, to all 
who have attempted to give any idea of his person^ 
is that of a skeleton. In as far as this implies 
-excessive leanness, this may be just; but it must 
be remembered, that this mere composition of 
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skin and bone, has a look of the utmost spint 
and vivacity^ 

^ The most piercing eyes I ever beheld, are 
those of Voltaire, now in his eightieth year. His 
whole countenance, indeed, is expressive of ge- 
nius, observation, and extreme sensibility. 

" When the weather is favourable, he takes an 
airing in his coach with his niece, or some <rf his 
guests, of whom there is always a sufficient num- 
ber at Femey- Sometimes he saunters in his 
garden ; or, if the weather does not permit him 
to go abroad, he employ s the vacant hour in play- 
ing at chess with father Adam, or in recei\nng the 
visits of curious or learned travellers. 

" By far the greatest part of his time, however, 
is spent in study. Composition is lus principal 
amusement ; and no author, who writes for his 
daily bread, no young poet, ardent for distinction, 
is more assiduous widi his pen, or more anxious 
for fresh fame, than the wealthy smd illustrious 
seigneur of Femey. 

*' He lives in a hospitable manner. About 
twelve or fourteen people generally dine at his 
table, whether he appears or not. For, when 
deeply engaged in literaiy avocations, or under 
*he pressure of bad spirits, he does not dine 
with his company ; but merely makes his appear- 
ance, for a few minutes, eitJier before, or aftter 
dinner. 

*' His niece, Madame Denis, does the honours 
of the table, and entertains company, when her- 
uncle is not able, or is unwilling to appear. 

" The forenoon is tlie least proper time to visit 
Voltaire, because he cannot bear to have his 
hours of study interrupted. Those who are in- 
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vited to supper^ have an opportunity of seeing 
him in the most advantageous point of view. H^ 
then exerts himself to entertain the company, 
and seems as fond of saying good things as ever* 
The spiritof mirth gains upon him by indulgence. , 
"When surrounded by his fri ends, or animated by 
the presence of women, he seems to enjoy life 
with all the sensibility of youth. His genius then 
surmounts the restraints of age and infirmity, and 
flows along in a fine strain of pleasing, spirited 
observations, and delicate irony. 

** Considered as a master, Voltaire appears in' 
a very amiable light ; he is aifable, humane, and ge- 
nerous to his tenants and dependents. He delights 
in their prosperity ; and takes part in all their pri- 
vate and domestic concerns, with the affection of 
a parent. By his care and patronage alone, Fer- 
ney, from a wretched village, whose inhabitants 
were sunk in sloth and poverty, is become a 
flourishing and commodious little town. 

" That acrimony, which appears in some of 
Voltaire's works, seems to be excited only against 
rival wits and contemporary writers, who refuse 
liim that distinguished rank in the republic of 
letters, which tiie general voice allows him. 

^ Happy, if this extraordinary man had con- 
fined his genius to its native home, to the walks 
which the muses love ; and that he had never 
deviated from these into the thorny paths of con- 
troversy. For, while he attacked the tyrants and 
oppressors of mankind, and those who have per- 
verted the benevolent nature of Christianity, to 
the most selfish and malignant purposes, it is 
msctter of the sincerest regret, that he allowed the 
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shafts of ridicule to glance upon the Chrisdan re- 
ligion itself. 

** By persevering in this, he has not only 
shocked the pious, but even disgusted the hifidel; 
and the latter seems now to be as much tired of 
the stale sneer against the Christian doctrines, as 
of the dullest and most tedious sermon in their 
support. 

While Dr. Moore remained at Geneva, he was 
asked for his opinion, by a friend in England, res- 
pecting a scheme of Lord 's sending his 

sons to be educated there. His arguments are 
so just, in favour of a native education, and at a 
public school, in preference to a private one, 
that vv'e lament not having room to transcribe 
them all. 

" An English boy," says he, " sent to Geneva, 
at an early period of life, and remzuning there 
six or seven years, if his parents be ncrt along 
with him, will probably, in the eyes of the 
English, appear a kind of Frenchman all his life 
after. This is an inconvenience which ought to 
be avoided with the greatest attention ; as no 
English man of fashion, who has evinced, in his 
dress or style of living, a preference to French 
manners, can escape losing by it in the opinion 
of his countrymen. 

« With regard to the objections against the 
public schools of England, they are, in many 
respects, applicable to thos^ of every country ; 
but they do not appear to be sufficient to overba- 
lance the advantages which attend that mode of 
education, in our country at least. 

*' At a public school, though a general atten* 
tion is paid to the whole, in many particulars si 
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bo7 is necessitated to decide and act for himself. 
His reputation among his companions depends 
solely on his own conduct. He acquires a certain 
hardihood and nianliness of character, which ne- 
ver leave him. He imbibes principles of genero- 
sity, friendship, and honour; because he finds 
they command applause and esteem ; he learns to 
desjMse meanness of spirit, perfidy and ingratitude, 
because they are the objects of detestation, where- 
ever they are discovered. 

In all countries of Europe, England excepted, 
such deference is paid to boys of rank at the pub- 
lic schools, that emulation, the chief spur to di- 
ligence, is greatly blunted. But English boys 
disdain this mean partiality ; and English masters 
will punish a dunce of high rank with as little 
ceremony as the son of a taylor. The richest 
coward will be kicked about by his companions^ 
equally with the poorest poltroon ; for diligence, 
genius, and spirit, are the true sources of supe- 
riority and applause, both within and ^vithout the 
English public school. 

*' Upon the whole," says Dr. Moore, " I am 
clearly of opinion, that the earliest period of 
every Englishman's education, during which the 
mind receives the most lasting impressions, ought 
to be in England." 

The Duke of Hamilton, having a desire to 
visit some of the German courts, they bade 
adieu to their friends at Geneva, and proceeded 
to Lausanne, along the side of the lake, through 
\4neyards which produce the vin do la cote, so 
much esteemed. 

Lausanne enjoys. a delightful situation, and 
stands at the distance of thirty miles from Ge- 
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neva. As the nobility, from the country, and 
the families of several officers reside here, there 
h an air of more ease and gaiety in the societies 
at Lausanne, than in those of Geneva. 

The road between Lausanne and Vevay is very 
mountainovis ; but the mountams are covered 
with vines, to the very summit. » 

Vevay is a pretty little town, containing be- 
tween three and four thousand inhabitants. It is 
sweetly situated dn a plain, near tlie head of the 
lake of Geneva, where the Rhone enters. The 
principal church is detached from the town, and 
stands on the overhanging hill. From the ter- 
race, or church-yard, there is a beautiful view of 
the Alps, the Rhone, the lake, and the towns 
and villages that line its margin. 

Their next stage was Avanches, the ancient 
capital of Helvetia, from whence they proceeded 
to Murten, or Murat, a small town, situated on a 
rising ground, on the side of a lake of the same 
name. 

Here they dined, and amused themselves in 
the fair, which was then held in the town ; after 
which they continued their journey to Berne, a 
regular, well-built town, with an ear of some 
magnificence. The houses are of a fine white 
freestone, and pretty uniform. There are piazzas 
on each side, with a walk raised four feet above 
the level of the street, which are very commo- 
dious in wet weather. 

The public edifices, such as the hospital, the 
granary, the guard-house, the arsenal, and the 
churches, are splendid, and well adapted for 
their respective destinations. 
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Determining to pursue the direct road to Stras- 
bourg, they passed next through Soleure, an 
agreeable little town, situated on the Aar. The 
bouses are neat and cleanly ; and the common 
people seem to be in easier circumstances, and 
to have a greater air of content than is usual, 
ejjjen in Switzerland. 

The inn where they lodged, reminded them of 
an English one, from the comforts it afforded. 
The arsenal is well stored with arms ; and there 
are trophies, and other ornaments of the valour 
qf their ancestoi^s. In the middle of the hall are 
thirteen men, ii^*complete armour, representing 
the thirteen Swiss cantons. 

The country between Soleure and Basle, though 
very hilly, is extremely beautiful. It was the 
gay season of the vintage ; and thS' country was 
crowded with peasantry of both sexes, and every 
age, all employed in gathering and canying home 
the grapes. In all countries, this is a season of 
joy and festivity, and approaches nearest to the 
exaggerated description which ancient poets have 
given us of rural felicity. 

When they arrived at Basle, they took up their 
abode at the Three King's inn, where they dined 
and supped at an ordinary. Next to our author 
sat a genteel-looking man, from Strasbom^g, with 
whom he entered into conversation ; who had, 
for his companion, a round-faced, rosy, plump 
gentleman, from Amsterdam, that could only 
speak Dutch. Dr. Moore was lamenting that he 
could not talk with him in that language. This 
being interpreted by kis friend, the Dutchman 
heard it with great composure, and then pulling 
his pipe from his mouth, observed, that they 
V. s. u ' 
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ought to console themselves for the accident of 
not understanding each other ; for, as they had 
no connection in trade, their conversing could 
not possibly answer any useful purpose. 

This shews the sentiments of a Hollander to 
the life : he values nothing that is not conducive 
to his interest ; and tliinks speech of no other 
use than to promote his trade. 

Basle is the largest town in Switzerland, but 
, not so populous, for its size, as Geneva. The 
inhabitants seem to be of a reserved and satur- 
nine disposition, which they probably consider as 
a proof of wisdom. But how an unremitting 
gravity and solemnity of manner, in the common 
affairs of life, come to be considered as indica- 
tions of wisdom or of abilities, is perfectly in- 
comprehensible. 

So many ridiculous things occur eveiy day in 
this world, that men, who are endowed with that 
•sensibility of mind which usually accompanies 
genius, find it very difficult to maintain a conti- 
nued gravity. In law, physic, and divinity, the 
individuals, who have been most successful in 
keeping up this farce, and who never deviate 
from established forms, have not always been 
distinguished for real knowledge or genius ; 
though they have been generally most admired 
by the multitude, who are apt to mistake gravity 
for wisdom, which actually proceeds from a li- 
terar weight of brain, and muddiness of under- 
standing. Mistakes of the same kind, however, 
are frequently made in forming a judgment of 
books as well as men. 

Nothing can be a finer contrast with the moun- 
tains of Switzerland, than the plains of Alsace. 



>> 
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From Basle to Strasbourg is a continuous well- 
cultivated plain, almost as flat as a bowling- 
green. 

They passed some days very agreeably in 
Strasbourg. Indeed, it is almost impossible to 
be at a loss for good company and amusement, 
m a place where tliere is a numerous French gar- 
rison. 

After dining one day with Marshal Contades, 
tlie commander of the garrison and governor of 
the province, he invited his company to his box 
at the play-house. Voltaire's Enfant Prodigue 
was acted : the after-piece was the Frenchman 
in London, in which our nation is a little bai> 
tered. 

An old French officer, in the next box, seem- 
ed uneasy, and hurt at the peals of laughter which 
lAirst from the audience at some particular pas- 
sages. He touched Dr. Moore's shoulder, and. 
assured him, that no nation was more re spec ed 
in France than the English ; adding " Hanc ve- 
niam damns,, petuis usque vicissim." 

Besides the French, there are two German re 
giments in this garrison. These last admit of 
the (Hscipline of the cane upon every slight occa- 
sion, which is never permitted among the French 
troops. Notwithstanding these severe flappers, 
to rouse their attention, the German regiments 
do not go through their exercise with riiore pre- 
cision or alertness than the French. 

Severity would break the spirit of the French, 
and impsur that fire and impetuosity in attack, for 
which they have been distinguished, and which 
makes the troops of that nation more formidable 
than any other quality they possess. 
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The French officers, in general, speak to the 
common soldiers witli an easy, familiar air, and 
an appeamnce of good will. This, it appears, 
does not diminish the respect and obedience 
-which they owe to their officers, nor is it dero- 
gatory to that degree of subordination which mi- 
litary discipline exacts. 

The cathedral of Strasbourg is a very fine 
building, and never fails to attract the notice of 
strangers. That religious melancholy, which 
usually possesses the mind» in large Gothic 
churches, is here considerably counteracted by 
certain satirical has reliefs, with which the pil- 
lars and cornices were originally ornamented. 
The vices of monks are here exposed under the 
allegorical figures of hogs, asses, monkeys, and 
foxes, which, bemg dressed in monkish habits, 
perform the most venerable functions of reli- 
gion. And for the edification of those who do 
not comprehend ajlegoiy, a monk, in the robes 
of his order, is carved on the pulpit, in a most 
indecent posture, with a nun for his companion. 

The gi'eat clock and its various movements, 
thougli an object of admiration, when first con- 
structed, IS beheld with indifierence by modem 
artists. 

Dr- Moore had the curiosity to ascend the 
steeple, which is reckoned the highest in Europe, 
it being five hundred and seventy -four feet. The 
view from it is grand beyond expression. 

Among the curiosities of the cathedral, should 
be mentioned two large bells. .One is of brass, 
a^d weighs ten tons ; the other of silver, which 
they say weighs above ,3bwo. They also shew a 
large horn, of which they giv^ the following his* 
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tory: About four hundred years ago, the Jews 
formed a conspiracy to betray the city, and with 
this identical horn, they intended to give the 
enemy notice when to begin the attack. The 
■plot, however, was discovered ; many of the Jews 
were burnt alive, and the rest #ere plundered o^ 
their money and effects, and banished the town- 

This horn is sounded twice every night, from 
the battlements of the steeple, in gratitude for 
such a deliverence; though the Jews deny every 
circumstance of the story, except the murder and 
pillaging of their countrymen. 

Crossing the Rhine, they came to Rastade, the 
capital of the margrave of Baden Durlach's do- 
minions. It is small, and not very populous.... 
The margrave's palace, however, is sufficiently 
large. After a short stay, here, they proceeded 
to Karlscruch, where there is another magnificent 
palace belonging to that prince, builf in a good 
taste. The town is * constructed on a regul^* 
plan. It consists of one principal street, of above 
an English mile in length. All the subordinate 
streets go off at different angles from the princi- 
pal one, in such a manner, that, which ever way 
you walk, as you enter them, the view is termi- 
nated by the front of the palace. 

The hmises of the town are as uniform as the 

streets, being all of an equal size and height 

There are, indeed, a few new houses more ele- 
gant than the otliers, built at one side of the par- 
lace ; but they are not, properly speaking, belong- 
ing to the .town, and, therefore, do not detract' 
fropi its symmetry. 

Being announced in the usual form to the 
margrave, who was then resident here, an officer. 
v,2 ^ 
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waited on the Duke of Hamilton, and conducted 
them to the palace. 

There were at dinner, the reigning prince 
and princess, three of their sons, and severs^ 
others, to the number of thirty persons* The 
entertainment was splendid, and the. margrave 
behaved with the utmost politeness and afiabili^. 

The same company met to supper, after the 
strangers had taken a view of the palace and 
gardens. A band of music played during the re^ 
past, and the day went off most agreeably. 

The Margrave of Baden Durlach is between 
forty and fifty years of age. He is a m^n of 
learning, sense, and benevolence. His humanity 
and attention to his subjects entitle him to the 
highest f anegyric. He speaks the English lan- 
guage with facility, and is well acquainted with 
our best authors. 

The German princes are very attentive to 
form. The same establishment for their house- 
hold, the same officers in the palace, arc to be 
found here, as in the court of the most powerful 
monarch in Europe. The difference lies in their 
salaries, rather than in the talents requisite for 
the places. 

The margrave keeps on foot no other troops 
tlian are necessary for the duty of tjj^ palace^ 
having too much understanding not to perceive, 
that the greatest army he could maintain would 
be no defence to his dominions, and would ex- 
haust his cofTers. At the same time, his/piincl- 
ples and disposition keep him from hmng his 
subjects to foreign-powers. 

Happy would it be for mankind if the almost 
unlimited authority, v/hich thje German princes 
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pQSsesSy Ttxre always placed in such eqiutable 
hands as those of the Margrave of Baden, who 
en^Ioys it entirely for t^e good of his sii^jects; 
lOid, in return, meets with a respect from them 
bordering on adoration. But far more fortunate 
are they, who are bom under a government which 
can protect them, independent of the virtues, and 
in spite of the vice^ of their s6vereign. 

Leaving Karlscruch, they had the margrave'^ 
pennission to travel by a new road, through a 
noble forest, several leagues in length. After 
ha^ng traversed this, they feU in with the com- 
mon posting road, entered the bishop of Spires' 
territories, passed by the town of that name, and, 
the same evening arrived at Manheim, the ca^- 
tal of the electorate of the palatine. 

This is generally reckoned one of the most 
beautiful cities in Germany. The streets are 
perfectly straight, and intersect each other at 
light angles : they calculate the number of the 
inhabitants at twenty-four thousand, including the 
garrison of five thousand men. 

Manheim has three noble gate?, adorned with 
basso relievos, very beautifully executed. The 
fortifications are well constructed and in good 
order, and the town derives additional strength 
from being almost entirely surrounded by the 
Neckar and the Rhme. 

The electoral palace is a most magnificent 
structure. The cabinet of natural curiosities, 
and the collection of pictures, are much extolled* 
To examine them is amusing en6t}gh ; but to 
describe them would be tediou*. 
* The elector is a man of taste and magnificence, 
qualities which,* probably, afford more pleasure 



234 MOORE'S VIEW OF SOCIETY 

to himself, and the strangers that pass this way, 
than to his subjects. 

They were presented to tlie elector and elec- 
tress. The former was dressed in the uniform of 
his guards, and appeared to be about ^fifty years 
of age. 

The hereditary prince is a young man of 
knowledge and good sense.. -He asked many 
questions respecting England; and seemed well 
acquainted with the state of parties and the cur- 
rent politics. 

One day, that they had the honour to dine 
with the elector and his family, a buffoon came 
into the room. He walked round, and conversed 
femiliarly with every body present; and his ob- 
sen^ations were followed by loud bursts of ap- 
plause from all whom he addressed. 

As he spoke in Germ^, our autlidr could 
not judge of his wit; but an old officer, who sat 
by him^ was polite enough to explain, in Fr^ich, 
some of his most brilliant repartees. Whether 
the spirit of the jest was allowed to evaporate in 
the translation, Dr. Moore cannot tell; but he 
could not smell a particle when the process was 
over. 

This is perhaps the only example remaining of 
a court fooli or a licensed jester, ao^fficer for- 
merly in all. the courts of Europe. Are kings 
become wiser, or are pretended fools more 
scaix:e ? 

They made an excursion to Heidelberg, situ- 
ated about four leagues from Manheim, in a hol- 
low, on the banks of the Neckar. More cheer- 
ful scenes of exuberant fertility cannot be seen, 
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than along the fine chain of hills which begin * 
near this town. 

The electoral palace is seated on an eminence, 
which commands the town, and a view of the 
valley below ; but the castl& itself is unfortunately 
commanded by another eminence too near it, 
from which this noble building^ was cannonaded, 
when the whole palatinate was pillaged and burnt 
by Turenne. 

While they were in the castle, they did not , 
fail to visit the famous Heidelberg tun ; but being 
then quite empty, it made but a dull and uninter- . 
esting appearance. 

The inhabitants of the palatinate are partly 
Protestants, partly Catholics, who live in great 
harmony with each other; and the great church 
at Heidelberg is divided between them. 

After spending a day here, they returned to 
Manheim, from whence they soon after set out 
for Mentz. 

It is very easy travelling through this part of 
Germany, the roads bemg perfectly good, and the 
country a continued plain. 

By the great number of monks and friars, of 
all colours and conditions, that were to be met 
with near Mentz, they were apprized of their en- 
trance into an ecclesiastical state ; while the plump 
persons, and rosy complexions of these holy men, 
proved that they enjoyed the good things of this 
world in abundance. 

However good Christians they may be, many 
of them had the appearance of paying their occa- 
sional devotions to the God of wine. One of 
them, in particular, appeared to have just risen 
from his devotions, and moved along in the most 
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unconcerned manner imaginable, muttering to 
himscif as he went. 

"Dots he repeat his Pater Noster?'* said I. 
I rather imaj^ine he prays from Horace, replied 
tlie Duke of Humilton, 

Quo me Bacche rapis tui 
Plenum ? 

On both sides of the Rhine, the ground begins 
here, to become hilly and irregular, forming 
banks finely exposed to the sun. Here the best 
Rhenish wine is produced, and every spot of 
ground is valuable, and cultivated to a high de- 
gree. 

Mentz is delightfully situated, but irregularly 
buijt. .The cathedr;il i» a glo^^fffy pile. In this 
there is a treasury, containing a number of clum- 
sy jevv'cls, some relics, and a rich wardrobe of 
priests' vestments. 

There are some troops in this capital; but the 
officers, if we may judge from their looks, are 
conscious that they are degraded by having the 
clergy for their masters. 

• The streets swarm with ecclesiastics, some of 
them in fine coaches, and attended by a number 
of servants. Our author remarked many genteel 
airy abbes, who were the most fashionable people, 
and gave the tone to the place. 

Though it is most evident, that the clergy have 
taken very good care of their own interests ; yet 
it must be acknowledged, that the people also 
seem to be in an easy situation. Even the pea- 
santry appear more comfortable than those of 
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France, or even those in the ElecCbr Palatine's 
dominions. 

The Duke of Hamilton not having any ambi- 
tion to be introduced at an ecclesiasticaj court, 
they staid here but a short time. 

From Mentz they travelled to Frankfort on the 
Maine. The streets of this city are spacious and 
well paved ; the houses are stately, clean and 
convenient ; the shops are well furnished ; the 
dress, air, numbers, and manners of the inhabit- 
ants, sufficiently shew that there is no little des- 
pot within their walls to impoverish them in sup- 
port of his grandeur, or put their persons under 
restraint by his caprice. 

The houses are of brick, but are covered with 
a reddish stucco, which gives them a better ap- 
pearance than naked bricks generally have. The 
fronts of some of the more capital buildings are 
adorned with has reliefs of white stucco, in imi- 
tation of marble. These white ornaments, on a 
red ground, form too strong a contrast, and de- 
stroys the simplicity of the design. 

All religions are tolerated here, under certain 
restrictions ; but Lutheranism is the established 
faith. The principal church, however, is in pos- 
session of the Catholics, though no public proces- 
sibns of the host are permitted in the streets. All 
the ceremonies of their religion are confined to 
the houses of individuals, or performed within 
the walls of the church. 

The Jews have a synagogue here, where they 
perform their religious rites ; but the Calvinists 
have never been allowed any public house of 
worship within the territory of Frankfort. 
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When a person in any tolerable circumstances, 
dies, a band of these sweet singers assembles in 
the streets before the house ; and chants an hour 
every day to. the corpse, till it is interred. They 
likewise follow the funerals, which are conduct- 
ed with great solemnity. 

There are some villages near Frankfort, con- 
sisting entirely of French refugees, who left their 
country at the revocation of Sie edict of Nantz. 
Their descendants speak French in their common 
conversation, and retsdn many of their original 
customs to this hour. 

The number of Jews, in Frankfort,Js prodigi- 
ous, considering the restraints to which they are 
subjected, in being obliged to live all together in • 
a single street, built up at one end, with a large 
gate at the other, which is regularly shut at a 
certain hour of the night. After this no Jew 
dares to^ appear in the streets ; but the whole 
herd remain cooped up till morning. As this 
street is narrow, and the inhabitants not remarka- 
ble for their cleanliness, it may easily be suppos- 
ed, that the Jews' quarter is not the most inviting 
part of the town. 

They have several times made considerable of- 
fers to be permitted to biiild, or purchase, another 
street for their accommodation ; but all such pro- 
posals have been Jiitherto rejected. Why, no one 
can tell. 

The Jews, however, employ the day to good 
advantage, and their profits must be very consi- 
derable, or they never would submit to tiieir de- 
^ading situation in Frankfort. 

Dr. Moore made a long stay in this place, and 
formed an acqusdntance with some very worthy 
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people. Society is divided into noblesse and 
bourgeois. The firet consists of some noble fami- 
lies, from different parts of Gennany, who have 
•fixed tlieir residence here, and a few original ci- 
tizens of Frankfort, who have now obtained pa- 
tents of nobility. The citizens, who connect them- 
selves with strangers, are persons who have made 
their fortunes by commerce, wliich some of them 
still follow on a large scale. 

There is a public assembly for the nobility once 
a week, at which they drink tea, or play at cards 
from six to ten o'clock. On the other nights\he 
same company meet alternately at each other's 
houses, where, they spend the evening in the same 
manner. 

None of the bourgeois are invited to these par- 
ties, but they have similar assemblies among 
^themselves, and they entertain the strangers, with 
whom they are acquainted, in a very hospitable 
, manner at their houses. * 

The distinction of ranks is observed in Germa- 
ny with the most scrupulous precision ; and even 
at places of public resort, the higher classes have 
the front seats reserved for them, while tlie citi- 
zens are content to set behind. 

Dr. Moore and his friends attetided jthe theatre, 
where a troop of German comedians performed 
a translation of George Barnwell, with considera- 
ble alterations, which render the catastrophe less ' 
horrid, as the piece winds up with a marriage, 
instead of an execution. 

Most of the plays represented on the German 
stage, are translated from the English or French ; 
for Germany, so fertile in writers in divinity, ju- 
risprudence, medicine and chemistry, till of late, 
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has had few poets. The German muse, however 
seem$ to be roused- from her long sleep ; and she 
has come abroad with an energy, which has asto- 
nished and delighted all Europe. 

Among the winter amusements of this place, 
ti'aineau parties, as they are called, may be men- 
tioned. These can only take place during a hard 
frost, or when a considerable quantity of snow lie* 
on the ground. 

A traineau is a machine in the shape of a horse, 
lion, swan, or some fanciful representation, with- 
out wheels, but made below like a sledge, for the 
purpose of sliding over the snow. Some of them 
are highly ornamented. A pole stands up from 
one side, to which a flag is fastened. A lady, 
wrapt in furs, sits, before, and a gentleman stands 
behind, on a board made for that purpose. - 

Two horses draw the vehicle, either conducted 
by a postillion, or driven by the gentleman. The 
horses are gaudily ornamented, and have bells * 
hanging from their trappings. 

Sometinies a party consists of thirty traineaux, 
ea,ch attended by two or three servants on horse- 
back, with flambeaux ; for this amusement is usu- 
. ally taken when it is dark. The horses go at a 
brisk trot, round the principal streets or squares ; 
the motion of the carriage is easy, and the whole 
makes a gay and lively spectacle. 

Having pretty well satisfied their curiosity in 
Frankfort, they set out in a traineau for Hanau. 
This is the residence of the hereditary prince of 
Hesse Cassel. As they entered the town, they 
met the princess with some ladies of her court, 
talking the air in a traineau. 
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After a short stay at Hanau, they again re- 
rc turned to Frankfort, to which the Duke of Ha- 
iniltcn seems to have shewn a great predilection, 
and where he and our author were received in 
the most friendly way by all classes of people. 

They made various short excursions round the 
environs ; and after visiting the court of D$u*m- 
stadt, they again returned to Frankfort. 

The reigning prince not being there, they paid 
their first visit to the princess Maximilian, his 
aunt. She invited them to supper and cards the 
same evening, when they found a party of about 
ten persons at table. The princess was gay, affa- 
ble, and talkative, and on the whole they thought 
her one of the most agreeable old women they 
had ever met with. 

Next morning they attended the parade, an 
object of the greatest attention at this place. The 
prince has a most enthusiastic passion for the mi- 
litary art. Drilling and exercising his soldiers 
are his chief amusements. That he may enjoy 
this in all kinds of weather, he has built a room 
sufficiently capacious to alloAv one thousand five 
hundred full scope to perform their exercise in it, 
all at once. 

On the morning they were present, there was 
only the ordhiary guard, consisting of three hun- 
dred men, who having performed their exercises, 
and marched for an hour up and down this spa- 
cious gynanasium, were ^smissed to tlier respec^ 
tive posts. 

The Darmstadt soldiers are tall,^ and cleanly 
'Tressed. They go through their manoeuvres 

h great adi-oitne&s. 
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There is no regular fortification round this 
town, but a very high stone wall, merely intend- 
ed to prevent desertion, to which the garrison, it 
seems, are extremely inclined, having little relish 
for the warlike amusements which constitute the 
supreme joy of their sovereign. 

Sentinels are placed at proper distances all 
round- the wall, who are obliged to be exceed- 
ingly alert. Every part of garrison duty is per- 
formed with equal exactness, and all neglects are 
as severely punished as if in actual service. 
Hence the duty becomes very hard, and perhaps 
feels more unpleasant, because it is without a 
suflRcient object to justify it. . 

There is a small body of cavalry, dressed in . 
buff coats, and magnificently accoutred. These 
are the horse-guards of the prince. As a body 
of men> they are remarkably fine, none of them 
being imder six feet three inches in height, and 
several are considerably above that gigantic sta- 
ture. . 

The whole army at present does not exceed . 
five thousand men ; and as the prince's finances 
are in very great disorder, numbers blame him 
for keepdng up such a military establishment, 
which, though burdensome to the country,- is in- 
adequate to its defence, and much too large for 
mere amusement. - 

Same day, our travellers dined with the prin- 
cess Maximilian, and in the afternoon were pre- 
sented to the family of the brother of the reign- 
ing prince. 

The ensuing morning they were invited to 
breakfast by the Baron Riedesal, at a pleasant 
country house near the town. The Duke of 
x2 
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Hamilton went with him in a carriage of a vetf 
parUcular construction. The baron sat on a low 
seat next the horses, and drove the duke, on a 
more elevated seat behind him. Behind all is a 
wooden seat in the shape of a little horse, on 
which two servants were mounted. 

The usual post-chaises in this country, are 
large enough to hold six persons ; and people, 
even of tlie first rank, take their servants into 
the carriage with them. In point of economy, 
they are well imagined, and in time of frost not 
inconvenient. 

Dr. Moore went in Count CuUemberg's coaclv 
They passed the morning very agreeably ; and 
returned to dine with the prince's brother. He 
has a fine person, and all the ease and opemiess 
of the military character. 

« His second son, who had been absent some 
weeks, returned while they were at table. It was 
pleasing to observe the satisfaction which this in- 
cident diffused over tlie faces of father, mother, 
and the whole family. 

" Do not suspect," says our author, " that I 
am prejudiced in favour of this family, because 
it belongs to a prince. An appearance of do- 
mestic happiness is always agreeable, whether il 
be found in a palace or a cottage ; and the same 
symptoms of good humour, though they would 
not have surprised me so much, would have 
equally delighted me in tlie femily of a peasant." 
Soon after their return to Frankfort, the wea- 
ther became so very unfavourable, that they could 
scarcely stir from home. The time was, there- 
fore, spent in conversation, and in making addi- 
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tional remarks on tlie manners and customs of 
the place. 

Among, the remarkable things in Frankfort, 
says our author, may be reckoned the inns. 
Two in particular, the Emperor and the Hed 
House, are superior to most on the continent, 
and may vie with the most magnificent inns in 
England. 

, At these, as at all other houses of public ac- 
commodation, both in Germany and Switzerland, 
there is an ordinary, at which strangers may dine 
and sup. This is called the Table d'Hote, from 
the circumstance of the landlord's sitting at the 
bottom of the table, and carving tlie victuals^ 
The same name is still retained in France, 
though the cause of it is obsolete. 

There are no private lodgings to be had here, 
as in London ; nor any hotels gamis, as in Paris. 
Strangers, therefore, occupy apartments at the 
inn, during the whole time of their residence in 
ai)y of the towns. And travellers, of every de- 
nomination, under the rank of sovereign princes, 
make no scruple of eating occasionally at the ta- 
ble d'hote of the inn where they lodge* 

Many of our countrymen, however, who de- 
^.pise economy, and hate the society of foreign- 
. ers, prefer eating in their own apartment^ or at 
any private table, to which they may be invited. 

This is certainly a glaring absurdity in their 
conduct ; for if they wish to avoid the company 
of strangers, and have no ambition to improve 
from their manners or conversation, they might 
indulge their fancy as completely at home as 
abroad, and save tliemselves the expence and in- 
conveniency of travelling. ^ 
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In Germany) even the ladies of condition, 
when on a journey, do not decline appearing at 
a table d'hote ; and our author says, he has met 
at them some of the handsomest women ^e ever 
saw in the country, though female beauty appears 
indigenous here. 

The French ladies have most expression ; but 
the German have incomparably the best skin, and 
the finest bloom. They have a greater resem- 
blance to the English than the French women, 
yet they differ considerably from both. The 
French are all volatility, and fond of social con- 
verse ; the manner of an English woman is not 
nuite devoid of restraint ; and she sometimes 
seems rather to repel than invite the freedom of 
address. A German beauty, however, without 
the smart air of the one, or the reserve of the 
other, has generally a more placid look than 
either. 

Several individuals, at Frankfort, are fond of 
distinguishing themselves by their passion for the 
$ne arts, and there are certain private collections 
v^orth visiting. 

It is still more the fashion here to form cabi- 
nets of natural curiosities. Besides the reposi- 
tories of tliis kind which are in the possession of 
princes, many individuals, all over Germany, 
have museums in their houses ; and stranger^ 
cannot pay their court better, than by wishing to 
see them. 

This piece of politeness might be easily paid, 
did not the proprietor attend, and give the his- 
tory of every piece of ore, petrifaction, and 
monster, that is in the collection, with te- 
dious minuteness. To those who are really 
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fond of such objects, this cannot fail to be g^rati- 
fying ; but most would be satisfied with a cursory 
survey, and be ready to dispense ^nth a set ex- 
planatory lecture. * 

Alter a considerable stay at Frankfort, they 
took leave of their kind friiends, and bade it a 
final adieu. 

The first night of their journey, they slept at 
Marburg, and the second arrived at Cassel. 

As the ground was covered with snow, and the 
roads bad, they were obliged to have six horses to 
each chouse, which, after all, in some places' 
moved no faster than hearses. 

The contrast of character, between the French- 
and Germans, is strongly illustrated by the beha- 
viour of their postillions. 

A French postillion is generally either laugh- 
ing or fretting, or singing, or swearing. If any 
impediment in the road obliges him to slacken- 
his usual pace, he will crack his whip above 
his head for a quarter of an hour together, 
without rhyme or reason ; for he knows his horses 
cannot get on faster, nor does he intend they 
should. Quiet, however, is unnatural to a 
Frenchman ; and he must be doing something to 
exercise his faculties. 

A German postillion, on the contrary, will 
drive four horses with all possible tranquility. 
He only smokes his pipe, except when he comes 
near a narrow defilej when he sounds his trum- 
pet, to prevent any carriage from entering at the 
other end till he has got through. 

If he is asked to go faster, he turns about, and 
taking his pipe from his mouth, says, yaw, Myth- 
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heer, yaw, yaw j and then proceeds exactly in 
the same pace as before. 

He is neither affected by the goodness or bad- 
ness of the roads or weather, and he seems to be 
totally regardless of the people whom he drives, 
and indifferent about their reproach or applause. 
His only object is, and of this he never loses 
sight, to conduct the chaise and its contents from 
one post to another, in the manner most favour- 
able for himself and his horses. 

At the court of Cassel our travellers met with 
such a flattering reception, that they made a 
longer stay than was originally intended. 

When they were to dine at the palace, they 
generally went half an hour before the time, and 
mixed with the officers who had been invited, 
who were all assembled in a large room. 

There were about tihirty covers every day in 
the dining parlour, and the same number in an 
adjoining room. The doors being left open be- 
tween these apartments, the whole, in a manner, 
forms but one company. Strangers, and such 
officers as are not under the rank of colonel, dine 
at their highnesses' table. ♦ 

The repast continues two hours, during which 
the conversation is carried on with some appear- 
ance of constraint, and rather in a low voice...... 

After-dinner, the company returns to the room- 
where they first assembled, and where they re- 
main till the landgrave retires. Soon after the 
prince is gone, they separate, and assemble 
again at seven in the evening. 

Theiandgravc constantly plays at cavaniolle, 
a kind of lottery, that requires about a dozen to - 
make a party ; but neither address nor attention 
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is requisite to manage it; nor need it materiaUy 
uiten-upt conversation. 

The landgravine plays at quadrille, and chuses 
her own party every night. Other card tables 
are set in the adjoining rooms, where gaming 
continues about a couple of hours. 

Supper is then served, and at thia repast there 
is more ease and gaiety than at dinner, because 
there is less formality* 

There are certain gala days, which are distin- 
guished only by the company's being more nu- 
merous and better drest, two circumstances which 
seldom much add to the pleasure of an entertain- 
ment. 

During the carnival, there are two or three 
masquerades. On these occasions the court as- 
semble about six in the evening; the men being 
all in dominos, and the ladies in their usual dress, 
or with such additional ornaments as suit their 
fancy. 

They amuse themselves with cards and con- 
versation till the hour of supper. During this 
interval, tickets are drawn separately by the la- 
dies and gentlemen, and the numbers being call- 
ed over, 9ie gentleman who has the same with 
a lady, takes her under his protecticMi at supper, 
and is her partner for the remainder of the 
evening. 

After supper all the company put on their 
masks, when her highness enters the masquerade - 
room, and minuets soon after begin. The land- 
gravine usually dances nine or ten minuets suc- 
cessively, with as many different gentlemen....^ 
She then takes her seat till the rest of the com- 
•ny have performed their minuets, after which 

A 
J 
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eotillions and countiy-danccs begki) and continue 
till four or five in the morning. 

Besides the company who sup at court, the 
rooms are generally crowded with masks from 
the town, some of whom are in fancy dresses, and 
keep themselves concealed from knowledge. 

The country dances are composed of all per- 
sons promiscuously, who incline to join in them. 
Even ladies of easy virtue have been known to 
dance every masquer^e night in the same coun- 
try dance with the landgravine*; for the mask an- 
nihilates ceremony, puts every body on a footings 
and by concealing the face, serves only more clear- 
ly to discover the real character and inclination 
of the wearer. 

Next to the electors, the landgrave of Hesse 
Cassel is one of the greatest princes in Germany. 
His country is in general hilly and sylvan; but 
interspersed with fertile vallies and corn-fields. 

The reigning prince made a public profession 
of the Roman Catholic religion, in the life-time 
of the late landgrave, his father. This gave great 
uneasiness to the old prince, and alarmed his 
subjects, who are all Protestants. " 
- The states of the landgraviate were assembled 
on this important occasion, and firm measures • 
were taken to maintain the religion and constitu- 
tion of the country, against any future attempt 
to subvert them. The hereditary prince was ex- 
cluded from all care in the eAicadon of his sons ; 
and knmediately on his father's accession to the 
landgraviate, the eldest was put in possession of 
the country of Hanau. 

The inhabitants, indeed, seem to have felt no 
inconvenience from the change of their prince's 
v. s. Y 
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religi<m, nor has he reaped any earthly adyait^ 
lage, either in point of profit or honour, by hi» 
apostacy ; so that his hopes must be limited to the 
rewards that await him in another world. 

This prince keeps on foot sixteen thousand 
men, in time of peace, disciplined according to 
the Prussian plan* He is fond of exerdsing 
them; and when the weather is very unfavoura- 
ble, rather than lose this amusement, he ncuuvc- 
vres them in his dining room**^. 

(ytar author says he has the happiness to be 
well acqusdnted with several distinguished officers 
in this service, to whom he felt the warmer at- 
tachment, from the aifectionate and generous 
style in which they always spoke of the British 
•commanders, with whom they had been connect- 
ed* An open manner, and undesigning civility 
distinguish the Gennan character; qualities 
which naturally banish reserve, and inspire con- 
fidence* 

While they remained at Cassel, a company of 
Prench comediuis were performing there——* 
They had been engaged by the landgrave for 
about two months, at a stipulated sum for acting 
twice a week during that space* 

The play-house is neat, though small* The 
front gallery, with a convenient room behind, is 
appropriated for the court. Whenever the prince 
or princess. stands up, all the audience imme- 
diately rise, and remsdn in a standing posture till 
their sovereign sits down* 

• The prince of Hesse Cassel is one of the greatest mill 
tary contractors in Germany. He derives large subsidies 
from the loan of his soldiers, and all the deficiende* we 
made good in money. 
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The city of Casselis situated on the riVer Ful* 

da, and consiMs of an old and a new quarter*..* 

The former is the largest, but is very irregulan 

• The new town is well built, and there the nobility 

and principal officers reside. 

B-side the lai^e chateau in the town of Cas- 
eei, which forms the landgrave's winter abode, he 
has several villas and castles in different parts of 
his dominions. Immediately without the town is 
a beautiful edifice, in which he lives for the most 
part of the summer. Some of the apartments 
are highly decorated, and contmn antique statues 
pf no small value. 

' This palace has a flat roof, which is appro- 
priated for the exercise of his soldiers, when- 
ever this favourite recreation of the prince is 
Agreeable. 

Round this lie some noble parks and gardens, 
with an orangery and menagery. In the latter 
are several curious foreign animals, both of beasts 
and birds. 

The academy of arts, situated in the new town, 
cjontains some valuable antiques and other curio- 
sities, among which is a St. John in Mosaic, done 
after a picture of Raphael. This tedious art of 
copying pgdntings in Mosaic, has been brought to 
great perfection, particularly at Rome. 

They also shew a sword, which was consecrat- 
ed by the pope, and sent to one of the princes of 
this family, at his setting out on an expedition 
to the Holy Land. What havoc this sacred 
w^eapon made, among the Infidels, we are not 
.T51d, but it does not seem to be much worse for 
the wear. 
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Nothinc^ in the country of Hesse, however, h 
more worthy the admiration of travellers than 
the Got!iic temple, and cascade at Wasenstein. 
At this place there was originally ?ji old build- 
in [^, used as a hunting seat. It is situated at the 
bottom of a high mountain, and has been en- 
lan^ed and improved at difFerent periods. But 
the grandfather of the present prince, formed on 
the face of the mountain, opposite to this house, 
a series of artificial cataracts, cascades, and vain* 
ous kinds of water-works, which display equal 
taste and magnificence. 

The principal cascades are in the center ; and 
on each side are stairs of large black stones, of a 
flinty texture. Each of these stairs consists of 
eight hundred steps, leading from the bottom to 
the summit of the mountain ; and when the 
works are allowed to play, the water, dashing 
over them, forms two continued chains of smaller 
cascades. 

At convenient distances in the ascent, are four 
platforms, with a spacious bason in each, also 
grottos and caves ornamented with shell work, 
statues of naia^des and sea divinities. 

The water rushes from the summit of this 
mountain in various shapes :... .sometimes in de- 
tached cascades, sometimes in larg^ sheets, and 
in one place it is broken by a mass of huge stones, 
placed artificially for that purpose. There are 
also fountains, which eject the water to a consi- 
derable height. 

On the highest part of the niountadn, a Gothic 
temple is built, and on the top of that an obelisk, 
crowded by a colossal statue of Hercules leaning 

his club, in the attitude ef the Famesc statute. 
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This figure is of copper^ and thirty feet high* 
There is a stair case within the club, by which * 
a man may ascend, and have a view of the coun- 
try from a window at the top. 

Wasenstein, says Dr. Moore, is infinitely the 
noblest work of the kind I ever saw, and I have 
been assured, there is nothing to equal it in 
Europe. It has not the sur of modem work, 
but rather conveys the idea of Roman magnifi- 
cence. 

Highly delighted with Cassel, they at last took 
their leave of the court and their friends, and pro- 
ceeded towards Gottingen. 
• The Fulda was so swollen, in consequence of a 
thaw, that it was not without difficulty and delay 
they could cross it at Munden, a town situated in 
a vale, where that river, being joined by another, 
takes the name of the Weser. 

The same night they reached Gottingen, a 
very neat and well-built town, situated in a beauti- 
ful country. The university, founded here by 
George II. has gained considerable reputation*. 
After a short stay, they proceeded to Brunswick. 

As the Duke of Hamilton had, for some time^ 
been expected at this court, he was received with 
eveiy mark of attention and regard. He was 
pressed to accept of apartments within the palace ; 
but this honour he declined ; though they, in a 
manner lived at court ; except twice a week, 
dining with the hereditary prince and princess, at 
their apartments. 

* Scveral^of our princes have been educated here; but 
-we must suppose this to have originated from political rea* 
sons and not from any siq)eriority Gottengen has over 0f9 . 
oy^n universities. 

v2 ' 
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" The rei^ng duke," says Dr. Moore, «♦ hd» 
that style of conversation, those manners and dis- 
positions, which, in an inferior station of life, 
would gain him the character of a very respecta- 
ble and sensible gentleman*" 

The dutchess is the favourite sister of the kii^ 
of P russia* She is fond of studies, even of the most 
abstract kind* 

The military fame and public character of 
Duke Ferdinand are known to all Europe^ He 
is splendid in his manner of living, but attentive 
. to tiie very minutix of ceremony and dress* 

The hereditary prince served imder his uncie, 
during the last war, with great military credk, 
particularly for spirit and enterprise, the usual 
concomitants of youth. 

His princess is sister to the king of Great Bri- 
tain. Her open, cheerful character is well known 
in England, nor does her affection for her native 
country seem to diminish by absence*. 

This illustrious family, no less distinguished for 
the members that compose it, than for being tiie 
parent-stock of the present line of British sovo- 
i*eigns, usually dine and sup together, with such 
officers and strangers as they chuse to invite^ to 
the number of twenty or thirty. 

In the evening, the assembly is more nume- 
rous, when several card paities are formed ; but 
the whole is intended merely for pastime^ as sdl 
kinds of gaming are discouraged* A man here 
must have very bad luck to lose above twenty 
pistoles in an evening. 

• She is jnothcr to the Princeju of W^le?. 
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After they had been some weeks at Brunswick, . 
they made an excursion to visit Duke Ferdinand, 
who was then at his country house, about six miles 
distant* In that retreat he passes the greatest 
part of his time* He is fond of gardening, and 
shews a particular predilection for laying out and 
dressing his grounds in the English taste* 

The house is surrounded with a fosse, and con- 
• tains a great number of apartments. The walls 
of every room are hung with prints, from the 
roof, to within two feet of the floor. Perhaps 
this is the most complete collection, of the pro- 
duce of the graver, in any palace in the world. 
His highness observed, that he had lately receiv- 
ed a reinforcement of prints from England, which, 
as he was already full, would oblige him to build 
new apartments to place them in....^^ puisque je 
ftuis toujours accoutume a donner un postehcmora- 
ble aux Anglois." 

The company had been invited to breakfast ; 
but, in fact, the repast was a very sumptuous 
dinner, served rather earlier than usual. The 
prince was remarkably gay and affable ; and 
called for toasts after the English mode, taking 
care, when it came to his turn, to ^ve some Bri- 
tish officer of distinction. 

The town of Brunswick is situated in a plain, 
on the banks of the Oder. The houses, in gene- 
ral, are old ; but new buildings are daily aris'mg, 
and the place acquiring a more modem aspect. 

The fortificadons are pretty strong ; and, on 
some occasions, have been of service to the place, 
particularly in 1761, when the city, though 
closely, besieged, was relieved by prince Pre- 
derick. 
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The academy at Brunswick is ia considerable 
reputation^ and students resort to it from many 
parts of Germany « and even a few are sent from 
Britain. Such of them as are intended for a mi- 
litary life, can no where find more advantages 
united, than at the academy of Brunsyrick, nor 
have fewer temptations to dissipation and ex- 
pence. 

Our author and company passed a day at Wx>l- 
fenbuttle, which is also a fortified city, and the 
ancient re^dence of this family. The public 
library here is in high estimation, and contains 
many curious manuscripts. They shew some ori- 
ginal letters of Luther. 

In their way back, they took a view of Saltz- 
dahlen, a palace, wholly built of wood. It con- 
tains some very magnificent apartments, and a 
large galleiy of pictures, some of the most capital 
merit. In this palace, there is likewise a cabinet 
of china-ware, containing seven or eight thou- 
sand pieces ; and, in a small cabinet, they were 
shewn a collection of coarse plates, valuable only 
on account of their having been painted after de- 
signs by Raphael. 

The country about Brunswick has an agreeable 
appearance. In the environs are several gentle- 
men's seats, a sight very rare in Cennany, as 
most of them are cooped up in towns* ; and, in 
travelling a great extent of country, few houses 
are to be seen for any oixler of men between the 
prince amd the peasant* 

• This, probably, arises asmuch from a love of security 
as of luxury. In a country liable to be overrun by an 
enemy, there is little encouraRement to build ipaagnificent 

country seats. 
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At the court of Brunswick, they were again 
entertained with masquerades. Indeed, it is 
not to be wondered at, that the Germans of high 
rank are fond of this species of amusement ; for 
being so much harassed by ceremony and form, 
tliey are glad to seize every opportunity of assum- 
ing the mask and the domino, that they may 
taste the pleasures of familiar conversation and 
social mirth. 

The Duke of Hamilton, having determined to 
pay his respects to the Queen of Denmark, who 
was then at Zell, they set out for that place. 
Tliey were introduced to that unfortunate prin- 
cess, who entertained them between dinner and 
supper with a concert of music, and appeared in 
better spirits than might have been expected. 

Zell is a small town, without trade or manufac- 
tures. The houses are old, and have a mean ap- 
pearance ; yet the high court of appeal for all the 
territories of the electoral house of Brunswick 
Lunenburg are held here ; and the inhabitants 
derive their principal means of subsistence from 
this advantage. 

The officers of the court, the queen's maids of 
honour, and other attendants, have a genteel ap- 
pearance, and retain the most respectful attach- 
ment to their ill-fated mistress. Every thing 
seems to be arranged in the style of the small 
German courts, and nothing was wanting to ren- 
derthe queen's situation as comfortable as circum- 
stances would permit. The princess of Bruns- 
wick, however, is her chief consolation ; and this 
humane and affectionate sister has displayed more 
attachment to her, since her misfortunes, than sh« 
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ever did, while the queen was in the zenith of 
prosperity*. 

From Zell they went to Hanover, and, on ihe 
evening of their arrival, had the pleasure of 
hearing HandePs Messiah performed. Some of 
the first company of the town were assembled 
on the occasion, and they were introduced to 
Field Marshal Sporhen, and- other persons of 
distinction. 

Hanover is a neat, thriving, and agreeable 
city. It has very much the gdr of an English 
city, and, indeed, the mannere and customs of 
our country are daily gaining ground among tb<J 
inhabitants. The genial influence of freedom 
has extended from England to this place ; and 
tyranny is not felt. 

The fortifications are regular, and the works 
are in excellent order. The troops are sober, 
and perfect in every part of their duty, though 
discipline is less strict than in other paits of Ger- 
many. 

Marshal Sporhen, who is at the head of the 
army, is a man of humanity ; and though de- 
linquencies are severely punished by the sen- 
tence of a court martial, arbitrary infections are 
little knoAvn. 

The Hanoverian infantry, being all volunteers, 
do not make the same majestic appearance as 
some other German troops, because they are not 
picked men ; but it is iallowed, that no body of 
men can behave better in action ; nor is deser- 
tion at all frequent among them. 

* This ill-fated queen did not long survive this visit 
Crief, probably, preyed on her heart, and accelerated the 
— oe^egs of disease. 



IN GERMANY. 251 

. Two days after the arrival of our trav^ers at 
Hanover, they took a walk to Hemhauaen, along 
a magnificent avenue, as broad, and double the 
length, of the Mall at St. James's* The palace 
itself has nothing extraordinary in its appear- 
ance ; but the gardens, laid out in the Dutch 
taste, are very fine. The orangery is equal to 
any thing in Europe. 

Here is a kind of rural theatre, where plays 
may be acted during the fine weather. A spa- 
cious amphitheatre is cut out in green seats, fbr 
the spectators ; the stage is in the same taste^ 
with rows of trees for side-scenes, and a great 
number of arbours, surrounded by lofty hedges^ 
serve the actors to retire and dress in. 

In these gardens are several large reservoirs 
and fountains, and on one side, a k>ng canal of 
a quarter of a mile. 

Having engaged to meet some company at 
Brunswick, they again returned to that court, 
and, after a week's stay, and taking leave of 
their friends, they revisited Hanover. 

Dr. Moore mentions a laughable anecdote in a 
court lady at Bnmswick, where a taste for litera- 
ture is fashionable, encouraged by the duke and 
duchess. This lady, being about the duchess's 
person, and finding that those who had received 
the best education, and could converse on learn* 
ed topic35 were most acceptable to her highness, 
regi'etted, for the first time, that her mind had 
not been cultivated as it ought. 

She was determined to retrieve the neglects erf 
her education, by assiduous study, and, men- 
tioning her resolution, requested the duchess to 
lend her a book to begin with. The duchess 
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applauded her design, and soon after sent her a 
French and German dictionary. 

In a short time, her highness enquired how 
she relished the book. " Infinitely," replied this 
studious lady. " It is the most delightfiil book 
I ever saw. The sentences are all short, and 
easily understood, and the letters charmingly ar- 
ranged in ranks, like soldiers on the parade; 
whereas, in some other books, which I have 
seen, they are mingled together like a mere 
mob ; so that it is no pleasure to look at them, 
and very diificult to know what they mean. But 
I am no longer surprized, added she, *' at the 
satisfaction your royal highness takes in study." 

After Dr. Moore, and company, returned to 
Hanover, they dined several times at the palace. 
A regular houshold establishment is kept up; 
and strangers of distinction are entert^ned in « 
very magnificent manner. 

They spent most of thdr time at Marshal 
Sporhen's. The conversation of a man of sense, 
who had been fifty years in the army, and a 
considerable part of that time in high rank, 
which led him to an intimacy with some of the 
most celebrated characters of the age, could not 
• &il to be interesting. 

The liberal, candid sentiments of this venera- 
ble man carried conviction, and commanded 
esteem. He was respected by people of all 
ranks, and listened to like an oraqle. In his 
usual society were some of his own age, who 
£)rmed the private parties of George II. as often 
as he visited his native country. The memory 
of that monarch is still much . revered. They 
tell a thousand little anecdotes concerning him, 
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which at once evince the good disposition of the 
king, and their own gratitude. From these ac- 
counts, it appears that he was naturally of a very- 
sociable temper, and entirely laid aside, when 
at Hanover, the state and reserve which he re- 
tained in England. 

Nothing does more honour to his character, or 
can be a more unequivocal testimony of his love 
of equity, than his having governed his electo- 
rate, over which he had an unlimited power, 
with as much justice and moderation, as those 
whose rights are regarded by law and a jealous 
constitution. 

As the time of the Prussian reviews was ap- 
proaching, they hastened to leave this part of 
Germany, which they did with sincere regret, in 
^order to be present at those grand military exhi- 
bitions. 

Their first stage was Magdeburg, through a 
country perfectly level. The dutchy of Magde- 
burg produces fine cattle, and a considerable 
quantity of corn. There are few enclosures 
here, or, indeed, in other parts of Germany, ex- 
cept such as surround the parks of princes. 

The king of Prussia has a seat in the diet of 
the empire, as duke of Magdeburg. The capital, 
which bears the same name, is a very consider- 
able to'Win, well-built, and strongly fortified. Se- 
veral manufactories are established here ; the 
principal are those of woollen and silk. 

Magdeburg is extremely well situated for 
trade, having an easy communication with Ham- 
burg, by the Elbe, and lying on the road between 
Upper and Lower Germany. It is also the 
strongest place belonging to lus Prussian majesty, 

Y. S. Z 
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and where his principal magazines and founderics 
are established. In time of war, it is the reposi- 
tory of whatever he finds necessary to place out 
of the reach of sudden insult- 

The country is well cultivated and fertile, for 
about two leagues beyond Magdeburg ; after- . 
wards it becomes more barren, and ^vithin a few 
leagues of Brandenburgh, it is as steril and sandy 
as the Deserts of Arabia. 

Brandenburgh, from which the whole electorate 
takes its name, is a small town, divided into old 
and new, by a river, which separates the fort fjpom 
both. The principal trade is carried on by some 
French woollen manufacturers, whom the king of 
Prussia has encouraged to settle here. The num- 
ber of inhabitants are computed at one thousand 
five hundred. 

On entering the Prussian garrison -towns, tra- 
vellers are stopt at the gate and interrogated. The 
answers are all taken down in writing with much 
formality. 

Arriving at Potsdam, they next day waited on 
Count Finkenstein, to know when the Duke of 
Hamilton could be presented to the king ; at the 
same time requesting permission to attend the 
reviews. The count said, they must write to 
the king on this J)usiness ; and, as it appeared 
to be the established rule, it was readily complied 
with. 

Next morning one of the court servants called 
at their inn, and delivered a sealed letter, signed 
by the king, importing that, as the court would 
soon be at Berlin, the minister in waiting there, 

'Id give them information when they could be 
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presented, and that they were welcome to attend 
at all the reviews. 

In the evening, they were introduced to the 
prince and princess of Prussia, who constantly 
reside at Potsdanu The prince is a tall, stout- 
made, handsome man, about thirty-five years of 
age*. They had twice the honour of supping 
with those august personages, during their short 
stay gt Potsdam. 

At the first review they saw, there were about 
seven thousand went through their evolutions be- 
fore the king. The prince of Prussia's son, a 
child about six or seven years old, was present on 
foot with his tutor, without any other attendant. 
It seemed to be the desire, both of the king and 
the prince, that their successor should be brought 
up in a hardy manner, and without any strong 
impression of his own importance. Sentiments 
of that kind spring up soon enough, in spite of all 
the pains that can be taken to check them. 

The troops were drawn up in one line, along 
the summits of some hills. From this situation 
they descended over very rough ground, firing in 
grand divisions all the way, till they reached the 
plain, where they performed various evolutions. 

The succeeding days they always passed the 
mornings with the troops in the field, and then 
amused themselves with such objects as the place 
presented. 

The houses of Potsdam are built of a fine white 
freestone, and are almost all unifoim in height. 
The streets are regular and well paved, and there 
are some very magnificent public buildings. 

* The present king of Prussia, Frederick William 
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The king has expressed a great inclination ta 
see this toym increase ; and, in consequence, se- 
veral monied people have built houses here, 
partly to pay their court to his majesty, and partly 
for the advantage of letting them. But as the 
town did not rise so rapidly as he wished, the 
monarch ordered several streets to be built at 
once, at his own expence. This, at once, sunk 
the value of houses, and the speculators 4bund 
that they had Isdd out their money to bad interest. 
At present there are more houses than inhabitants. 

Our author was not a little surprised, at first, 
in walking round the town, to see buff belts, 
breeches, and waistcoats hanging to dry before 
the best houses ; but he was afterwards inform- 
ed, that each housekeeper has two, or more, 
soldiers quartered on him ; and their apartments, 
for the most part, are on the first floor. 

The king prefers having his soldiers quartered 
with the citizens, rather than in barracks ; an ir- 
refragable proof that an army can be well-disci- 
plined without them. 

The palace at Potsdam, or the castle, as it is 
called, is a yery noble pile, with magnificent gar- 
dens adjoining. Some of the apartments are su- 
perbly fitted up. In one the ornaments are of 
massy silver. 

The person who shewed the palace, asked them 
if they had any desire to see his majesty's ward- 
, robe. On being answered in the affirmative, he 
conducted them to a chamber, where the mon- 
arch's clothes are deposited, and exhibited two 
blue coats faced with red, the lining of one a Ut- 
*om ; two yellow waistcoats, soiled with Spa- 
nuff; three: pair of yellow breeches ; and a 
* blue velvet, embroidered with silver* 



IN GERMANY. 257 

Our author imagined that the man had got a 
few of the king's old clothes, and kept them here 
to amuse strangers ; but upon enquiry, he was 
assured, that what he had seen, together with 
two suits of uniform, kept at Sans Souci, formed 
the entire wardrobe of his Prussian majesty. As 
for the velvet suit, for grand occasions, it was 
about ten years old, and still enjoyed all the vi- 
gour of youth. Indeed, if the moths spared it 
as much as the monarch seemed to have done, it 
was likely to last the age of Methusalem. 

In the bed-chamber, where the late king died, 
at the lower part of a windowj which looks into 
the garden, they saw a piece of glass which oc- 
cupies the space of four panes. This, they wjere 
told, was put on,, to allow his majesty to see his 
troops exercise, when he was no longer able to 
leave his room. This amusement had been his 
supreme delight through life, and the ruling pas- 
sion was felt strong in death. He continued to 
look at his grenadiers till he could hold up his head 
no longer ; it was then occasionally lifted ; and the 
sight of his men under arms was perceived to 
operate like a cordial. But, at last, this lost its 
effect ; his eyes became dim, and he breathed 
his last. 

Sans Souci is about half a league from Pots- 
dam. The gallery contains a large collection of 
paintings, some of which are highly esteemed 
by connoisseurs ; but, as the king is little swayed 
by names, and purchases what pleases himself, 
his collection in general is not so much valued, 
as perhaps it deserves. So much ideal merit is 
attached to particular artists and authors, that it 
is only such a man as his Prussian majesty who 
z 2 



256 MOORE'S VIEW OF SOCIETY 

can emancipate himself from the trammels of 
prejudice, see with his own eyes, and decide by 
his own judgment. 

The new palace of Sans Souci is certainly a 
Tcry noble and splendid work. The offices are' 
at a considerable distance ; and are joined to tJaer 
body of the palace by a double colonnade, which 
has a grand effect. The front of the palace seenas 
rather crowded with statuary. It has a cupola, 
terminated by a large crown, supported by the 
three Graces. The Duke of Hamilton aptly obi- 
served, that three Prussian grenadiers would 
have been more appropriate. 

On the ground floor, in the center, is a large 
hall, wholly cased with marble. It is called the 
Grotto, and its ornaments correspond with t^at 
name ; but it is much better adapted to the cli^ 
mate of Italy than this. In general the apart* 
ments are fitted up with royal magnificence. 

Opposite to the old palace of Sans Souci, and 
immediately within the gardens, Lord Mareschal^ 
of Scotland, has built a house, in which he con* 
stantly resides. It was natural to suppose his 
countrymen would wsdt on this distinguished no* 
bleman, however different their politics. His 
amiable character gained him the esteem of all; 
On the front of his house is this inscription: 

FrEDERICUS II. NOBIS HAEC OTIA FECIT. 

Adjoining to the house is a small garden, with 
a communication between it and the. royal gar- 
dens, of which the king keeps the key, and fre- 
quently visits the veteran without any ceremony. 
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Our travellers set out for Berlin, and found the 
tewn more like the cantonment of a great army, 
than the capital of a kingdom in a state of pro* 
found peace. The court itself resembled the 
leree of a general in the fields except the foreign 
ministers and a few strangers; for there were 
n6 women, and «very man wore a military uni- 
form* 

, The British minister, Mr. Harris*, attended 
the Duke of Hamilton the day he was presented. 
The king conversed a considerable time with 
lam* His majesty's countenance and manner 
seemed highly animated, and he behaved to his 
officers and to every one, with a kind of gay af- 
fability. 

The king was three days at Berlin before the 
grand reviews began. The whole number to be 
reviewed, consisted of about thirty-eight thou- 
sand men. This army was in the field three suc- 
cessive mornings, and the operations were differ- 
ent every day. We will not, however, attempt 
to describe them; suffice it to say, that even to 
&ose who were no judges of military evolutions, 
a very sensible pleasure was conveyed, from the 
exactness of the discipline, and the variety of 
tlie movements. 

The evening after the reviews, there was a 
concert and supper at prince Henry's palace....* 
The queen, the king's brothers, the prince and 
princess of Prussia, with many illustrious and 
distinguished persons, were present. The king 
himself did not attend ; as business or literature 
has more charms than festivity. 

♦ Now Lord Malmsbury^ 
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Prince Henry's palace is one of the most mag^ 
nificent buildings in Berlin. No subject of the 
king lives in a more sumptuous manner than 
this prince, who keeps a numerous establishment 
of servants, very richly dressed. 

The day after the reviews at Berlin were over, 
the king, attended by liis nephew the prince of 
Prussia, and the hereditary prince of Brunswick, 
set out for Magdeburg, to continue his reviews, 
an occupation which takes up about six weekS) 
twice a year. 

His absence from Berlin, however, made little 
relaxation in the duty, and none in the discipline 
of the troops. The reviews were scarcely over, 
when field days began. About one thousand 
five himdred, or two thousand troops, belonging 
to the garrison, were exercised in the park every 
morning, besides those who appeared on the pa- 
rade for the ordinary guards. 

No condition of life can be more active, and at 
the same time, have less variety in it, than that 
of a Prussian officer in the time of peace. He 
is constantly employed in the same occupation^ 
and continually occupied in the same place.....* 
There is no rotation of troops, as in the British 
service. The regiments placed in garrison towns 
occupy their stations, till they are wanted ibr ao 
tual service^ 

It is dreaded, that if they were continually 
moved from one garrison to another, they would 
find more opportunities of deserting, to which 
they are exceedingly prone ; and which, accord- 
ing to the present plan, they cannot easily cari'y 
into effect. For no sooner is a man missing, 
than a certain number of cannons are fired^ which 
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announce the desertion to the whole country,,.... 
The peasants have a considerable reward for ap- 
prehending a deserter, and are liable to severe 
penalties, if they harbour him, or aid him in mak- 
ing his escape. Thus it is almost morally im- 
possible to get off. 

Their only amusement or relaxation from the 
duties of their profession, seems to be walking on 
the parade, and conversing with each other. The 
most trifling faults are punished with severity : 
even a hat blowing ofp^ or a fall from a horse, ex- 
poses a man to castigation. Voluntary and invo- 
luntary failures in the precision of discipline are 
alike noticed ; in order to render them more care- 
ful and attentive. Fear is the grand engine that 
is used to enforce command ; and man is here 
considered as a machine, which must act uni- 
formly at all times. 

Berlin is, unquestionably one of the most beau- 
tiful cities of Europe. The streets are veiy re- 
gularly built, and of commodious width. In the 
new town they run in straight lines; and one of 
them is a French league in length. 

It has been asserted, that Berlin covers more 
ground than Paris; but this is certainly not the 
fact; nor is the population of the former at all 
equal to that of the latter. Perhaps Berlin does 
not contain more than a fifth of the inhabitants 
of Paris. 

There are few buildings in this city of pecu- 
liar magnificence; yet the houses, in general 
have a pretty effect, being erected of a fine 
vfhiit free-stone, generally two, or at most three, 
stories high. 
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The priDcipal edifices are the king's palace? 
and that of prince Henry, both very magnifi- 
cent piles. The arsenal also, built in the form 
of a square, is a noble structure, and generally 
contains arms for two hundred thousand men. 

The new Roman Catholic church, is by far the 
most elegant religious edifice in Berlin. Here 
liberty of conscience is allowed to the full, nor is 
the least controul usurped over the minds of 
men. 

There is an equestrian «tatue of William the 
Great Elector, erected on the new bridge over 
the Spree. This is esteemed a fine piece of sta- 
tuary. In the comer of one of the squares is a 
statue of Marshal Schwerin, who was killed at 
the battle of Prague, in the moment of victory, 
gained by his single efibrt in the eighty-fourth 
year of his age. 

The society, into which strangers may be ad- 
mitted in this capital, is neither various nor ex- 
tensive. The Pmssian officers, of the higher 
ranks, whose time is not entirely engrossed by 
the duties of their profession, live mostly with 
their families, or with each other ; and it is said 
that the sovereign does not approve of their form- 
ing intimacies with foreign ministers or with 
strangers. 

During Dr. Moore's stay here, the princess of 
Prussia gave a breakfast in a garden, to which a 
large company were invited. The dancing con- 
tinued all the forenoon. On this occasion, the 
German state and ceremony, which have so often 
been talked of, seemed wholly to be laid aside^ and 
all ranks mixed in sbcial festivity. 
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Our travellers received many civilities from 
some of the Prussian ministers, from the British 
envoy extraordinary, and from some of the 
r^resentatives of foreign courts. In short they 
had every reason to be satisfied with the recep- 
tion they met with, and the style in which they 
lived. 

The queen's court, which was generally held 
at Mont Bijou, a small palace just without the 
gates, or at Shoenhausen, about two leagues from 
Berlin, was conducted ill the same manner as the 
other courts of Europe ; whereas that of Sans 
Souci, is on quite a new plan. There no strang- 
ers are received, nor any persons who have not 
real business with the king. 

*' His majesty," says Dr. Moore, " very seldom 
appears at the queen's court, or at any place 
where women form part of the assembly. When 
he inclines to unbend, his amusements are of a 
nature in which they can take no share. I once 
said to a lady of the queen's court, that it was a 
pity his majesty did not love women. Consider- 
ing his time of Ufe, said she, we could dispense 
with his love ; but it is hard that he cannot en- 
dure us." 

Notwithstanding this humour of the king's the 
ladies in Berlin are by no means neglected by the 
men in general. Many of the married women 
have avowed admirers, who attend them on 
all occasions, and this is so far from raising any 
scandal or jealousy, that the husband feels him- 
self a little out of countenance, when his wife has 
no humble servant of this kind. 

On the other hand, the married gentlemen 
profess the most passionate regard for the other 
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sex, and frequently have a knowTi favourite, wiio 
is received in all companies, on the most familiar 
footing:, and without the least reflection on either, 
let their intimacy be ever so close, or so well 
known. Here, indeed, unfortunate love is only 
pitied ; it is never regarded as a crime, as in some 
other countries. 

** Jealousy," says our author, " is held in equal 
contempt and detestation, and scandal is very 
little known- People seldom trouble their heads 
about the affjurs of their neighbours. If, in the 
course of conversation, an intimacy of a parti- 
cular kind is hinted at, between persons of dif- 
ferent sexes, it is mentioned incidentally as a 
fact of no importance, and without the smallest 
blame or ill-natured reflection on either of the 
parties. One reason of this may be, that there is 
scarce such a thing as an old maid, in his Prus- 
sian majesty's dominions." 

Dr. Moore was much surprised, on his first 
arrival at Berlin, to find the freedom with which 
the people spoke of the measures of government, 
and the conduct of the king* Political subjects 
were discussed with as little ceremony as at a 
London coffee-house. The same fi-eedom ap- 
peared at the booksellers* shops, where literary 
productions of all kinds were openly sold. A 
pamphlet, on the . partition of Poland, wherein 
the king's character was treated with all the 
bitterness of satire, was to be had without diffi- 
culty. 

A government, supported by an army of 'one 
hundred and eighty thousand men, may safely 
disregard the criticisms of a few speculative poli- 
ticians, and the pen of the satirist. While his 
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majesty retains the power of di^x)sing of Uie 
lives and properties of his subjects, as his wisdom 
shall direct, he allows them the most perfect 
freedom to amuse themselves as they please. 

The mind of this monarch is infinitely supe- 
rior to that gossiping disposition, by which the 
despicable race of whisperers and retailers of 
scandal thrive at some courts. Convinced that 
the same perfidy which can betray a real conver- 
sation, may invent a false one, he listens to no 
little malicious tales of what has passed during the 
hours of convivial mirth. The mean repeater of 
anecdotes of this kind would be driven from his 
presence with disgrace. 

Indeed, so perfectly free is this great prince 
from suspicion and personal fear, that he resides 
at Sans Souci without any guard whatever. An 
orderly sergeant, or corporal only, attends there 
in the day time, to carry occasional orders to the 
garrison at Potsdam, whither he always returns 
in the evening. 

At Sans Souci, where the king sleeps, there 
are not above ten or twelve persons of every 
description, while the guards are shut up at 
Potsdam, half a league distant, and in case of 
any attempt on their sovereign, could be of no 
use. These circumstances considered, it is im- 
possible not to entertain a very favourable opinion 
of the magnanimity of a man, who can feel him- 
self happy and secure, and yet be so defenceless 
and exposed. 

Berlin, though not a fortified, is certainly a 

very military town, containing a garrison of 

thirty thousand men. I'he police is pretty well 

regulated ; yet purity of morals seems to be very 

v. s. A a 
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little regarded; The public courtesans are veiy 
#iumerous and impudent \ nor is any one allowed 
to molest or abuse them, merely for pursuing 
their fla^tious trade. 

The better sort of citizens and manufacturers 
live entirely among those of their own rank, and 
without affecting die manners of the courtiers, 
or stooping to the mean debauchery of the com- 
monalty, maintain the decent propriety and ho- 
nesty of the Gernian character. 

His Prussian majesty has applied himself, with 
unwearied zeal, to the introduction of manufac- 
tures, and the extension of commerce ; but all 
his efforts have been rendered abortive by injudi- 
cious taxes, by monopolies, and other restric- 
tions. Commerce, when confined or shackled, 
immediately droops and dwindles ; or, alarmed, 
like Love, 

At sight of human ties, 

Spreads its light wings and in. a moment. flies. 

Pope. 

Though the revenues of this prince are more 
considei'able than is generally imagined, yet many 
with gi'eater, effect infinitely less. While the in- 
come of a nation is sometimes dissipated, with- 
out taste or magnificence, on the trumpery of a 
court, the king of Prussia employs hisresourcea 
in improving his kingdom, and adorning his 
cities. 

In his dominions, there are none of those posts 
which enrich individuals at the expence of the 
public ; or where the salary is large, and the re- 
quisite talents small. If those, who hold the 
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most lucrative employments iii' this court, can 
support a becoming dignity, by the emoluments 
of their office, and secure a moderate compe- 
tence for their familiesj it is the utmost they can 
expect. 

All commodities are highly taxed in Prussia ; 
and considerable revenues are drawn even from 
the vanity of the subjects. The rage which the 
Germans have for titles, prompts many of the 
wealthy citizens to purchase some office about 
coyrt ; but the name and title are all they pro- 
cure by this traffick; for, with regard to the real 
' business of the office, they have as little connec- 
tion with it, after the bargain, as before. Though 
the king scarcely ever consults with'any body, he 
has more nominal privy counsellors than any king 
in Christendom. 

The army is chiefly composed of provincial 
regiments, levied in the different circles or can- 
tons, into which the Prussian dominions are di- 
vided, in proportion to the size and population. 

Whatever number of sons a peasant may have, 
they are all liable to be taken into the service, 
'Save one, who is left to assist in the manage- 
ment of the farm. The rest wear badges from 
their childhood, to shew that they are destined 
•for soldiers, and ready to serve when tlie state 
requires them*. 

The king, however, endeavours to save his own 
peasantry, and draws as many recruits as he can 

* There is something shocking in this despotism. Jt 
lacerates every tie of nature, by depriving a father of the 
interest he has in his son, and shews how far man may be 
•degraded, and yet submit. Yet, the Prussian scklier, in 
many respects, enjoys much coijifort and liberty. 
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from other countries, who remain continuafiy 
%Tith the rep:im*rnts in which tliey are placed ; 
M'hile the native Prussians have, every year, eight 
or nine months' furlough, during which they re- 
turn to their relations, and employ themselves 
as they please. Hence, it appears, that the Prus- 
sian army is neither more nor less, than a stand- 
ing militia. 

From Berlin, the Duke of Hamilton and our 
author made an excursion to the court of Meck- 
lenburg Strelitz. The weather being then sul- 
try, they thought it most advisable to travel in 
tlie night, and accordingly set out about seven 
in the evening. The first post-house on that 
load is four German miles from Berlin, chiefly 
through a wood ; and, as the night became very 
dark, the postillions lost their way. 

After many ineffectual attempts to recover the 
path, they unyoked the horses, and suffered them 
to graze till day break, when they proceeded by 
Oranienburg to Reinsburg, a magnificent castle 
•belonging to Prince Henry of Prussia, with vety 
fine gardens. 

When they arrived at New Strelitz, they were 
informed that the court was at Brandenburg, to 
which place, after a short stay at Strelitz, tliey 
proceeded, and arrived there on the third day 
after they had left Berlin. 

No sooner were our travellers announced, than 
they received an invitation to dinner, and a coach 
and equipage were ordered to attend the Duke of 
Hamilton. 

The reigning duke and his sister, both unmar- 
ried, received them in the most polite manner* 
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After dinner) there was a concert of music, and 
card-playing till supper. 

The country in the environs is much more 
fertile than alxMit Berlin. The southern part of 
the duchy, indeed, is flat, sandy, and steril ; but 
the northern part is of a rich verdure, finely di- 
versified with hills, meadows, woods, and lakes* 

This country produces plenty of com, hemp, 
flax, sheep, and horses. New Brandenburgh is a 
neat and thriving town, very agreeably situated. 
The inhabitants carry on a considerable trade in 
hops. 

The second day after their arrival, they spent 
the forenoon in viewing every thing worthy of 
notice in the town, and dined again at court with 
a still more numerous party than the preceding 
day. After dinner, they accompanied his high- 
ness and the princess to an assembly in the town, 
^md returned to sup at court, when they were en- 
tertained with music. 

Highly flattered with the attentions they had ex- 
perienced, they took their leave next mornhig, . 
and returned by Old Strelltz to Berlin. 

" While British subjects," says Dr. Moore, 
« pass tlirough this country, they will naturally 
reflect, with gratitude and veneration, on the 
character of a princess, whose virtues are an or- 
nament to the British throne, and whose amiable 
manners and prudent conduct have united the af- 
fections of a people divided by paity, and irre- 
concileable on almost every other subject." 

On their return to Berlin, they were given to 

understand, by a letter from Lord Mareschal, that 

the king, and soiine personages of high rank, were 

expected at Potsdam in a few days. Soon after, 

* ^ A a2 
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they received a particular invitation from Count 
Finkenstein to the celebrities which were about to 
take place at Sans Souci* This afforded them 
the higher satisfaction, as it was a mprk of dis-* 
tinguished respect, and as it would give them an 
opportunity of seeing the king of Prussia with less 
reserve than at Berlin* 

On arriving at Potsdam, they found his ma- 
jesty was at the palace of Sans Souci, and that 
the Princess Amelia was to be mistress of the* 
entertainments. Plays were performed by French 
comedians, in the very first style, every seconder 
third day* The company assembled, in one of 
the apartments of the palace, about five in the 
afternoon, and praceeded to the play-house about 
an hour after. 

The theatre was excellently adapted for the 
reception of », small audience. It had neither 
boxes nor pit, but semicircular benches in the 
front of the stage, raised one above the other. 

After the king was seated, the piece began, 
and was usually finished about nine, when the 
company returned to the apartment from 
whence they set out, and spent an hour in fami- 
liar conversation with his majesty, after which 
he retired. 

The Princess Amelia presided at table, and the 
company was pretty numerous. Our ti'avellers 
had sevei^ times the honour of being of the 
party. 

The celebrated French actor, Le Kain, appear- 
ed in some of his principal characters ; but as 
he never performed in comedy, and the king 
was most attached to tragedy, they had only the 
latter. 
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The tragedy of Oedipus is his majesty's fa«- 
Vourite piece, and was twice represented. The 
king enjoyed it much, and was particularly pleas- 
ed with some reflections against priests, though 
the tragedy of Oedipus, on ^e whole, does them 
great honour. 

A French tragedy and an Italian opera were 
represented at the theatre alternately. , The king 
attended at both, and displayed in his countenance 
that extreme sensibiUty to music, which consti- 
tutes a part of his character. 

When there was no representation atthethea^ 
tre, his majesty had a private concert in his own 
apartment, where he himself performed on the 
German flute, an instrument that he uses with 
much facility of execution. 

** The more," says Dr. Moore, " that I see 
and hear of this extraordinary man, the more I 
am astonished. I like to stand near hir>i, to hear 
him speak, and to observe his movements, his 
attitudes, his most indifferent actions. He always 
behaves with particular affability to the Duke of 
Hamilton. One evening, before the play began, 
his grace and I were standing with Count Finken- 
stein, in a room adjoining to the great apartment 
where the company were assembled. The king 
entered alone, when he was not expected, and be- 
gan a conversation with the duke. 

" He asked several questions relative to the 
British constitution; particularly at what age a 
peer could, take his seat in parliament. When 
the duke replied, at twenty-one....It is evident 
from that, said the king, that the English patri- 
cians acquire the necessary talents for legislature * 
much sooner than those of ancient Rome, who 
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were not admitted into the senate, till the s^ of 
forty. 

*' He then enquired after the state of Lord 
Chatham's health, and expressed high esteem 
for the character of that minister. He asked mc, 
if I had received any letters hy tlie last post, and 
if they mentioned any thing respecting affairs in 
America. He observed, there were accounts 
from Holland, that the English troops had been 
driven from Boston, and that the Americans were 
in possession of that place. I told him, our let- 
ters informed us, that the army had left Boston 
to make an attack with more effect somewhere 
else. 

^' He smiled, and 8aid....If you will not allow 
the retreat to have been an affair of necessity, you 
will, at least, admit that it was tout a fait afirofioa* 
He concluded by remarking. In short, gentle- 
men, I do not understand these things, for I 
have no colonies; I hope you will get well 
through the business, but it seems to me to be a 
little thorny." 

The anecdotes respecting the late king of Prus- 
sia are so numerous and so well known, that we 
shall not enlarge farther on the character aixl 
conduct of this extraordinary man, who gained 
the admiration of his contemporaries, and will 
live in the memory of the latest posterity. 

The festivities at Potsdam being over, the day 
before they left that place, they ^ned with Lord 
Mareschal, who took leave of his countrymen 
with an emotion that marked his regard for 
them, and his fears that he should never seeth^u 
again. . . 
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Our author says, that had he been in a humour 
for description, their journey to Dresden, through 
the most beautiful^and fertile part of Germany, 
would have afforded ample opportunity. He 
declines, however, ringing chimes in woods, 
meadows, horses, sheep, China ware, and fine 
women ; and conveys his readers at once from 
Potsdam to Dresden. 

Having been presented to the elector and elec- 
tress of Saxony, by the British minister, they 
had the honour of dining with their highnesses 
the same day. The court was numerous and 
splendid, and in the evening there was card-play- 
ing for about two hours. 

Dresden, though not one of the largest, is cer- 
tainly one of the most delighthil, cities in Ger- 
many. It h built on both sides of the Elbe, 
which is here of considerable breadth. The mag- 
nificent and commodious manner in which the 
two opposite parts of the town are united, have a 
fine effect. 

Few princes in Europe are so magnificently 
lodged as the elector -of Saxony. The palace 
and museum have been often described*. The 
last contains a prodigious number of curiosities, 
natural and artificial ; but it would be tiresome to 
enumerate them. The gallery of pictures is 
much esteemed. It contains many chef d'oeu- 
vres of the first masters. 

The elector has a collection of the finest pieces 
of the procelain of Saxony, from the first attempts 
made here, in this elegant art, to the latest im- 
provements. This, independent of the beauty 

• See Hanway'« Travels, ^c. 
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of many of the pieces, is a matter of real curiosi- 
ty, as it marks the progress of ingenuity and in- 
vention. 

Our travellers generally took their morning 
walk in the gardens of Count Bruhl, on the high 
banks of the Elbe. Nothing can be imagined 
more delighlful, than the view from a lofty ter- 
race in these gardens. This splendid nobleman, 
like many others of the same description, after 
amassing a collection of every tiling that was rare 
and costly, and funiisliing his palace with the 
most princely ornaments, lived to see his man- 
sion stript of its finest decorations. 

The Saxon troops make a noble appearance ; 
and appear to be more free and unrestrained in 
their manner than the Pmssians. The uniform 
of tlie guards is red and yellow;-" that of the 
marchhig regiments white. 

The soldiers, during summer, wear only waist- 
coats, when they mount guard. The sergeants, 
besides their other arms, are furnished with a 
large pistol, which hangs from the left side. The 
Saxon band of music is very complete. 

From Dresden they proceeded to Prague, 
through a country, in many places very beauti- 
ful, and varied with the most agreeable rural 
objects. 

Prague, the capital of Bohemia, stands in a 
hollow, surrounded on all sides with hills. Those 
which lie nearest the town are comprehended 
w^ithin the fortifications. This city is of great 
extent, and retains some marks of former splen* 
dour, but more of present decay. 

All the houses, that have any appearance of 
majiiifigence, are old; for, since it is no longer 
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the residence of royalty, the Bohemian nobility ^ 
who can afford the expence, live at Vienna. 

But though the wealth and magnificence of 
Ptague are dwindled away, religion seems to 
have as many votaries as ever- Our author says, 
he never recollects having seen more glaring 
marks of devotion in any place. The comers of 
the streets, bridges, and public buildings, are all 
ornamented with crucifixes, images of the Vir- 
gin, and statues of saints, of every country, age, 
and sex. 

The inhabitants are constantly prostrating 
themselves, on their knees, before one or other of 
those statues, but particularly on the large bridge 
over the Moldau, where there is the greatest con- 
course of passengers, and the utiiiost profusion of 
saints. 

Not contented with kneeling, some of the pious 
devotees kiss the earth, and offer their petitions, 
with as much ardour, as if the objects represent- * 
ed were really present. But there is one saint 
who has more Votaries than all the rest put to- 
gether. He is called St. Nepomuc ; and it is said, 
he was ordered by some cruel tyrant to be thrown 
over a bridge, by which his neck was broken.... 
Notwithstanding this scurvy ti'eatment, he is sup- 
posed to have a particular affection for bridges 
ever since ; and on such structures he has gene- 
rally a place throughout Bohemia. He has the 
greatest reputation of any saint for curing bar- 
renness in women; but how he acquired this 
character, Dr. Moore did not enquire. 

They found an acquaintance at Prague, where 
they least expected it. As the Duke of Hamilton 
and our author were talldng in the street, a 
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priest overheard them, and after lookmg earnest- 
ly at them for some time, he came up and ad- 
dressed them in these words : " I do assure you, 
now, I am an Irishman too." This easy kind o£ 
introduction soon produced an intimacy ; and they 
asked him how he could know that they were 
Irish? "Am I not," said he, "after hearing you 
speak English, my dears." 

He turned out to be an honest obliging fel- 
low, and proved an useful and enteilaining cice- 
rone. 

After having visited the royatapartments, they 
were shewn the window, in the secretary of state's 
office, fi-om whence three noblemen were thrown 
in the year 1618. This was a very violent mode of 
turning people ©ut of power ; but it is probable, 
the party in opposition had tried gentler means 
in vain. 

They walked over the heights, from which the 
Prussians attempted to carry the town, imme- 
diately after the defeat of prince Charles of Lor- 
rain and Count Crown. The attempt, however, 
was unsuccessful, though it displayed great mili- 
tary enterprise in the general. 

They next directed their route to Vienna. On 
arriving at this city, the postillions drive directly 
to the custom-house, where the baggage, under- 
goes a very severe scrutiny, which neither fair 
words nor promises can mitigate. They detain- 
ed our travellers' books for some time, to examine 
them at their leisure. The empress, it appear- 
ed, had given strict orders, that no books of im- 
piety, lewdness, or immorality, should be allow- 
ed to enter her doijiinions, or to be circulated. 
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Hmong her subjects; and her commands were 
punctually obeyed. 

Unfortunately for them, the ambassador, Sir- 
Robert Keith, was lately gone to England; but 
his secretary did every thing in his power to 
supply his place, and by him they were introduc- 
ed to Count Degenfeldt, ambassador fiom the 
United States, who furnished them with a list of 
visits proper to be made, and had the politeness 
to accompany them. 

The first day they waited on Prince Kaunitz, 
they were invited to dine, and found a very nu- 
merous company at his house. They were after- 
wards introduced to Count and Countess Thune,. 
at whose house, or that of their sister. Countess 
Walstein, there was an agreeable party every 
evening. 

The city of Vienna, exclusive of the suburbs, 
is of no great extent ; nor can it be enlarged, on 
account of the strong fortifications that surround 
it. It it supposed to contain seventy thousand 
inhabitants. 

The streets, in general, are narrow, arid the 
houses lofty. Some of the public buildings and 
palaces are magnificent ; but they appear to less 
advantage, for want of room. The chief are the 
imperial palace, the library and museum, the pa- 
laces of Princes Lichtenstein, Eugene, and some 
others. 

Though Vienna may never again be exposed 
to a siege, yet measures have been taken, in that 
case, to prevent the necessity of destroying the 
suburbs. No houses, without the walls, are al- 
lowed to be built nearer the glacis than six huxv- 
dred yards ; so that there is a broad circular field 
V, s. B b 



278 MOORE'S VIEW OF SOCIETY 

all round the town, which, exclusive of other ad- 
vantages, has a very beautiful and salubrious ef- 
fect. Beyond this plain, the suburbs are built ; 
and they form a very extensive and magnificent 
town, of an irregular circular form. 

The suburbs are computed to contain more 
than two hundred thousand inhabitants ; yet they 
are by no means so populous, in proportion to 
their extent, as the town. 

About a week after their arrival, they had the 
honour to be presented to the emperor, whose 
manner was affable, easy, and gracefully plaiif. 

The same day they drove to Schonbrun, a pa- 
lace about a league from Vienna, where the em- 
press then resided. Our author says, he had no 
small curiosity to see the celebrated Maria The- 
resa, whose fortunes interested Europe for so 
many years. Her magnanimity, in supporting 
the calamities to which the early part of her life 
was exposed, and the moderation with which she 
bore prosperity, secured to her universal approba- 
tion. 

She conversed for some time with the Duke of 
Hamilton, in an easy and cheerful manner ; and 
behaved to all with an affable dignity. She had 
then but small remains of that beauty for which 
she was distinguished in her youth ; but her 
countenance indicated benevolence and good hu- 
mour. 

Two or three days after, they were presented, 
at a full court, to the two unmarried arcHxiuch- 
esses, their sister, the Princess Albert of Saxo- 
ny, and the Princess of Modena, who was married 
to the emperor's brother, and who had lately 
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arrived with her husband, on a visit to the em- 
press. 

The imperial family are uncommonly well- 
looking, and have a very strong family likeness. 
Their complexion is fair, with large blue eyes, 
and some of them are distinguished by the thick 
lip, so long remarked in the Austrian famiJy. 

One of the unmarried archduchesses, who was 
formerly thought the most beautiful, had suffer- 
ed considerably by the smallpox. " A court 
lady," says Dr. Moore, " told me, that as soon 
as this princess understood what her disease was, 
she called for a looking-glass, and, with unaffected 
pleasantry, took leave of those features she had 
once heard praised, and which she believed would 
be greatly changed." This required greater equa- 
nimity in a fine woman, in the bloom of youth, 
than most reverses of fortune which could have 
befallen her. 

Our travellers no where spent their time more 
agreeably than in Vienna. There was not such 
a constant round of amusements, as to fill up a 
man's time, without any plan or occupation of his 
own ; and yet there was enough to satisfy any 
mind, not perfectly vacant and dependent on ex- 
ternal objects. They dined abroad two or three 
times in a week ; and sometimes saw a little play, 
but no deep gaming. At some houses there was 
no play of any kind ; but a species of conversa- 
tions 

Indeed, there is no city in Europe, in Dr. 
Moore's opinion, where a young gentleman, after 
his university education is finished, can pass a 
year with so much advantage ; because, if pro- 
perty recommended^ he may mix, on an e?- 
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baskets of fruit and sallad, from their garden* 
They were invited to sit down, and the ladie» 
pledged them in tokay- 

The ladies were afterwards allowed to enter 
the convent ; and in spite of the gravity and mor- 
tified looks of the fathers, they could not help 
being pleased with the appearance of so many 
fine women, to whose society they had not beea 
accustomed. 

One lady, of a gay disposition, laid hold of a 
little scourge, which hung at one of the father's 
belts, and desired he would make her a present 
of it ; for having been, she said, a great sinner, 
she wished to use it when she returned home. 

The father gallantly begged she would spare 
her fair skin, assuring her he would give himself 
a hearty flogging that very evening ; and to prove 
he was in earnest, immediately fell on his knees, 
and began to whip his shoulders soundly, declar- 
ing that when the ladies retired, he would lay it 
on his naked body with the same violence ; for 
he was determined she should be as free from sin, 
as on the day of her birth. 

This melted the heart of the lady. She beg- 
ged the father would take no more of her faults 
on his shouldei"s.....She now assured him that her 
faults were very venial, and that she was con- 
vinced what he had already done would clear her 
as completely, as if he should whip himself to 
the bone. 

Though this may appear ludicrous. Dr. Moore 
assures us, the scene past in downright earnest ; 
and, to prevent farther mischief, he put th€ 
scourge in his pocket. 

Bb2 
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On their return to Vienna, thej spent the 
evening at Countess Walstein's where the em- 
peror unexpectedly came in, and laughed hearti- 
ly at the story of the father, desiring to see his 
scourge^ 

He convereed with the affability of a private 
gentleman, and seemed desirous to take off all 
restraint from the conversation of others. The 
ladies kept their seats, some of them knotting all 
the time he remained. The men continued stand- 
ing while he stood, and when he was seated, most 
part of them sat down also* 

Though the court of Vienna has never been 
celebrated for gallantry, and the empress is very 
strict in observing the morals of her ladies ; yet 
our author says, it is not uncommon for married 
women to avow the greatest degree of friendship 
and attachment to men, who are not their hus- 
bands, and to live with them, in great intimacy, 
without hurting their reputation, or being sue- 
pected by their own sex of having deviated from 
the laws of modesty. 

The Viscount de Laval, having proposed to Dr. 
Moore to take a short tour with him into Hun- 
gai7, they set out for Presburg, which, like Vi- 
enna, has suburbs more magnificent than itself. 
In this city the states of Hungary hold their As- 
semblies, and in the cathedral churcji, the sove- 
reign is crowned. 

The castle is a noble Gothic building, of a. 
square form, with a tower at each angle. The 
regalia of Hungary, consisting of the crown and 
sceptre of St. Stephen, the first king, are deposit- 
ed here, under seven locks, the keys of which 
are kept by as many Hungarian noblemen. No 
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prince is held by the populace as legally their so- 
vereign, till he be crowned with the diadem of 
King Stephen ; and they have a notion ftiat the 
fate of the nation depends on the crown remain- 
ing in their possession- 

By the constitution of Hungary, the crown is 
still held to the elective* . This point is not dis- 
puted ; all that is insisted on is, that the heir of 
the House of Austria shall be elected as often as a 
vacancy happens. 

The view from the citadel is very extensive, 
commanding the vast and fertile plain of Hun- 
gaiy. 

After a short, but agreeable, stay at Presburg, 
they travelled across a very fertile country to the 
palace of Esterhasie, the residence of the prince 
of that name, who is one of the highest Hunga- 
rian nobility, and one of the most magnificent 
subjects in Europe. 

His palace is a noble pile, situated near a lake. 
The apartments are equally grand and commo- 
dious, axad the furniture proportionably splendid. 
Just by the palace is a theatre, and in the gar- 
dens a large room, with commodious apartments 
for masquerades and balls. 

The prince, hearing that M. de Laval was in 
the garden, sent them an invitation to the opera, 
which was to be performed that evening, an ho- 
nour which they were obliged to decline, on ac- 
count of their being in a travelling dress. The 
prince afterwards sent them a carriage, in which 
they dix)ve round the gardens and parks. These 
are of vast extent, and beautifiil beyond descrip- 
tion; arbours, fountains, woods, hills, and vallies 
are all mixed in charming confUsion, 
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Having wandered here many hours, quite in 
raptures with the scenes that continually pre- 
sented themselves, they returned to the inn, * 
where the prince sent them some tokay, cham- 
psugn, and old hock. 

Hungary is a very cheap country, and the soil 
is very fertile, in some places producing the most 
esteemed grape in Europe. It is beautified with 
lakes and rivers, which &11 into the Danube. It 
contains an excellent breed of horses adapted for ' 
war. 

The Hungarians are remarkably handsome and 
well-shaped. Their appearance is set ofF by 
their dress, which is peculiar and becoming. 
The ladies are some of them eminently beauti- 
ful, and some of the finest women at the court 
of Vienna, are from this country. 

None of the Austrian subjects are taxed so 
gently, or enjoy so many privileges, as the Hun- 
garians. This arises from various private, as well 
as political reasons. 

Dr. Moore was so pleased with the country and 
the conversation of M. de Laval, that it would 
have given him pleasure to have extended his ex- 
cursion farther ; however, his companion being 
obliged to set out for Chamberry, tiiey immedi- 
ately returned to Vienna. 

On the feast of St. Stephen, they had the plea- 
sure of seeing the emperor dine in public with 
the knights. He was at the head of the table ; 
his brother and son-in-law sat next him, and the 
other knights, according to seniority ; all in the 
robes of their order. 

The archduchesses, vrith some of the principal 
'adies of the court, were at a balcony within the 
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hall, to see this ceremony. Her Hungarian 
guards, with their sabres drawn, surrounded the 
table. ^ ^ 

The honour of serving the emperor, at this so- 
lemnity, belongs entirely to the Hungarians. 
When he called for drink, a nobleman of that 
nation poured a little of the wine into a cup, and 
tasted it ; then filled another, which he present- 
ed, with one knee touching the ground. The 
emperor often smiled upon his cup-bearer, and 
seemed to consider submissive bendings as 
greatly misplaced ; but tolerated their continu- 
ance' in compliance with ancient custom. 

After the feast of St. Stephen, they witnessed 
the annual ceremony in commemoration of the 
defeat of the Turkish army, and the raising the 
sjege of Vienna, by John Sobieski, king of Po- 
land. The imperial family, and the principal 
nobility, of both sexes, walked in solemn pro- 
cession, and heard mass at the church of St. 
Stephep. In the middle of the street, leading 
from the palace to the church, a platfonji was 
raised, on which the procession walked. The 
streets were lined with the imperial guards, and 
the windows and tops of the houses were crowded 
with spectators. A prodigious train of bishops, 
jriests, and monks, followed the imperial family, 
and a numerous band of music played as they 
went along. 

As this is a day of rejoicing, tlie richest dresses 
are thought most expressive of pious gratitude ; 
,^d the ladies displayed their devotion in the most 
brilliant manner* 

Next day the imperial family dined in public, 
and numbers went to see them ; though it seem« 
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strange) that it should give any pleasure to spec* 
tatorsto see people eating their victuals* Same 
evening, there was a grand masquerade at Schoo- 
brun, in honour of the archduke and the princess 
of Modena, for which four thousand tickets were 
distributed. 

The piincipal rooms of that magnificent pa* 
lace were thrown open, for the reception of the 
company. Collations and the choicest wines 
were served in profusion to all who asked for 
them. 

At the end of a large dining-room, a seat was 
raised for the empress and some of her ladies. 
Here a grand ballet was danced by the archduke, 
the archduchess, the princess of Modena, and 
some of the principal nobility, to the number of 
twenty-four. 

The emperor mixed with the company without 
ceremony or distinction, taking no part but as a 
spectator. He was conversing with an English 
gentleman in the middle of the hall, without ob- 
serving that a new ballet was about to be danced^ 
when the master of the ceremonies whispered 
him in the ear. His manner was affable to the 
extreme, and perfectly free from the reserved 
and lofty deportment, assumed by some, on ac- 
count of high birth. " Whoever has the honour 
to be in company with him," says Dr. Moore, 
" so far from being checked by such despicable 
pride, has need to be on his guard, not to adopt 
such a degree of familiarity, as would certainly 
be improper to use." 

One evening, at the Countess of Walstein's, 
where the conversation turned on etiquette, and 

-^^ inconveniences at certain courts^ and an ob- 
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lique compliment was paid to his majesty for ba- 
nishing it as much as possible from his own, the 
emperor made the following judicious observa- 
tions. " It would be hard, indeed," said he, 
^ if, because I have the misfortune to be an em- 
peror, I should be deprived of the pleasures of 
social life, which are so much to my taste. All 
the grimace and parade, to which people in my 
situation are accustomed from their cradle, have 
not made me so vain as to imagine, that I am, in 
any essential quality, superior to other men ; and 
if I had any tendency to such an opinion, the 
surest way to get rid of it, is to mix, as I do, in 
societyr^hen I have daily occasion of finding 
myself inferior in talents to those I meet ^th. 
Conscious of this, I endeavour to please and to 
be pleased ; and as much as the inconvenience 
of my situation will permit, to enjoy the blessings 
of society like other men ; convinced that the 
man who is secluded from those, and raises him- 
self above friendship, is also raised above happi- 
ness, ^and deprived of the means of acquiring 
knowledge. 

Such language and sentiments do honour to 
the man, as well as the monarch. 

Before they quitted Vienna for the last time, 
they made an excursion to Prince Lichtenstein's, 
at Felberg, about forty miles from the capital.... 
It is a fine old mansion, with large apartments^ 
furnished in the most magnificent style. Here 
they found several persons of high rank, and the 
most splendid entertainment. 

The day after their arrival, breakfast was 
served up to the company separately, in their 
own apartments, as is the custom here. After 
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this, they set out for another villa, belonging to 
the prince, at six miles* distance, where the com- 
pany was to be entertained with hunting. 

Leaving their carriages at the verge of the 
woods, they got upon a kind of vehicle of the 
form of benches, with stuflFed seats, on which six 
or eight persons may place themselves, one be- 
hind the other. They slide over the ground like 
a sledge, passing along paths and trackless ways, 
over which no wheel carriage could be drawn. 

After being conveyed in this manner across tlie 
wood, they came to a very large open plain, in 
which were several little circular inclosuies of 
trees and underwood, at wide intervals from each 
other. 

The company having taken their seats again 
in some portable chairs, near one of these thick- 
ets, a body of the peasants were perceived mov- 
ing towards the little wood in a semicircular form, 
to rouse the game from the trees and bushes.... 
This being done, the massacre began with fu- 
sils, which were charged by the servants 

The prince himself hardly ever missed: he kill- 
ed, to his own share, above thirty partridges, 
some pheasants, and three hares. 

"At the beginning of this scene, I was a good 
deal surprised," says Dr. Moore, "to see a ser- 
vant hand a fusil to the princess, who with great 
coolness took aim at a partridge, and brought it 
to the ground. With the same ease she killed 
ten or twelve partridges or pheasants, at about 
double the number of shots. The execution done 
by the rest of the company was by no means 
considerable.** 
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< Tlie IbUowmg day the prince conducted him to 
another of his seats, where there is a very fine 
open wood, full of deer of every kind, and also 
8^ great number of wild boars, one of which last 
the Duke of Hamilton had permission to kill« 
.. Nothing could surpass the politeness and mag« 
nificence, with which the company was enter- 
tained during the whole of their stay. However, 
as our travellers intended to spend the winter in 
Italy, they soon returned to Vienna, and made 
preparations for their intended journey. Yet 
they could not think of leavii^ a place, where 
they had formed so many friendships, and spent 
their time in such an agreeable manner, without 
many painful struggles, and voluntary delays. 

Before Dr. Moore quits the subject of Vienna, 
he makes some observations on the military es* 
tablishment of the country, and the state of the 
peasantry, who, in many parts are still under 
vassalage. This imhappy situation depresses 
the spirit of industry, and cramps even the exer- 
tions of the mind; renders the master too fre- 
quently tyrannical,, and the bondman discontented 
and revengeful. 

In regard to religion, he says, there certainly 
appears a warmer and more general attachment^ 
to it in Vienna, than in any great town of Ger- 
many ; at the same time that there is also a 
.greater appearance of satisfaction and happiness, 
than in places where religious impressions are 
more feeble and less pi'evdent. Hence it is ob- 
vious, that the one is the consequence of the 
other. Indeed, without religion, the lives of the 
happiest would be a dreadful blank j and those of - 
the unhappy be an absolute despair. 
V. s. c c 
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The ladies here, with a deep sense of religions 
blend a superstitious veneration for the Virgin 
Mary, or some sidnt. Our author, taking up a 
book one day, which lay on a lady's table, a small 
picture of the Virgin, on vellum, fell from be- 
tween the leaves, and under it the subsequent in- 
scription. 

**This is presented by ..••..•• to her dearest 
friend ••••••••• in token of die sincerest regard and 

affection; begging that, as often as she beholds 
this figure of the blessed Virgin, she may mix a 
sentiment of affection for her absent friend, with 
the emotions of gratitude and adoration she feels 
for the mother of Jesus." 

The lady informed him that it was usual 
for intimate friends to send similar presents to 
each other, when they were likely to be separated 
for any length of time. 

" There seems," observes Dr. Moore, " to be 
something exceedingly tender and pathetic in 
blending ftiendship with religious sentiments, and 
thus by a kind of consecration, endeavouring to 
preserve the former from the effects of time and 
absence. The perusal of this inscription, recall- 
ed to my memory certain connections I had at 
home, the impetuosity of which recollection af- 
fected me beyond expression. 

END OF VOL. XVIII. 
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